~ IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT
CITY OF WATERTOWN DRINKING WATER

The City of Watertowh ¢xroeeded the Maximitm Contamindiit Level (MCLY of 80 ug/L; for, Tofat Trihalomethanes
(TTEINDS) presentin drinking water. Duritig the four cdlendar quarters ending December 31, 2022 the Jocational
rumning annualaversge (ERAA)for total trihalomethanes was 82,8 micrdgrams per liter et Site 398, This fevelis
based:on.a locationdl mmningraniwaliaverage of quarteérly samples. Althongh this isnot an emergency, as onx
custoriérs, ¥biy have:a right to’know what you should do, where these confaminanis came fror, and what:is beiiig
doine: '

‘Whgt;_shculd_[ do?

You donot niged to boil yoiirwafer of take-other'cotrective dotions. No fmmediate action'is xeqaired or
Tecessgry.

Where do/ EYHM?s come from?

Trihalomethdnes are.a group of dhemicals that includes-chioroform, bromoforin, byomodichioromethane, and
chiorodibromomethan e.. Trihalomethanes are formed in drinking waterdiring treatment by chilorine, whichireacts.
with,certain-acids that are in naturally-occurring organicmaterial {e.gs,.decomposing vegetation such as:ffée Jeaves,
algae-orjothietaquatic-plantsiiin surface watersources such as rivers and lakes,, The:amopnt of tribaldmiethanes in
drfiking water ¢an change from:day to day, depending on 'the temperaiure, the-amoint of opganicmaterial in.the
waitér, the:amouit of chlorine added, and avariety'of other factors,. Drinking water is disinfected by publicwater
suppliers to kil bacteriaand viruses.thiat could cause.serious illfiesses. ‘Chlorine isthe mostconimonly used
disinfectartinNew Yoik:State. Forthis reason, disinfection of drinking watet by chlorinationis benficial to public.
heslth.

Some studies suggest that:people who.drink. cHlorinated water (which contains trihalomiethanes) 6f water containing
elevateddevels of frihalomethanes for long periods of time may have an increased risk for certain health efféets. ‘For
example, sonie stitdies. of people who drank-chlorinated drinking-water for20 fo 50 years, show that long tefitd
exposure to disinfectionby-prodacts (including trihalomethanes) is associated with an increasedurisk for certain
types.ofcincer. Afew studies of women who drank water containing trihalomethanes during pregnancy shoiv an
association between cxposure to elevated Jevels of trihalomethanes and small increased £igks for Jow bifth weights,
miscarriagesand birik deféots. Howéver, in each-of the studjes, how longand how frequenily people dctually drark
the water, as well as how much frihalomethanes:the water-confained is notknown for certain. Therefore, we do not
know for sure if the-obsérved increases in.risk for cancer and other health effects.are due tarirthalomethianes or some
otfier factor.

‘The individual trilielomethasics chloroform, bromedichlorometharie.and dibromochloromethane cause:-cancer in:
laboratory-animals exposed ta high levels over their lifetimes. Chloroform, Jbromodichloromethane and' .
dibromachloromethane are also kniGwa to cause effects in laboratoty animals after high levels ofexpostire, primazily:
ot the fivet, kidney, nervous system-and on their ability 1o, bear healthy offspiing. Chemicalsihat cause adverse
heaith effecis in laboratory animalsiafter high levels of exposure miay pose arisk for ddvérse health effectsin
humaris:exposed to Jower levels-over loiig periods of time: ) . _
Drinking wateris disinfected by public water suppliers: to Kill bacieria and viriises that could cause-serfous illnesses:
Ghloring;is the most.commonly.used disinfectant in New York State. For thisreason; disinfection of drinking water
{5 beneficial to.public health.

‘What kappened and what is being done?

Thie-combination of the.quantity of disinfectant needed-and the-amount.of naturally ocourring o‘rggnic material in'the
incoming water fesulted:in,a level-of TTHM's iniexcess of theMCLs In order'to kill disease-causing
microorganisms, water treatment regulations require a-cértain contact time for the chiorine and water before it enters

the distribirtion system, City of Walertown personnel are currently working toy identifg-solutions to-this: problem.

I£ you Have.dny questions, please contact the Cify of Watertown’s Water Operator, Mr. Aaron Harvill at:(ﬁlisj F85-

7845, oriihe New York State Department of Health, Watertown District Gifficeat (315) 785:2277..




