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OPPORTUNITIES
WITH WATERTOWN
The City of Watertown is more than
a workplace; it is a place where your
work makes a real difference every
day. From maintaining essential
services to supporting our active
community, our employees play a
vital role in shaping the quality of life
for residents and visitors alike. If you
are looking for meaningful work,
professional growth, and the chance
to serve your community, we invite
you to explore the opportunities
currently available with the City of
Watertown.

NEW HIRES
The City is beginning its seasonal hiring process and
looks forward to welcoming both new and returning
team members for the upcoming season!

For a complete list of all the opportunities
available, visit our website:

https://watertown-portal.mycivilservice.com/jobopps 

https://watertown-portal.mycivilservice.com/jobopps


Stay updated with the meeting minutes from the 
May 4, 2026, City Council Meeting: 

City Council Meeting Minutes

Upcoming City Council Meetings - 7 pm in Council
Chambers at City Hall

Monday, May 18, 2026
Monday, June 1, 2026

Upcoming City Council Work Sessions - 7 pm in Council
Chambers at City Hall

Monday, May 11, 2026

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS

Upcoming Public Hearings

Monday, May 18th - 7:15pm

A Local Law Amending the Code of the
City of Watertown, Chapter 260:
Stormwater Management and Erosion
and Sediment Control

May 3–9, 2026, marks a time to recognize the vital role municipal clerks play in our
communities. Established in 1969 by the International Institute of Municipal Clerks and

later proclaimed by President Ronald Reagan in 1984, this week highlights the
dedication, professionalism, and integrity clerks bring to public service every day.

We extend our sincere thanks to the City of Watertown’s Clerk’s Office for their ongoing
commitment to serving residents and ensuring transparency in local government. Your

work makes a difference!

CELEBRATING THE 57TH ANNUAL PROFESSIONAL MUNICIPAL CLERKS WEEK

City Clerk - Ann Saunders
Deputy City Clerk - Lisa Carr

https://www.watertown-ny.gov/meetingdashboard/330/




POLICE DEPARTMENT
Police Academy (Class of 2026): 
The newest police recruit class is in week 10 of
the Basic Police Academy. They spent the
past couple weeks at the Leo Rutledge
Memorial Firearms Range learning essential
firearms safety, fundamental marksmanship,
and high-stress tactical skills such as
clearing malfunctions, reloading under
pressure, and engaging targets in diverse
lighting and real-world scenarios.

WPD Therapy Dog Luna:
Luna making the rounds! First
stop, the Captain’s Office!

Donation:
Purina (the dog chow people)
donated a one-year supply of
dog food for each of our working
dogs! K9 Jochie, K9 Bach, and
Therapy Dog Luna are very
grateful!

Community Interaction: 
New Life Christian Church
treated the Watertown Police
Department to a warm meal
during their Serve Weekend.
Thank you to these amazing
community members for
brightening our day!

On May 3rd, Officer Virginia
Sherrill caught Nolan and Jack

wearing their helmets while
riding their bikes. They were

rewarded with ice cream
certificates, which they
redeemed at Frosty’s. 



FIRE DEPARTMENT
Structure Fire – 209 Mechanic Street

Watertown firefighters responded to 209 Mechanic Street at 11:19 PM for a reported structure fire.
While enroute Jefferson County Dispatch advised that the caller reported flames showing. Engine
2 arrived at a vacant 2-story duplex with heavy fire showing through the roof.

The structure was boarded up, making entry difficult. Engine 2 attempted an interior attack;
however, progress was halted by a large hole in the floor. Due to unsafe structural conditions
operations were moved to a defensive.

At the height of the fire, multiple handlines and master streams were utilized to extinguish the fire.
Extinguishment was difficult due to numerous structural changes over the years and multiple
roofs, creating many voids.
 
The Town of Watertown Fire Department was requested on mutual aid to assist with the recall of
personnel to cover the city. There were no injuries to civilians or fire department personnel.

Awards Ceremony 

On Friday, May 1st, the department presented 86 awards to its officers
and firefighters for 24 different emergency incidents. The awards ranged
from Stork Pins for assisting in the delivery of a child in the field to Life
Saving citations and many in between. The emergencies involved water
rescues, childbirths, cardiac arrests, structure fires, a scaffolding rescue,
an industrial accident, and more.

A member of the community who was resuscitated by department
personnel attended the awards ceremony to personally thank his
rescuers. While firefighters are often modest and quick to say they were
simply doing their job, the ceremony provided a meaningful opportunity
to recognize their dedication in front of their peers, families, and friends.

The department also swore in its newest officer, Captain Chad Crosby, a
15-year veteran of the department.

The department also congratulated Captain Derek Derouin on his
retirement after more than 28 years of service.



City Council Budget Work Sessions

Monday, March 30  - 5:30 p.m.th

Tuesday, March 31  - 5:30 p.m.st

Thursday, April 16  - 5:30 p.m.th

Friday, April 17  - 5:30 p.m.th

Lorem ipsum dolor sit
amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit. Mauris
venenatis, leo quis dictum
varius, tellus lectus eleifend
mauris, at vehicula purus
sem sit amet sapien. Sus.

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
The City of Watertown’s Purchasing Department is responsible for acquiring goods, services, and
construction projects on behalf of the City. The department ensures that procurement processes are fair,
transparent, and competitive through a formal bidding process. 

Auctions International #47255 – Police Department Miscellaneous Equipment – Ending 5/20/26
The City of Watertown Police Department is auctioning surplus miscellaneous equipment through
Auctions International’s online website. Please use the link to view the items: City of Watertown PD-NY
#47255
 
RFP #2026-05 Mowing Services – Code and Ordinance Enforcement (as needed) – Deadline 5/15/26
The City of Watertown is seeking sealed proposals from qualified, experienced skilled lawn care
professionals for mowing services to be performed at privately owned, non-compliant lawns located
within the City limits upon receiving a request for said services (as needed basis). Please use the link for
additional information: https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/527/
 
Bid #2026-12 Precast Concrete Products – Deadline 5/20/26
The City of Watertown is seeking sealed bids from qualified bidders for the purchase and delivery of
Precast Concrete Products for the Department of Public Works and Water Department, per departmental
specifications. Please use the link for additional information:
https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/528/
 
Bid #2026-14 Ready Mix Concrete Products – Deadline 5/27/26
The City of Watertown is seeking sealed bids from qualified bidders for the purchase and delivery of Ready
Mix Concrete Products for the Department of Public Works, per departmental specifications. Please use the
link for additional information: https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/531/
 
Bid #2026-15 Unarmed Security Services for the Flower Memorial Library – Deadline 5/28/26
The City of Watertown is seeking sealed bids from qualified bidders to provide unarmed security services
at the Flower Memorial Library. The successful bidder will be responsible for providing protection for library
staff, patrons, and materials and assisting in the enforcement of library and security policies and
procedures. Awarded vendor may be requested to provide services to other City departments on an as
needed basis. Please use the link for additional information:
https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/532/
 
RFP #2026-06 Granting Writing Services – Deadline 5/28/26
The City of Watertown is seeking sealed proposals from qualified vendors to provide proposals for Grant
Writing Services. The City is requesting pricing to complete an estimated 4-5 grant applications per year
under this contract. Please use the link for additional information:
https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/530/
 
RFP #2026-04 Naming Rights for the Watertown Municipal Arena – Deadline 6/2/26
The City of Watertown is seeking sealed proposals from qualified entities interested in securing the
naming rights for the City of Watertown Municipal Arena for a specified term as described in the Request
for Proposal. Please use the link for additional information:
https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/529/
 
Please visit our website at City of Watertown - Purchasing Department for all Bid/RFP opportunities. If you
are not already in our Evobid system, you will have to create a log in to our website system to download
the specifications. Once you submit your information, you will be notified of any changes on the Bid or RFP.
You will also automatically be invited to view any other project related to your company and have access
to our EvoBids platform to view any bids/RFPs currently open by the City of Watertown. Thank you.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.auctionsinternational.com%2Fauction%2F47255&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7Cf6fd4da54c92424f80ed08deac4151a5%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639137593708647231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ApLy4IXf7DuAuArwBFSnaSLmJQ0K9%2FL6LqlHhChyNJM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.auctionsinternational.com%2Fauction%2F47255&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7Cf6fd4da54c92424f80ed08deac4151a5%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639137593708647231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ApLy4IXf7DuAuArwBFSnaSLmJQ0K9%2FL6LqlHhChyNJM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprod3.evo.cloud%2Fwatertownny%2Fportal%2Fbids%2F527%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7Cf6fd4da54c92424f80ed08deac4151a5%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639137593708681170%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pGxHc8wWWSl%2F6tDtWmbXI%2BDtkmW1hyUBGf%2Fq%2BPO6PVM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprod3.evo.cloud%2Fwatertownny%2Fportal%2Fbids%2F528%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7Cf6fd4da54c92424f80ed08deac4151a5%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639137593708707590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X%2BuOZr5%2BOXhFaiJKie5GvUv5C53%2Fot5fpV6uvd2y5Ic%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprod3.evo.cloud%2Fwatertownny%2Fportal%2Fbids%2F531%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7Cf6fd4da54c92424f80ed08deac4151a5%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639137593708733240%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jgDZD8gMJELBo4MA%2BeL%2BWcBlF1G%2FeKMMGlmfG5%2FJQRc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprod3.evo.cloud%2Fwatertownny%2Fportal%2Fbids%2F532%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7Cf6fd4da54c92424f80ed08deac4151a5%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639137593708758639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sAP12C44vEwU8oseNkMHW4WRrgvmbfnQXojCW9fw6GY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprod3.evo.cloud%2Fwatertownny%2Fportal%2Fbids%2F530%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7Cf6fd4da54c92424f80ed08deac4151a5%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639137593708785078%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g9WtA455DZxVX52yMsw8UX4KoYE%2Fy%2BrrCZtQNw9PlNk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprod3.evo.cloud%2Fwatertownny%2Fportal%2Fbids%2F529%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7Cf6fd4da54c92424f80ed08deac4151a5%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639137593708810815%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n2A6cM8qbxQxfJBvpBehkk6zJm9351NfQa%2FX%2BW0Zn%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.watertown-ny.gov%2Fdepartments%2FPurchasing&data=05%7C02%7Cafowler%40watertown-ny.gov%7Cf6fd4da54c92424f80ed08deac4151a5%7Cd9b94236e8a34323ad8cb88b8bf66013%7C0%7C0%7C639137593708835452%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WHFc2hASd1eUcoZuyu14YXVFx8TosIPW%2Br%2FnR8B6m%2F4%3D&reserved=0


PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Vacant Rental Program
 
The City of Watertown has partnered with Neighbors of Watertown, Inc., to work with property
owners to repair and rehabilitate vacant homes in the City to increase the supply of rental
housing, bring vacant housing units back into productive use and improve neighborhoods.
 
The City assisted Neighbors of Watertown in securing $2.5 million in grant funding from New York
State through the Vacant Rental Program. Grants of $50,000 to $75,000 are available per eligible
housing unit to make repairs and improvements such as health and safety improvements and
correction of code violations. Typical improvements could include roof and window replacement,
siding replacement, plumbing and heating repairs and much more.
 
Planning and Code Enforcement Staff recently worked together to send owners of vacant and
blighted homes identified in our vacant housing database a letter informing them of the program
and providing a copy of the program application. To learn more about the program and apply
online, please visit the Neighbors of Watertown website at www.neighborsofwatertown.com, click
on the housing rehab programs tab and then select NYS Vacant Rental Program. Neighbors of
Watertown can also be contacted at 315-782-8497 for more information.

Division Street Sidewalks 
   
Work is nearing completion on the Division Street sidewalk project, which will fill in a critical gap in
the City’s sidewalk network.  The new sidewalk, along the south side of Division Street East, runs
adjacent to John Adams Field and provides a pedestrian connection from the Starwood
Apartments multifamily housing development to the William J. Flynn Municipal Swimming Pool.
No sidewalks previously existed on this segment of Division Street East.  The City is paying for the
project entirely with Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Entitlement funds.



Community Development Block Grant Project – 531 Bradley Street Demolition 

The demolition of 531 Bradley Street was completed on April 27. The structure was in very poor
condition and had been the subject of complaints from neighbors. The removal of the structure
has eliminated blight in this area of the City. Bids for the project were opened in February and
were awarded to the contractor in March. After ensuring that all required documentation was
submitted, the contractor was issued a Notice to Proceed with the demolition. The contractor has
demolished the house and has seeded the now level ground. The attached pictures show what
531 Bradley St. was like before, during and after the demolition process.

Before 
During

After



WATER DEPARTMENT

Service Repair
Various services across the city have had repairs due to extreme cold temperatures. Since the
start of the year, 46 water meters have been replaced as a result of freezing. Multiple services
have been isolated due to frozen burst pipes or ice dams damaging gas services, leaving the
property without heat.

Service Replacements
One Service line was replaced from the curb stop to the
meter.

Main Break/Leak Investigation
Leak studies have been performed in various
areas of the city and identified one service leak
that was repaired and another that will be
repaired or renewed in the coming weeks.

Safety/Training
On 4/29/26 the annual required training through
McNeil has been completed by the 
water department.

Hydrant Flushing
The annual hydrant flushing program started May 3  and will run until June
25 . Staff will perform flushing from 6:00 PM until 2:00 AM Sunday to
Thursday. A detailed list of times, dates, and streets can be found on the City
website.

rd

th

Hydrant Repair
Staff have repaired two
hydrants and evaluated more
damaged from use.



WATER TREATMENT PLANT
The Water Treatment Plant periodically cleans its coagulation and sedimentation (contact)
tanks as part of routine maintenance to ensure optimal treatment performance. During normal
operation, these basins remove suspended particles by forming and settling solids, which
accumulate over time as sludge on the tank floor. If not removed, this buildup can reduce the
effective treatment volume, interfere with proper settling, and lead to solids being carried over to
the filtration process. In addition, older sludge can become septic, producing gases that cause
solids to rise and further impact water clarity. Regular cleaning helps maintain proper hydraulic
conditions, supports efficient particle removal, and protects downstream processes, ensuring
the continued delivery of high-quality drinking water.

Coagulation and sedimentation tank maintenance and
cleaning (Contact Tank)

The Water Treatment Plant will be conducting its
annual sludge pit cleanout operation over the
coming weeks. This is a routine but critical
maintenance activity that ensures the
continued efficiency and reliability of the
treatment process. This year, operations will
begin with the center pit, which contains a
heavier and more concentrated sludge layer.
Due to the consistency of this material,
additional dilution and circulation efforts will be
required to allow for proper movement and
removal. The team anticipates focusing on this
section for the duration of the cleanout, which is
expected to take approximately two weeks. 

Annual sludge pit cleanout operations

The Water Treatment Plant has officially launched its dredge for the
upcoming dredging season. This annual operation is an important part
of maintaining proper capacity and performance within the plant’s
process basins. In the coming weeks, the team will be installing
discharge piping from the dredge to the designated drying beds,
where removed material will be safely managed and dewatered. This
proactive work helps ensure efficient plant operation and supports the
continued delivery of high-quality drinking water to the community. Dredge launched for the

upcoming dreding season



The Water Treatment Plant’s ongoing sludge management program plays a critical role in
maintaining efficient operations, protecting water quality, and ensuring compliance with state
and federal regulations. Routine cleaning of coagulation and sedimentation (contact) tanks,
annual sludge pit cleanout, and seasonal dredging operations all work together to remove
accumulated solids from the treatment process. These efforts help maintain proper hydraulic
conditions, prevent solids carryover to filtration, and ensure the plant continues to operate as
designed.

Over time, solids removed during treatment settle and accumulate within basins and pits. If not
properly managed, this buildup can reduce treatment capacity, interfere with settling processes,
and negatively impact overall system performance. Regular removal of this material supports
improved treatment efficiency and contributes to the consistent production of high-quality
drinking water for the community.

The Water Treatment Plant recently identified damage to an exterior electrical control box, likely
caused during snow removal operations over the winter months. This box contains 480-volt wiring
used to operate the facility’s main access gate remotely from the control room. Once snow
conditions subsided and a suitable weather window allowed for safe repairs, the Water Filtration
Plant maintenance team replaced the damaged unit with a new watertight electrical enclosure.
This repair restores full functionality of the gate system and ensures continued safe and reliable
operation.

Electrical control box damage
identified

New watertight electrical
enclosure installed



POLLUTION CONTROL

After an extended period of wet weather and high
flows, the crew at the Pollution Control Facility was
finally able to safely enter the detritor area at the
headworks as flows have now decreased. Staff
removed accumulated rock and debris and installed a
new grease fitting on the screw conveyor to ensure
preventative maintenance activities can continue to
be performed effectively. 

Chemical bid proposals for treatment chemicals at the
Pollution Control Facility have been received. Each year, facility
operators conduct performance testing on proposed chemical

products to evaluate treatment efficiency and compare
dosage requirements against overall cost to ensure the most

effective and economical option is selected. 
 

The Pollution Control Facility is continuing to return to normal
operations following the major maintenance evolution involving the
cleaning of the 770,000-gallon primary digester. During the cleaning
process, the facility continued to collect solids but had limited ability
to process them. With the digester back in service, solids are once
again being actively processed rather than stored, allowing
operation to normalize. 

 
Operators at the Pollution Control Facility are repairing

internal components of a valve associated with the Final A
Settling Tank. The valve was leaking and permitted air

intrusion into the system during sludge pump operation. 



 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Roads Division
 
Crews continue progress on
Division Street with installation of
new sidewalks, placement and
grading of topsoil for restoration,
construction of driveway
approaches, and installation of
stair access connecting the
sidewalk to the adjacent park.
This work improves pedestrian
accessibility, drainage, and
overall streetscape conditions in
the corridor.

Sewer Division 
 
Crews are utilizing the new sewer van
throughout the city to enhance efficiency
and response capabilities. Its compact
design allows improved maneuverability
in tight and congested areas, enabling
work in locations that were previously
difficult to access. In addition, the sewer
crew continues installing new
infrastructure along city streets to support
system reliability and long-term service
improvements.

Training
 
Crews participated in a two-day equipment training
hosted by Milton CAT focused on operation of the
paver and roller ahead of the paving season. The
training included both classroom instruction and
hands-on field exercises, where crews conducted a
mock paving operation using sand. Staff gained a
deeper understanding of advanced paver functions,
improved operational techniques, and had the
opportunity to ask detailed questions in a practical
setting. The timing of this training positions crews
well for the start of the paving season.



Forestry Division 

On April 24, 2026, the City celebrated 26 years as a Tree
City USA community alongside Mayor Sarah Compo
Pierce and Tree Watertown during the annual Arbor Day
event. A Bur Oak was planted by DPW in honor of Mike
Lumbis, Planning and Community Development Director,
in recognition of his leadership and decades-long
commitment to the City’s tree program. Throughout his
30-year career with the City, Mike has played a key role
in the planting of thousands of trees that continue to
shape Watertown’s urban forest.
 

On April 25, 2026, the City held its annual spring volunteer tree planting in partnership with
the Watertown Noon Rotary and Tree Watertown. For more than 30 years, the Rotary has
supported this effort through donations and hands-on participation. This year, more than 60
volunteers planted 53 trees along Ohio Street and Eastern Boulevard. Special thanks are
extended to New York State Department of Transportation for issuing the necessary permit,
and to the DPW Buildings and Grounds crew for preparing the planting sites in advance of
the event.

Electrical Division 
 
The City of Watertown and DPW would like to recognize
the retirement of Chris Misercola following 30 years of
dedicated service to the Electrical Department. Chris
was known for his attention to detail, strong work ethic,
and commitment to the job, serving as a role model to
many throughout his career. He was a valued and
crucial member of the team and will be greatly missed.
The entire city staff extends its sincere appreciation for
his years of service and wishes him the very best in his
retirement.



PARKS AND RECREATION
Ice season has come to a close. Thank you to all the groups, spectators, and patrons who helped
make it a successful season! We’ll see you again in the fall.

In the meantime, join us this spring and summer for a variety of events. Events during the
month of May include:

May 9 – Indoor Monster Yard Sale 
May 16 – MMA Fights 
May 21 – Career Jam 

May 30 – Pickleball Tournament

Tennis Courts: Parks & Recreation crews have been hard at work completing the annual
cleaning and preparation of the courts in Thompson Park. As the weather continues to improve,
be sure to stop by and enjoy a game of tennis or racquetball!

Pools: With swim season just around the corner, crews are hard at work preparing the pools
and splash pads for another exciting summer! We look forward to welcoming families and
swimmers back for another great summer filled with swim lessons, open swim, splash pad fun,
and plenty of opportunities to cool off and enjoy the season. Stay tuned for opening dates and
additional summer program information.



Youth Baseball: 

The City of Watertown Parks & Recreation Department is offering both 10U & 13U Youth Baseball
programs this summer, focused on fun, skill development, and teamwork. Open to players ages 8–13,
the league runs from June 29 – July 31. Registration is open from April 13 through June 12, and both
individual players and local teams are welcome to participate. 
Volunteer coaches are also needed to help make the season a success. Don’t miss this opportunity for
young athletes to stay active, build skills, and enjoy the game this summer!
Information on 6U & 8U baseball will be released soon!

Pickleball: 

Get ready for a fun and competitive day on the court at
the Watertown Parks & Recreation Pickleball Tournament!
Join players of all ages and skill levels on Saturday, May
30 at 9:00 AM at the Watertown Municipal Arena. This
double-elimination tournament will feature four divisions
including Women’s, Beginner, Intermediate, and Open
(2–4.5 combined rating), giving everyone a chance to
compete at the right level. The entry fee is $40 per team,
and registration is open March 30 - May 28. Gather your
partner, register your team, and come enjoy an exciting
day of pickleball!



 The Thompson Park Golf Course is now open!  Spring hours will be weekdays
beginning at 8:00am and weekends beginning at 7:30am.

Promote your business at the Thompson Park
Golf Course with a tee box sponsor sign and
put your company in front of thousands of
golfers all season long. With 18 tee box signs
available, our custom 6” x 12” sign featuring
your business name and logo will be
professionally displayed on the course.
At $500 per hole, this is a great opportunity to
gain consistent, local visibility while
supporting community recreation. Contact
Parks & Recreation at 315-755-6475 for more
details and to reserve your spot.

CO-ED Softball:

The City of Watertown Parks & Recreation
Department is now welcoming new teams for
the 2026 Co-ed Softball season! Team
registration runs April 6 through May 15, with the
season set to begin June 1. Register online at
https://secure.rec1.com/NY/watertown-
ny/catalog or call 315-785-7775 for more
information.
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	MAY 8, 2026
	CITY OF WATERTOWN
	CITY MANAGER UPDATE
	OPPORTUNITIES WITH WATERTOWN
	NEW HIRES
	The City is beginning its seasonal hiring process and looks forward to welcoming both new and returning team members for the upcoming season!
	For a complete list of all the opportunities available, visit our website: https://watertown-portal.mycivilservice.com/jobopps

	CELEBRATING THE 57TH ANNUAL PROFESSIONAL MUNICIPAL CLERKS WEEK

	POLICE DEPARTMENT
	FIRE DEPARTMENT
	Structure Fire – 209 Mechanic Street
	Awards Ceremony

	PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
	The City of Watertown’s Purchasing Department is responsible for acquiring goods, services, and construction projects on behalf of the City. The department ensures that procurement processes are fair, transparent, and competitive through a formal bidding process.
	Auctions International #47255 – Police Department Miscellaneous Equipment – Ending 5/20/26 The City of Watertown Police Department is auctioning surplus miscellaneous equipment through Auctions International’s online website. Please use the link to view the items: City of Watertown PD-NY #47255
	RFP #2026-05 Mowing Services – Code and Ordinance Enforcement (as needed) – Deadline 5/15/26 The City of Watertown is seeking sealed proposals from qualified, experienced skilled lawn care professionals for mowing services to be performed at privately owned, non-compliant lawns located within the City limits upon receiving a request for said services (as needed basis). Please use the link for additional information: https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/527/
	Bid #2026-12 Precast Concrete Products – Deadline 5/20/26 The City of Watertown is seeking sealed bids from qualified bidders for the purchase and delivery of Precast Concrete Products for the Department of Public Works and Water Department, per departmental specifications. Please use the link for additional information: https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/528/
	Bid #2026-14 Ready Mix Concrete Products – Deadline 5/27/26 The City of Watertown is seeking sealed bids from qualified bidders for the purchase and delivery of Ready Mix Concrete Products for the Department of Public Works, per departmental specifications. Please use the link for additional information: https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/531/
	Bid #2026-15 Unarmed Security Services for the Flower Memorial Library – Deadline 5/28/26 The City of Watertown is seeking sealed bids from qualified bidders to provide unarmed security services at the Flower Memorial Library. The successful bidder will be responsible for providing protection for library staff, patrons, and materials and assisting in the enforcement of library and security policies and procedures. Awarded vendor may be requested to provide services to other City departments on an as needed basis. Please use the link for additional information: https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/532/
	RFP #2026-06 Granting Writing Services – Deadline 5/28/26 The City of Watertown is seeking sealed proposals from qualified vendors to provide proposals for Grant Writing Services. The City is requesting pricing to complete an estimated 4-5 grant applications per year under this contract. Please use the link for additional information: https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/530/
	RFP #2026-04 Naming Rights for the Watertown Municipal Arena – Deadline 6/2/26 The City of Watertown is seeking sealed proposals from qualified entities interested in securing the naming rights for the City of Watertown Municipal Arena for a specified term as described in the Request for Proposal. Please use the link for additional information: https://prod3.evo.cloud/watertownny/portal/bids/529/
	Please visit our website at City of Watertown - Purchasing Department for all Bid/RFP opportunities. If you are not already in our Evobid system, you will have to create a log in to our website system to download the specifications. Once you submit your information, you will be notified of any changes on the Bid or RFP. You will also automatically be invited to view any other project related to your company and have access to our EvoBids platform to view any bids/RFPs currently open by the City of Watertown. Thank you.
	City Council Budget Work Sessions

	PLANNING DEPARTMENT
	Vacant Rental Program
	Division Street Sidewalks

	Community Development Block Grant Project – 531 Bradley Street Demolition
	The demolition of 531 Bradley Street was completed on April 27. The structure was in very poor condition and had been the subject of complaints from neighbors. The removal of the structure has eliminated blight in this area of the City. Bids for the project were opened in February and were awarded to the contractor in March. After ensuring that all required documentation was submitted, the contractor was issued a Notice to Proceed with the demolition. The contractor has demolished the house and has seeded the now level ground. The attached pictures show what 531 Bradley St. was like before, during and after the demolition process.

	WATER DEPARTMENT
	WATER TREATMENT PLANT
	The Water Treatment Plant periodically cleans its coagulation and sedimentation (contact) tanks as part of routine maintenance to ensure optimal treatment performance. During normal operation, these basins remove suspended particles by forming and settling solids, which accumulate over time as sludge on the tank floor. If not removed, this buildup can reduce the effective treatment volume, interfere with proper settling, and lead to solids being carried over to the filtration process. In addition, older sludge can become septic, producing gases that cause solids to rise and further impact water clarity. Regular cleaning helps maintain proper hydraulic conditions, supports efficient particle removal, and protects downstream processes, ensuring the continued delivery of high-quality drinking water.
	The Water Treatment Plant will be conducting its annual sludge pit cleanout operation over the coming weeks. This is a routine but critical maintenance activity that ensures the continued efficiency and reliability of the treatment process. This year, operations will begin with the center pit, which contains a heavier and more concentrated sludge layer. Due to the consistency of this material, additional dilution and circulation efforts will be required to allow for proper movement and removal. The team anticipates focusing on this section for the duration of the cleanout, which is expected to take approximately two weeks.
	The Water Treatment Plant has officially launched its dredge for the upcoming dredging season. This annual operation is an important part of maintaining proper capacity and performance within the plant’s process basins. In the coming weeks, the team will be installing discharge piping from the dredge to the designated drying beds, where removed material will be safely managed and dewatered. This proactive work helps ensure efficient plant operation and supports the continued delivery of high-quality drinking water to the community.

	The Water Treatment Plant’s ongoing sludge management program plays a critical role in maintaining efficient operations, protecting water quality, and ensuring compliance with state and federal regulations. Routine cleaning of coagulation and sedimentation (contact) tanks, annual sludge pit cleanout, and seasonal dredging operations all work together to remove accumulated solids from the treatment process. These efforts help maintain proper hydraulic conditions, prevent solids carryover to filtration, and ensure the plant continues to operate as designed.
	Over time, solids removed during treatment settle and accumulate within basins and pits. If not properly managed, this buildup can reduce treatment capacity, interfere with settling processes, and negatively impact overall system performance. Regular removal of this material supports improved treatment efficiency and contributes to the consistent production of high-quality drinking water for the community.
	The Water Treatment Plant recently identified damage to an exterior electrical control box, likely caused during snow removal operations over the winter months. This box contains 480-volt wiring used to operate the facility’s main access gate remotely from the control room. Once snow conditions subsided and a suitable weather window allowed for safe repairs, the Water Filtration Plant maintenance team replaced the damaged unit with a new watertight electrical enclosure. This repair restores full functionality of the gate system and ensures continued safe and reliable operation.
	POLLUTION CONTROL
	DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
	Roads Division
	Training
	Sewer Division

	Forestry Division
	Electrical Division
	PARKS AND RECREATION
	In the meantime, join us this spring and summer for a variety of events. Events during the month of May include:
	May 9 – Indoor Monster Yard Sale  May 16 – MMA Fights  May 21 – Career Jam  May 30 – Pickleball Tournament

	Pickleball:
	Youth Baseball:
	The Thompson Park Golf Course is now open!  Spring hours will be weekdays beginning at 8:00am and weekends beginning at 7:30am.
	CO-ED Softball:
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