
CITY OF WATERTOWN
CITY MANAGER UPDATE

JU
LY

 17
, 2

02
6

OPPORTUNITIES
WITH WATERTOWN
The City of Watertown is more than
a workplace; it is a place where your
work makes a real difference every
day. From maintaining essential
services to supporting our active
community, our employees play a
vital role in shaping the quality of life
for residents and visitors alike. If you
are looking for meaningful work,
professional growth, and the chance
to serve your community, we invite
you to explore the opportunities
currently available with the City of
Watertown.

PLEASE JOIN US IN WELCOMING OUR
NEWEST HIRE TO THE CITY OF
WATERTOWN!
Joining us as the new City of Watertown Transportation
Planner is Jessica Raymond. 

Welcome aboard!

For a complete list of all the opportunities
available, visit our website:

https://watertown-portal.mycivilservice.com/jobopps 

https://watertown-portal.mycivilservice.com/jobopps


Stay updated with the meeting minutes from the 
July 6, 2026, City Council Meeting: 

City Council Meeting Minutes

Upcoming City Council Meetings - 7 pm in Council
Chambers at City Hall

Monday, July 20, 2026
Monday, August 3, 2026

Upcoming City Council Work Sessions - 7 pm in Council
Chambers at City Hall

Monday, August 10, 2026

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS

Upcoming Public Hearing at 7:15 pm on
Monday, July 20, 2026.

Changing the Approved Zoning
Classification of 647 Flower Street,
Parcel Number 4-19-101.000 from
Residential to Industrial

Police Chief Charles P. Donoghue Announces Retirement
The City of Watertown extends its sincere congratulations and
appreciation to Police Chief Charles P. Donoghue on his
retirement effective July 31, 2026, after more than 33 years of
dedicated service to the Watertown Police Department and
the community.

Chief Donoghue began his career with the department in 1993
as a Patrol Officer and steadily rose through the ranks, serving
as a Detective, Sergeant, Lieutenant, and ultimately Chief of
Police since 2014. Throughout his career, he has been
recognized for his exceptional leadership, commitment to
officer training, and unwavering dedication to public safety.

                                                           In addition to leading the department, Chief Donoghue has
served on numerous specialized units and regional public safety organizations while
mentoring generations of law enforcement professionals. His distinguished career has been
recognized with multiple honors, including the New York State "Top Cop" Award for DWI
enforcement and the Medal of Honor for his courageous actions during a life-threatening
incident.

The Mayor, City Council, City Manager, and City staff extend their heartfelt gratitude to Chief
Donoghue for his outstanding service, leadership, and commitment to the City of Watertown.
We wish him continued health, happiness, and success in his well-earned retirement.

https://www.watertown-ny.gov/meetingdashboard/330/


THE POWER OF VOLUNTEERISM

Officer Shane Ryan Retires After 19 Years of Service

The City of Watertown congratulates Officer Shane Ryan on
his retirement after 19 years of dedicated service to the
Watertown Police Department and the community.

Throughout his career, Officer Ryan demonstrated a strong
commitment to public safety and faithfully served the
residents of Watertown with professionalism and integrity.

His years of service have made a lasting impact on the
department and the community he served.
On behalf of the Mayor, City Council, City Manager, and City
staff, we extend our sincere appreciation to Officer Ryan for
his dedication and wish him good health, happiness, and
continued success in the next chapter of his life.

Dedicated volunteers continue to make remarkable
progress restoring gravestones at the Arsenal Street
Cemetery. Through their hard work and commitment, they
are helping preserve an important piece of Watertown's
history and honoring those laid to rest there.

Their ongoing efforts are gradually bringing new life to the 
cemetery.The City extends its sincere appreciation to these 
volunteers for their dedication and community spirit. 

We are grateful for their
contributions and
always welcome
additional volunteers
who would like to help
preserve this historic
landmark or other area
around the city!

Be sure to check out these videos to see the restoration work in action and learn the
fascinating history behind some of the cemetery's historic gravestones!
Eliza B. Howk's Headstone
Baker and Polly Massey Headstone

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FLRsL73EbWxs%3Fis%3DL7IpkoEwt72d-7Lu&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7C90875349aa4c487a6c1408dee2931593%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639197318573363880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RnAJT3h0o%2Fby33r2oCUHxY9Zsixo7nm5hbJYzabu3so%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FSCuMsnraXa4%3Fis%3DA-Q5vDGC-qqlgMKz&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7C90875349aa4c487a6c1408dee2931593%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639197318573399483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c0gqgBtDnLIP7awjbAmNq93A544ldb%2Bf01r9npYtXwc%3D&reserved=0


UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE CITY

Every Wednesday from May 27 through October 7, 2026.

Friday, July 31



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Electrical 
 
Our dedicated and talented Electrical Division plays a vital
role in supporting City operations and many of
Watertown's signature community events. Crews provide
electrical installation, maintenance, and on-site support
for events such as the Downtown Block Party, Symphony in
the Park, the July 4th Celebration, the Jefferson County
Fair, the Farmers Market, and numerous other community
gatherings. Their behind-the-scenes expertise helps
ensure these events are safe, successful, and enjoyable
for residents and visitors. Without their commitment and
technical support, many of these events would not be
possible.

Sewer 
 
Work continues on the Franklin Street
Storm Project, with crews extending the
storm drainage system and upgrading
existing drainage structures to improve
stormwater runoff before roadway
reconstruction can proceed. Motorists
and pedestrians are encouraged to use
alternate routes when possible and
exercise caution when traveling
through or near the active work zone.

Building & Grounds
 
Sewer ROWs are another important area the buildings and grounds division maintains. This
allows access to important infrastructure.



Roads 
 
Ever wonder how roadway markings are painted? This
specialized striping machine allows crews to apply smooth,
durable pavement markings with exceptional accuracy and
precision, helping improve roadway safety and visibility for
motorists and pedestrians alike.
 
Crews formed and poured a large ADA-compliant curb ramp on
Water Street in preparation for the paving phase of the project.
This work is an important step toward improving accessibility and
advancing the overall reconstruction project. 

Forestry 
 
Crews are removing a storm-damaged tree on Paddock Street to eliminate a public safety
hazard and restore the area following recent severe weather.



POLICE DEPARTMENT
Community Interaction
 
WPD Officer Travis Workman and partner “Bach” visited the Carthage
School District for a presentation.

Police Academy

The police academy recruits are working hard to keep in shape!

The recruits are also learning about motor vehicle crash investigations. The photos below show
recruits using a “drag sled” to determine the “coefficient of drag” (friction) on the road surface.
The coefficient of drag is needed to calculate vehicle speeds for crash reconstruction.



FIRE DEPARTMENT

Structure Fire Responses

The Watertown Fire Department responded to two apartment fires in July, with both incidents
quickly contained and no significant fire spread.

July 4 – Huntington Street: Firefighters responded to smoke in an apartment building and found
burned food left on a stove. Crews ventilated the building after ensuring the fire had not
extended beyond the cooking area.

July 13 – Multi-Family Residence: Firefighters responded to a reported apartment fire that had
been extinguished by the occupant using a portable fire extinguisher. The fire, which originated
beneath the kitchen sink, was contained to the cabinet area. Firefighters ventilated the building,
and no injuries were reported. The incident serves as a reminder to use caution when handling
open flames.

New Apparatus Arrivals

The Watertown Fire Department continues to
modernize its fleet with the addition of two
new emergency response vehicles.

Our new aerial apparatus has arrived at the
dealer and is currently undergoing final
preparation before delivery. We anticipate
the truck will arrive in Watertown within the
next two to three weeks and will be placed
into service shortly thereafter.

The department has also taken delivery of
the new Engine 3. Fire Department personnel
are currently outfitting the apparatus with
equipment and completing operational
training to ensure a smooth transition. The
new engine is expected to be placed into
service in the near future.

City Fire participated in this
years Jefferson County Parade!



Water Rescue Responses

The Watertown Fire Department responded to several significant water-related emergencies
over the past week, highlighting the importance of specialized training and strong mutual aid
partnerships.

July 11 – Mutual Aid Rope Rescue (Black River)
At approximately 4:56 p.m., Watertown Fire Department units responded to the Village of Black
River to assist with a low-angle rope rescue. An individual performing tree work was struck by
a falling limb and fell down a steep riverbank, sustaining serious injuries. Watertown
firefighters assisted Black River Fire and Ambulance personnel with patient care, packaging,
and the deployment of a rope system to safely extricate the victim from the riverbank. The
patient was then transferred to Black River Ambulance for transport to the hospital.

July 10 – Court Street Bridge Water Rescue
At approximately 8:48 a.m., firefighters responded to reports of a person in the Black River
calling for help near the Court Street Bridge. Upon arrival, responders observed the individual
floating downstream with an apparent serious head injury. Rescue boats were deployed while
firefighters from the truck company successfully used throw bags to bring the individual safely
to shore. The patient was removed from the river using a backboard and Stokes basket before
being transferred to Guilfoyle Ambulance Service paramedics for transport to Samaritan
Medical Center.

July 14 – River Search Incident
At approximately 2:24 a.m., the Fire Department responded to reports of two individuals
missing in the Black River after reportedly entering the water on an inflatable float. A unified
command was established with the Watertown Police Department and Jefferson County
Sheriff's Office. Firefighters deployed rescue boats, conducted shoreline searches using
thermal imaging cameras and lighting, and searched the river with night vision equipment.
Glen Park Fire Department also assisted by searching downstream areas. The search
concluded after the original caller was able to contact the missing individuals, who were
subsequently located by the Watertown Police Department at the Jefferson County
Fairgrounds. No injuries were reported.



CITIBUS
Welcome Jessica Raymond, Transportation Planner

CitiBus is pleased to welcome Jessica Raymond as the City of Watertown's new
Transportation Planner.

Jessica provides travel training for individuals learning to use CitiBus services, serves as a
transportation resource for community organizations and agencies, and is coordinating the
formation of the City of Watertown Transit Committee. Residents and community
stakeholders interested in serving on the committee are encouraged to submit a letter of
interest and resume for consideration.

For travel training, transportation assistance, or Transit Committee information, contact
Jessica Raymond at (315) 785-7884 or jraymond@watertown-ny.gov.

Regional Transit Connections

Traveling outside the City of Watertown? Jefferson County Public Transit (JCPT) provides public
transportation throughout Jefferson County, with connections to CitiBus routes.

For schedules and route information, visit jeffcopublictransit.com.

The City of Watertown’s Purchasing Department is responsible for acquiring goods, services, and
construction projects on behalf of the City. The department ensures that procurement processes are
fair, transparent, and competitive through a formal bidding process. 

Auctions International #48115 – Miscellaneous Equipment – Ending 7/23/26
The City of Watertown is auctioning surplus miscellaneous equipment through Auctions International’s
online website. Please use the link to view the items: City of Watertown-NY #48115
 
RFP #2026-08 Legal Services (ERPO & Police Code) - Deadline 7/22/26
The City of Watertown is seeking sealed proposals from qualified attorneys or law firms to provide
legal services related to Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPO) matters and Municipal code and
ordinance violations prosecution and related legal services on behalf of the City and/or the
Watertown Police Department. Please use the link below for additional information:
https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/542/
 
Please visit our website at City of Watertown - Purchasing Department for all Bid/RFP opportunities. If
you are not already in our Evobid system, you will have to create a log in to our website system to
download the specifications. Once you submit your information, you will be notified of any changes on
the Bid or RFP. You will also automatically be invited to view any other project related to your company
and have access to our EvoBids platform to view any bids/RFPs currently open by the City of
Watertown. Thank you.

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

https://jeffcopublictransit.com/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.auctionsinternational.com%2Fauction%2F48115&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7Cb0a2fa2e66c045c975a108dee1e3a60b%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639196565070567837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IpS511aX8FaGX6QSSXO5yXv%2B9YlDryl91Lmgw%2FYohpY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprod3.evo.cloud%2Fwatertownny%2Fportal%2Fbids%2F542%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7Cb0a2fa2e66c045c975a108dee1e3a60b%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639196565070600858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3tXIBrC2%2B34a%2FqvZUXM15EK1YoLdUie2wPR%2FLS5kX%2Fg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.watertown-ny.gov%2Fdepartments%2FPurchasing&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7Cb0a2fa2e66c045c975a108dee1e3a60b%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639196565070620743%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8TcQZ4SHDLUJXjsOnjUfTLSfsQkRu%2BSA7WWsPJI8UFg%3D&reserved=0






POLLUTION CONTROL FACILITY
The Pollution Control Facility (PCF) team
continues to focus on preventative
maintenance, facility improvements, and
community outreach.

Each summer, staff drain and inspect
treatment tanks to identify and address issues
before they become larger problems. These
inspections help ensure the facility continues to
operate safely and reliably.

Recent heavy rains have also kept PCF staff busy 
managing increased flows while keeping pumps running
and treatment operations moving. Storm events can bring
additional debris into the system, including rocks, rags, and
non-flushable “flushable” wipes, creating added challenges
for operations.

PCF operations and maintenance
staff recently completed an in-
house repair of the inner hub on
one of the Trickling Filters. This
specialized work saved the City
thousands of dollars while
demonstrating the team’s
technical skills and commitment to
maintaining reliable treatment.

The City of Watertown PCF is also proud to participate in the
NYWEA Work in Water (WiW) program, which introduces high
school students to careers in the water industry through paid
internships. This year, the City welcomed two WiW interns,
providing hands-on experience and helping inspire the next
generation of water professionals.



PARKS AND RECREATION

Thompson Park Pool: 
Open daily from 12:00-7:00pm.

Flynn Pool: 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday - 1:00-6:00pm
Tuesday and Thursday - CLOSED

POOL HOURS

New Mobile Stage

The Parks & Recreation team is excited to introduce the City’s
new mobile stage, created by repurposing an old trailer and
transforming it into a versatile event resource.

The stage features side rails, stairs, stabilizing jacks, and built-
in electrical outlets, making setup safer, quicker, and more
efficient. Previously, temporary stages required significant staff
time to assemble and dismantle, while purchasing a
commercial mobile stage was cost-prohibitive. This creative
in-house project provides a practical solution while allowing
staff to focus more time and resources on other City services
and events.

The new mobile stage will be used at a variety of community
events throughout the City.

Clearing

Parks & Recreation crews have been working to clear overgrown areas throughout Thompson
Park. Areas recently cleared include sections along Gotham Street, portions of the Disc Golf
Course, and an area between the Gotham Street entrance and the golf course.





Get ready for a roaring summer! This year’s Summer Reading theme, “Unearth a Story with
Roswell!”, is dino-mite! 

For every hour you read, you’ll earn one entry into our prize drawings. Here’s the best part: you
decide how to distribute your reading hours among the prizes in your age group! Whether you read
solo, with a friend, listen to an audiobook, enjoy being read to, share stories with your dog, or flip
through a picture-filled favorite, it all counts!

There are three age groups for this program: Children (ages 0-11), Teens (ages 12-17), and Adults
(ages 18+). Participants can log reading hours online through our website or by using paper
trackers available at the library. You can submit as often as you’d like — no need to wait until the
end of the program!

Children can win one of the following:
Movie Night gift basket
Billy Beez gift card
4 tickets to Zoo NY
Paint It! Pottery gift card
LEGO Medium Brick Box
Arts & Crafts Supplies Kit

Teens can win:
Hydro Flask Water Bottle + Dino Nugget Pillow
Walmart gift card + Dino Nugget Pillow
Ulta gift card + Dino Nugget Pillow
Adults can win:
Stewarts Shops gift card
Aldi gift card
Lowe’s gift card
Ulta gift card
Chrissy Beanz gift card
Owala or Stanley water bottle – Winner’s Choice!

All participants of any age will automatically receive one entry into our Grand Prize drawing: 4
tickets to the NY State Fair with a Parking Pass!

The fine print for all age groups: Participants may win only one prize, including the Grand Prize. If
name was already drawn for a prize, another name will be drawn. Prizes will not be mailed. Winners
must be able to pick up at the library. Tickets, bookmarks, and online entries must be filled out in
their entirety in order to qualify. 

You must enter the prize raffles for your age group. Any submissions made into other age groups
will not be counted. Only one prize per person, including the Grand Prize. 

FLOWER MEMORIAL LIBRARY



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

CLEAN & GREEN!CLEAN & GREEN!CLEAN & GREEN!

KEEP WATERTOWNKEEP WATERTOWNKEEP WATERTOWN

CITY OF WATERTOWN NYCITY OF WATERTOWN NYCITY OF WATERTOWN NY

REFUSE SERVICEREFUSE SERVICEREFUSE SERVICE

315-785-7842

WEEKLY REFUSE PICKUP

WEEKLY RECYCLING INCLUDED

CONVENIENT OPTIONS

FOR EVERY HOUSEHOLD

WWW.WATERTOWN-NY.GOV/REFUSERECYCLING

https://www.watertown-ny.gov/departments/PublicWorks/refuserecycling
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