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OPPORTUNITIES
WITH WATERTOWN
The City of Watertown is more than
a workplace; it is a place where your
work makes a real difference every
day. From maintaining essential
services to supporting our active
community, our employees play a
vital role in shaping the quality of life
for residents and visitors alike. If you
are looking for meaningful work,
professional growth, and the chance
to serve your community, we invite
you to explore the opportunities
currently available with the City of
Watertown.

NEW HIRES
As summer approaches, the City is welcoming a new
group of seasonal employees to our team. Lifeguards,
Department of Public Works staff, and Parks and
Recreation workers are being hired and trained to help
maintain City facilities, support recreational programs,
and ensure residents and visitors enjoy a safe and
enjoyable summer.

For a complete list of all the opportunities
available, visit our website:

https://watertown-portal.mycivilservice.com/jobopps 

https://watertown-portal.mycivilservice.com/jobopps


Andy Weldon

2ND QUARTER - 2026

This certif icate is proudly presented to

On behalf of the City of Watertown, we proudly recognize Captain Andy (Robert) Weldon for his outstanding
dedication, professionalism, and commitment to public service throughout more than 23 years with the

Watertown Fire Department.  Captain Weldon consistently demonstrated exceptional leadership,  technical
expertise,  and a wil l ingness to go above and beyond for his department and community.  Most notably,  he
uti l ized his extensive experience to diagnose and repair a crit ical electrical issue on an aerial apparatus,

quickly restoring an essential emergency response asset and ensuring continued protection for City residents.
His actions exemplify true teamwork,  professionalism, and pride in the City of Watertown, making him an

invaluable asset to both the department and the community he faithful ly served.

EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER

Sarah V.C Pierce Eric Wagenaar
Mayor City Manager

Stay updated with the meeting minutes from the 
June 15, 2026, City Council Meeting: 

City Council Meeting Minutes

Upcoming City Council Meetings - 7 pm in Council
Chambers at City Hall

Monday, July 6, 2026
Monday, July 20, 2026

Upcoming City Council Work Sessions - 7 pm in Council
Chambers at City Hall

The Monday, July 13, 2026, City Council Work Session
has been cancelled. 

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS

Upcoming Public Hearing at 7:15 pm on Monday,
July 6, 2026.

A Local Law Amending §91-17: Riding on
Sidewalks, Adding §91-25: Helmet Requirement
for Bicycles with Electronic Assist and Electric
Scooters, Adding §91-25.1: Other Requirements
for Bicycles with Electric Assist and Electric
Scooters, and Amending §91-26: Penalties for
Offenses of the Code of the City of Watertown
to Regulate the Operation of Bicycles, Bicycles
with Electric Assist and Electric Scooters

EMPLOYEES OF THE QUARTER 

Sarah Pierce Eric Wagenaar

All City offices will be closed on
Friday, July 3, in observance of
the Fourth of July holiday.
Regular business hours will
resume on Monday, July 6.

https://www.watertown-ny.gov/meetingdashboard/330/


2ND QUARTER - 2026

This certif icate is proudly presented to

Jonathan Ezell
On behalf of the City of Watertown, we proudly recognize Jonathan Ezel l  for his outstanding customer

service,  professionalism, and dedication to the community.  Jonathan consistently demonstrates
patience, kindness,  and respect while assisting passengers and representing both Cit iBus and the

City of Watertown. Most notably,  he took the t ime to assist a f irst-time rider traveling with two young
children, ensuring she understood the transit system and felt  comfortable navigating her tr ip.  His

wil l ingness to go above and beyond for passengers,  combined with his posit ive attitude and
professional demeanor,  exemplif ies true teamwork,  customer service,  and pride in serving the public.

EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER

Sarah V.C Pierce Eric Wagenaar
Mayor City Manager

2ND QUARTER - 2026

This certif icate is proudly presented to

Joshua Davis
On behalf of the City of Watertown, we proudly recognize Off icer Joshua Davis for his outstanding

professionalism, integrity,  and commitment to public service throughout more than 19 years with the
Watertown Police Department.  Off icer Davis consistently demonstrates dedication through his wil l ingness to

cover staff ing shortages, mentor new off icers as a Field Training Off icer,  and serve as a trusted resource for his
peers.  His years as a School Resource Off icer at Watertown High School posit ively impacted countless students,

faculty,  and famil ies while helping ensure a safe learning environment.  Respected by colleagues and
community members al ike,  Off icer Davis exemplif ies teamwork,  leadership,  and pride in serving the City of

Watertown, making him an invaluable asset to the department and the community.

EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER

Sarah V.C Pierce Eric Wagenaar
Mayor City Manager

2ND QUARTER - 2026

This certif icate is proudly presented to

Kate Henry-Wilkinson
On behalf of the City of Watertown, we proudly recognize Kate Henry-Wilkinson for her outstanding dedication,

rel iabil ity ,  and behind-the-scenes contributions to the l ibrary and the community.  Kate consistently
demonstrates exceptional attention to detail  through her work repairing books,  processing donated materials,
and cataloging new collections,  ensuring patrons have access to high-quality resources. She also contributes

valuable insight as a member of the Integrated Library System committee, helping support the long-term
success of l ibrary services throughout the region. Always wil l ing to step up wherever needed, Kate quietly takes
on additional responsibi l it ies,  supports her colleagues, and helps resolve challenges with professionalism and
a posit ive attitude. Her commitment,  dependabil ity ,  and self less service exemplify the true spir it  of an unsung

hero, making her an invaluable asset to the l ibrary and the City of Watertown.

EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER

Sarah V.C Pierce Eric Wagenaar
Mayor City Manager

Sarah Pierce Eric Wagenaar

Sarah Pierce Eric Wagenaar

Sarah Pierce Eric Wagenaar



CITY OF WATERTOWN PLANTS LIBERTY TREE IN HONOR OF AMERICA’S 250TH ANNIVERSARY 

The City of Watertown commemorated the upcoming 250th anniversary of the United States with
the planting of a Liberty Tree at Tower Square in historic Thompson Park on Monday.

The ceremony brought together City staff, Mayor Sarah V.C. Pierce, members of Friends of
Thompson Park, Tree Watertown, and community members to celebrate both the nation's history
and the importance of preserving a vibrant community for future generations.

The tree selected for planting is an Accolade Elm, a hardy and disease-resistant hybrid elm
known for its graceful vase-shaped canopy, adaptability to urban environments, and brilliant
yellow fall foliage. The species was chosen for its beauty, longevity, and ability to thrive for
decades to come.

Liberty Trees hold a special place in American history. During the years leading up to the
American Revolution, colonists gathered beneath designated Liberty Trees to discuss ideas,
organize resistance to British rule, and advocate for the freedoms that would ultimately define the
United States. As America approaches its Semiquincentennial in 2026, communities across the
nation are planting Liberty Trees as living symbols of patriotism, civic engagement, and the
enduring ideals of liberty.

“Liberty Trees were places where ordinary citizens came together to discuss the future of their
communities and their country,” said Mayor Sarah V.C. Pierce. “As we prepare to celebrate
America's 250th birthday, it is fitting that Watertown plant a tree that will stand as a living
reminder of the freedoms we enjoy, the responsibilities we share, and the generations who will
follow us. I am grateful to our community partners and volunteers who helped make this
meaningful project possible.”

The Liberty Tree at Tower Square will serve as a lasting tribute to the nation's founding and a
symbol of the community's commitment to stewardship, civic pride, and the values that continue
to unite Americans nearly 250 years after the nation's birth.

LIBERTY TREE PLANTING CEREMONY



UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE CITY

Every Wednesday from May 27 through October 7, 2026.



Fireworks:
As summer begins, the City’s celebration 
season is officially underway, bringing with it a series of
community events and fireworks displays across Watertown.

The summer fireworks series began on June 19th at the 
Fairgrounds Arena during the Watertown Pride Festival.

Upcoming events include:
June 28th – Fireworks at St. Anthony’s Church in conjunction with the Mount Carmel
Festival
July 1st – Fireworks at Thompson Park for the City’s Independence Day
Celebration/Concert in the Park
July 18th – Fireworks at the Jefferson County Fair

During each event, the City of Watertown Code Enforcement Department will work closely
with pyrotechnic professionals and the Watertown Fire Department to ensure public safety,
including monitoring the designated safety zones and supporting crowd control efforts.

We encourage residents to enjoy these celebrations responsibly and join us in a safe and
enjoyable summer season throughout the City.

CODE ENFORCEMENT

Demolition Projects:
Over the past several weeks, the City of Watertown has completed six demolition projects. The
properties were in severe disrepair and posed significant safety hazards to the public. Each
structure has now been fully demolished and removed, eliminating the risks they once
presented to the community.

209 Mechanic St
518 Coffeen St
235 N Rutland St

223 JB Wise Pl
247 W Main St
308 Waltham St

From left to right:

From left to right:



Plans Submitted for Review
337 State St – Burger King: Plans have been submitted for interior and exterior remodeling.
1283 Arsenal St: The Shoe Department will be relocating to the former Joann Fabrics location.

Ongoing Projects (Permitted)
1575 Washington St: Samaritan Medical Center – OB/GYN
830 Washington St: Samaritan Medical Center – Cath Lab
231 Commerce Park Dr: Apartment complex
400 Washington St: Carthage Savings & Loan
136 Court Street: Five new apartments
447 Flower Avenue West: New single-family home
1343 Loomus Dr: New single-family home
172 Clinton St: Carriage house renovation – 4 units
226 Hoard St: New single-family home

Completed Projects
319 Coffeen St: New Stewart’s Shop
1068 Arsenal St: 7 Brew Coffee

Permits & Code Enforcement Activity
From April 15, 2026, to present, the City has issued:

219 permits
188 violation letters

The City of Watertown’s Purchasing Department is responsible for acquiring goods, services, and construction
projects on behalf of the City. The department ensures that procurement processes are fair, transparent, and
competitive through a formal bidding process. 

Bid #2026-16 US Route 11 (Mill Street) Over Black River Overflow Bridge Rehabilitation Project – Deadline 7/7/26
The City of Watertown is seeking sealed bids from qualified bidders for the rehabilitation work of the US Route 11 (Mill
Street) Over Black River Overflow Bridge described in the bid specifications. The project’s work includes providing all
labor, materials, machinery, tools, equipment and other mean of construction necessary and incidental to the
completion of the work shown on the plans. Please use the link for additional information:
https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/537/
 
Bid #2026-17 Lift Stations Standby Generator Installation Project – Phase 3 – Deadline 7/7/26
The City of Watertown is seeking sealed bids from qualified bidders to supply all labor, materials, and equipment to
install and connect entire standby generator systems, with transfer switch, at each of the three (3) sites as shown in
the bid specifications. Please use the link for additional information:
https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/538/
 
RFP #2026-08 Legal Services (ERPO & Police Code) - Deadline 7/22/26
The City of Watertown is seeking sealed proposals from qualified attorneys or law firms to provide legal services
related to Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPO) matters and Municipal code and ordinance violations prosecution
and related legal services on behalf of the City and/or the Watertown Police Department. Please use the link below
for additional information:  https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/542/

 
Please visit our website at City of Watertown - Purchasing Department for all Bid/RFP opportunities. If you are not
already in our Evobid system, you will have to create a log in to our website system to download the specifications.
Once you submit your information, you will be notified of any changes on the Bid or RFP. You will also automatically
be invited to view any other project related to your company and have access to our EvoBids platform to view any
bids/RFPs currently open by the City of Watertown. Thank you.

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprod3.evo.cloud%2Fwatertownny%2Fportal%2Fbids%2F537%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7C324b83af328746e5119108ded1f15534%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639179031631022757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kwJb65iuJVvkfSElnhODb5y44B52iQY0LRoTvwSOBRk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprod3.evo.cloud%2Fwatertownny%2Fportal%2Fbids%2F538%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7C324b83af328746e5119108ded1f15534%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639179031631051338%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GT%2BSUESNYGCYEcrBTUDNW%2BYcwtQUHOVYFvPfSM31SQk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprod3.evo.cloud%2Fwatertownny%2Fportal%2Fbids%2F542%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7C324b83af328746e5119108ded1f15534%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639179031631069803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OWKNmCN6%2BZ3gbyIvkIBCm4jUzuYlCZimj8ozvsxeoD4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.watertown-ny.gov%2Fdepartments%2FPurchasing&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7Cb383c53c761342aec47508dec6f8b681%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639166968691113205%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bCzAtMyFrbxSpRVeJUOz8a%2FwEaUr%2FPlRnp8697gFgk0%3D&reserved=0


POLICE DEPARTMENT
Community Interaction
WPD Officer Matt Gooshaw and City of
Watertown Executive Secretary to the Civil
Service Commission, Angela Robbins, were
recruiting at Fort Drum’s Mountain Fest on
06/25/26. 

Police Academy: 
Ft. Drum Garrison Commander, Col. Jason Adler, 
dropped in on our Police Academy Recruits a few 
weeks ago while they were participating in 
Emergency Vehicle Operation training on post. 
Col. Adler drove the course himself and managed to get the fastest time of the morning!

Col. Adler is pictured above (center) standing next to our Training Director, Sgt. Bob Sines, and
the rest of the police academy recruits and EVOC instructors. Ft. Drum has teamed up with our
academy to conduct EVOC training on Ft. Drum airfields for over 20 years!

Award Presentations:
City of Watertown Employee of the Quarter and WPD Officer of the Quarter Presentations were
made by City Manager Eric Wagenaar and Police Chief Charles Donoghue on 05/25/26 at the
Public Safety Building. WPD Officer Joshua Davis was recognized by both City Hall and the
Watertown Police Department for the second quarter of 2026.



Hazardous Materials Drill
On June 25, 2026, members of the Watertown Fire 
Department participated in a regional hazardous materials
training exercise alongside Jefferson County Emergency 
Management, the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, the New York State Office of 
Fire Prevention and Control, Samaritan Medical Center, and 
New York Air Brake.

As the provider of hazardous materials response services
 for Jefferson and Lewis counties, the Fire Department
regularly participates in multi-agency exercises to maintain
 operational readiness and strengthen regional partnerships.

During the exercise, participants identified the hazardous 
material involved, selected the appropriate level of personal 
protective equipment, controlled the simulated release, and
implemented spill mitigation procedures. The drill enhanced 
coordination among emergency responders, healthcare providers, state agencies, and
private industry partners, helping ensure an effective and coordinated response to hazardous
materials incidents throughout the region.

Vehicle Strikes Residence
On June 21, 2026, the Watertown Fire Department and Watertown Police Department
responded to a motor vehicle accident in which a vehicle 
struck a residence at 901 Washington Street. Prior to 
impacting the structure, the vehicle also damaged an 
ornamental light pole.

Following assessment of the driver and removal of the 
vehicle, the City Codes Department evaluated the structural 
integrity of the residence's front porch. The inspection 
determined that temporary structural shoring was
necessary to protect life and property until permanent 
repairs could be completed.

Fire Department personnel installed temporary bracing to 
stabilize the porch before turning the scene over to the 
property owner. The incident highlighted the value of the 
department's recent Building Collapse Rescue training, as 
firefighters applied newly acquired exterior structural 
shoring techniques while working closely with the City 
Codes Department to safely secure the structure.

FIRE DEPARTMENT



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Sewer
The Sewer Division recently completed a drainage
improvement project on Marra Drive, an area that has
historically experienced stormwater drainage
challenges. This project was a collaborative effort
between the Engineering Department and the
Department of Public Works aimed at improving
stormwater management and reducing recurring
flooding concerns for area residents.

Roads
Street preparation is a critical step in ensuring the success and longevity of roadway
improvement projects. DPW crews are actively preparing curbing, catch basins, and related
roadway structures ahead of paving operations. Completing this work in advance helps ensure
proper drainage, improves the quality of the finished roadway, and extends the overall life of the
pavement.

Forestry
The Buildings and Grounds Division recently completed the planting of Watertown’s Liberty Tree
at Thompson Park, commemorating an important piece of the City’s history. Crews also planted
spruce trees at Marble Street Park to create a natural visual buffer around the hydroelectric
facilities, enhancing the park’s appearance while providing year-round environmental and
aesthetic benefits.

Additionally, Cedar Waxwings have returned to the area and can be seen feeding on
serviceberries along the front entrance to City Hall. The City continues to prioritize the 
selection of trees and plantings that support native wildlife while enhancing the urban forest.



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

CLEAN & GREEN!CLEAN & GREEN!CLEAN & GREEN!

KEEP WATERTOWNKEEP WATERTOWNKEEP WATERTOWN

CITY OF WATERTOWN NYCITY OF WATERTOWN NYCITY OF WATERTOWN NY

REFUSE SERVICEREFUSE SERVICEREFUSE SERVICE

315-785-7842

WEEKLY REFUSE PICKUP

WEEKLY RECYCLING INCLUDED

CONVENIENT OPTIONS

FOR EVERY HOUSEHOLD

WWW.WATERTOWN-NY.GOV/REFUSERECYCLING

Training
DPW crews recently participated in excavation safety training that included both classroom
instruction and hands-on field exercises. The training emphasized identifying soil types,
recognizing excavation hazards, and utilizing proper trenching and protective systems. These
practices are essential to maintaining a safe work environment for employees working in and
around excavation sites.

https://www.watertown-ny.gov/departments/PublicWorks/refuserecycling


ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
Fish Bypass Project Update
Repairs to the Fish Bypass Project have been placed on hold pending receipt of updated
regulatory guidance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. In the interim, the City plans to
dewater the canal this summer to facilitate necessary repairs to the pumping system. This
dewatering effort will also provide an opportunity to inspect the bypass pipe and assess its
overall condition, allowing staff to determine the most effective long-term repair strategy.

Hydroelectric Plant Breaker Relay System Upgrade
The hydroelectric plant breaker relay system upgrade is ready to proceed following the
completion of design, testing, and final inspection. Installation is currently awaiting
favorable water levels, as the hydroelectric facility must be taken offline and disconnected
from the electrical grid to safely complete the work.

The upgraded relay system incorporates additional protective measures to meet future
National Grid requirements associated with the City’s 2035 Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) license renewal.

Municipal Hydroelectric Facility
Located on the Black River at the Marble Street / Beebee Island site, the
City’s hydroelectric facility continues to play an important role in local
energy generation and infrastructure resilience.

City Hall Court Renovation
Construction continues to progress on the City Hall Court Renovation 
project. The lower roof installation has been completed, and the City’s
mechanical contractor continues connecting new ductwork and wiring to the air handling units.

The general contractor has completed concrete forming for the new side entrance ramp footings
and is currently preparing interior walls for painting as the project advances into its next phase of
construction.



PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Broadway Avenue West – Sanitary Sewer and Stormwater Improvements
Construction has commenced on sanitary sewer and stormwater improvements along
Broadway Avenue West to address aging infrastructure and improve service reliability for area
residents.

The project includes installation of a new sanitary sewer lateral with a backflow prevention
device, upgrades to a portion of the Western Outfall Trunk Sewer (WOTS) system, and more than
190 linear feet of new storm drainage pipe with three drainage structures to enhance
stormwater management. The contractor is coordinating work around existing utilities and is
maintaining access to nearby properties throughout construction. Existing and new drainage
infrastructure is shown below.

Planning Commission
The Planning Commission met on June 9, 2026, to review several development proposals
throughout the City. The Commission approved subdivision requests for 424 Vanduzee Street
and 430 State Street, approved a Site Plan and Special Use Permit for the new Jumpin’ Goat
building at 430 State Street, tabled the Site Plan application for a parking lot expansion for Pete’s
Restaurant at 111 Breen Avenue, and recommended City Council approval of a zoning change for
647 Flower Street.

The Planning Commission is also looking to fill a vacancy for one of the members. For more
information, please visit the Planning Commission website at: https://www.watertown-
ny.gov/departments/MayorCityCouncil/BoardsCommissionsInfo

Division Street Sidewalks
Construction on the Division Street Sidewalk Project is
nearing completion. The project fills a critical gap in the
City's pedestrian network by providing a new sidewalk
connection along the south side of Division Street East
between the Starwood Apartments and the William J.
Flynn Municipal Swimming Pool pictured above. The
project is fully funded through Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Entitlement funds and has been
constructed by the Department of Public Works crews.



PARKS AND RECREATION
Pickleball Tournament: Join us for the 50 & Over Pickleball Tournament on Saturday, August 8th
at the Watertown Municipal Arena. Compete in Women’s, Men’s, or Mixed Doubles divisions and
enjoy a day of friendly competition and fun. The tournament begins at 9:00am, and registration
is open through August 5th. The entry fee is $40 per team. For more information or to register, call
315-785-7775.

Thompson Park Pool: The Thompson Park Pool will be fully open for the season this Friday,
June 26th. The pool will be open daily from 12:00-7:00pm.

Flynn Pool: The Flynn Pool is scheduled to open for the season this Friday, June 26th. The
hours for the season are as follows:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday - 1:00-6:00pm
Tuesday and Thursday - CLOSED

POOLS







Get ready for a roaring summer! This year’s Summer Reading theme, “Unearth a Story with
Roswell!”, is dino-mite! 

For every hour you read, you’ll earn one entry into our prize drawings. Here’s the best part: you
decide how to distribute your reading hours among the prizes in your age group! Whether you read
solo, with a friend, listen to an audiobook, enjoy being read to, share stories with your dog, or flip
through a picture-filled favorite, it all counts!

There are three age groups for this program: Children (ages 0-11), Teens (ages 12-17), and Adults
(ages 18+). Participants can log reading hours online through our website or by using paper
trackers available at the library. You can submit as often as you’d like — no need to wait until the
end of the program!

Children can win one of the following:
Movie Night gift basket
Billy Beez gift card
4 tickets to Zoo NY
Paint It! Pottery gift card
LEGO Medium Brick Box
Arts & Crafts Supplies Kit

Teens can win:
Hydro Flask Water Bottle + Dino Nugget Pillow
Walmart gift card + Dino Nugget Pillow
Ulta gift card + Dino Nugget Pillow
Adults can win:
Stewarts Shops gift card
Aldi gift card
Lowe’s gift card
Ulta gift card
Chrissy Beanz gift card
Owala or Stanley water bottle – Winner’s Choice!

All participants of any age will automatically receive one entry into our Grand Prize drawing: 4
tickets to the NY State Fair with a Parking Pass!

The fine print for all age groups: Participants may win only one prize, including the Grand Prize. If
name was already drawn for a prize, another name will be drawn. Prizes will not be mailed. Winners
must be able to pick up at the library. Tickets, bookmarks, and online entries must be filled out in
their entirety in order to qualify. 

You must enter the prize raffles for your age group. Any submissions made into other age groups
will not be counted. Only one prize per person, including the Grand Prize. 

FLOWER MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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	Fire Department personnel installed temporary bracing to  stabilize the porch before turning the scene over to the  property owner. The incident highlighted the value of the  department's recent Building Collapse Rescue training, as  firefighters applied newly acquired exterior structural  shoring techniques while working closely with the City  Codes Department to safely secure the structure.
	Hazardous Materials Drill On June 25, 2026, members of the Watertown Fire  Department participated in a regional hazardous materials training exercise alongside Jefferson County Emergency  Management, the New York State Department of  Environmental Conservation, the New York State Office of  Fire Prevention and Control, Samaritan Medical Center, and  New York Air Brake.
	As the provider of hazardous materials response services  for Jefferson and Lewis counties, the Fire Department regularly participates in multi-agency exercises to maintain  operational readiness and strengthen regional partnerships.
	During the exercise, participants identified the hazardous  material involved, selected the appropriate level of personal  protective equipment, controlled the simulated release, and implemented spill mitigation procedures. The drill enhanced  coordination among emergency responders, healthcare providers, state agencies, and private industry partners, helping ensure an effective and coordinated response to hazardous materials incidents throughout the region.
	Sewer The Sewer Division recently completed a drainage improvement project on Marra Drive, an area that has historically experienced stormwater drainage challenges. This project was a collaborative effort between the Engineering Department and the Department of Public Works aimed at improving stormwater management and reducing recurring flooding concerns for area residents.
	Roads Street preparation is a critical step in ensuring the success and longevity of roadway improvement projects. DPW crews are actively preparing curbing, catch basins, and related roadway structures ahead of paving operations. Completing this work in advance helps ensure proper drainage, improves the quality of the finished roadway, and extends the overall life of the pavement.
	Forestry The Buildings and Grounds Division recently completed the planting of Watertown’s Liberty Tree at Thompson Park, commemorating an important piece of the City’s history. Crews also planted spruce trees at Marble Street Park to create a natural visual buffer around the hydroelectric facilities, enhancing the park’s appearance while providing year-round environmental and aesthetic benefits.
	Additionally, Cedar Waxwings have returned to the area and can be seen feeding on serviceberries along the front entrance to City Hall. The City continues to prioritize the  selection of trees and plantings that support native wildlife while enhancing the urban forest.
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	Fish Bypass Project Update Repairs to the Fish Bypass Project have been placed on hold pending receipt of updated regulatory guidance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. In the interim, the City plans to dewater the canal this summer to facilitate necessary repairs to the pumping system. This dewatering effort will also provide an opportunity to inspect the bypass pipe and assess its overall condition, allowing staff to determine the most effective long-term repair strategy.
	Hydroelectric Plant Breaker Relay System Upgrade The hydroelectric plant breaker relay system upgrade is ready to proceed following the completion of design, testing, and final inspection. Installation is currently awaiting favorable water levels, as the hydroelectric facility must be taken offline and disconnected from the electrical grid to safely complete the work.
	The upgraded relay system incorporates additional protective measures to meet future National Grid requirements associated with the City’s 2035 Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) license renewal.
	Municipal Hydroelectric Facility Located on the Black River at the Marble Street / Beebee Island site, the City’s hydroelectric facility continues to play an important role in local energy generation and infrastructure resilience.
	City Hall Court Renovation Construction continues to progress on the City Hall Court Renovation  project. The lower roof installation has been completed, and the City’s mechanical contractor continues connecting new ductwork and wiring to the air handling units.
	The general contractor has completed concrete forming for the new side entrance ramp footings and is currently preparing interior walls for painting as the project advances into its next phase of construction.
	Broadway Avenue West – Sanitary Sewer and Stormwater Improvements Construction has commenced on sanitary sewer and stormwater improvements along Broadway Avenue West to address aging infrastructure and improve service reliability for area residents.
	The project includes installation of a new sanitary sewer lateral with a backflow prevention device, upgrades to a portion of the Western Outfall Trunk Sewer (WOTS) system, and more than 190 linear feet of new storm drainage pipe with three drainage structures to enhance stormwater management. The contractor is coordinating work around existing utilities and is maintaining access to nearby properties throughout construction. Existing and new drainage infrastructure is shown below.
	Planning Commission The Planning Commission met on June 9, 2026, to review several development proposals throughout the City. The Commission approved subdivision requests for 424 Vanduzee Street and 430 State Street, approved a Site Plan and Special Use Permit for the new Jumpin’ Goat building at 430 State Street, tabled the Site Plan application for a parking lot expansion for Pete’s Restaurant at 111 Breen Avenue, and recommended City Council approval of a zoning change for 647 Flower Street.
	The Planning Commission is also looking to fill a vacancy for one of the members. For more information, please visit the Planning Commission website at: https://www.watertown-ny.gov/departments/MayorCityCouncil/BoardsCommissionsInfo
	Division Street Sidewalks Construction on the Division Street Sidewalk Project is nearing completion. The project fills a critical gap in the City's pedestrian network by providing a new sidewalk connection along the south side of Division Street East between the Starwood Apartments and the William J. Flynn Municipal Swimming Pool pictured above. The project is fully funded through Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Entitlement funds and has been constructed by the Department of Public Works crews.
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