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Watertown in Bloom – Spring has Arrived: 
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Wastewater Treatment Plant: 

 

 
 

 

 

DPW provided support using the vac truck to empty the lift station at the Industrial Park. At the 

Pollution Control facility, the crew fabricated new mounting brackets for the installation of a new 

style pump. This new pump will match the existing one in the station, ensuring uniformity. Having 

two pumps in each lift station ensures redundancy. 
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Workers at the Pollution Control Facility examined and adjusted the chain within the Final A tank. 

Tanks undergo annual cleaning and inspection as part of preventive maintenance. 

The Department of Public Works (DPW), personnel from the Pollution Control Facility, a contractor, and 

a septic hauler work together to shift power from the old transfer switch to the new one. 
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The contractor has completed the installation of new pads for emergency generators at three lift stations: 

Laucheneur Dr, Cedar St, and Gaffney Dr. These new generators will enable the lift stations to operate in 

the event of a power loss from National Grid. This is crucial for preventing sewer line backups during 

abnormal power outages. 
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A local business replaced the broken glass panels at the pollution control facility. 

 



            City Manager’s   

Status and Information Update      
May 3,  2024 

 
 

 

Stump Clean-Up: 

 

DPW has been out removing stumps left from the wind storms we received over the winter.  In this 

case at the golf course we elected to fully remove the stump.  In most cases we grind them down to 

at least 6” below the surface.  Stumps are unslightly and we try our very best to keep up on 

removing them. 

                       

 

 

Mowing: 

 

Mowing season has started and so has DPW.  DPW has started with our regular mowing schedule 

keeping all city owned property’s looking the very best that they can.         
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Building Demolition: 

 

DPW removed the old scale house at the City landfill.  The building was deteriorted and unsafe to 

the point where it was going to fall in..  Building demolition is another operation DPW is capable of 

completing when it is neccesary.  It will be nice to see it all cleaned up.   

 

            

 

Street Construction: 

 
DPW is back at milling/paving construction of streets.  Streets like this one are evaluated every year and are decided on 

to what extent they need to be redone.  Starbuck street shown will be milled to the correct cross slope and paved.  

Drainage and ADA will be improved as well.    
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WPD Police Office of the Year: 

 

Officer Eric McLane was the Watertown Police Department “Officer of the Year” awardee for 2024.  

The American Legion (Post 61) holds the annual event to honor a Watertown Police officer, a 

Watertown Firefighter, a Watertown area NY State Trooper, a NY State Corrections officer, a 

Jefferson County Sheriff’s Deputy, a Jefferson County Sheriff’s Corrections Officer, and a Jefferson 

County Dispatcher.  Officer McLane was recognized for assisting in cutting down a hanging victim 

and performing CPR on the subject until he was relieved by EMS personnel.  The subject survived 

and Officer McLane followed up with the subject, frequently checking in on them and building a 

rapport.  When the subject attempted suicide again a few months later, Officer McLane was called to 

the scene to speak with the subject.  He was able to find out what had happened and convinced the 

subject to seek help for their mental health issues. Great job Officer McLane!! 

 

 
 

WPD Officer Eric McLane shows Chief Charles Donoghue his “Officer of the Year” plaque from the 

American Legion Post 61 (Watertown).  He also received certificates of appreciation from the City of 

Watertown, Jefferson County, the NY State Assembly, and the NY State Senate. 

 

Police lateral Transfers: 

 

The Watertown Police Department is still looking for police officer transfers.  NY State certified 

police officers may apply by visiting the City of Watertown Civil Service website at: 

https://watertown-portal.mycivilservice.com/jobopps 

https://watertown-portal.mycivilservice.com/jobopps


            City Manager’s   

Status and Information Update      
May 3,  2024 

 
 

 

Onondaga County Police Officers Killed in the Line of Duty: 

On Sunday, April 14th, Onondaga County Sheriff’s Lieutenant Michael Hoosock and Syracuse Police 

Officer Michael Jensen were both shot and killed during an ambush by a crime suspect in Salina NY, 

outside of Syracuse.  On Tuesday morning, Watertown Police Officers participated in procession, 

escorting the remains of Syracuse Officer Michael Jensen from the Onondaga County Medical 

Examiner’s Office in Syracuse, to Rome, NY.  Officer Jensen’s funeral took place on Saturday, April 

20th at St. John the Baptist Church in Rome, NY.  Lt. Hoosock’s funeral took place on Monday, 

April 22nd, at the Exposition Center, NY State Fairgrounds.   

                                     

      

                               

 

     

   
 

                    WPD Honor Guard Personnel attended both Funerals 

One of two Watertown Police patrol cars escorting Syracuse Police Officer Michael Jensen’s remains 

from Syracuse to Rome, NY. 

The long police procession was greeted at every overpass by personnel from police, fire, and EMS units, 

as well as civilians, all paying their respects to Officer Michael Jensen. 
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Burlington Street Reconstruction: 

 

The City Engineering, Planning, DPW, and Water Department have received and reviewed Aubertine 

and Currier’s 99% Design Drawings, and submitted their comments. Aubertine and Currier is now 

completing the designs and specifications for this project, and it will be put out to bid soon.  

 

Flower Memorial Library Cornice Repointing: 

 

Heritage Masonry began construction for this project on 04-22-2024. 

 

Flower Memorial Library Rear Window and Lighting Replacement: 

 

The contractor has installed the new windows on the library, and only one panel is left to install. A 

final walkthrough was held 04-17-2024, and only minor punch list items were found. Once the punch 

list items are completed and the final panel is installed, construction for this project will be complete. 
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William J Flynn Pool and Bathhouse Rehabilitation: 

 

Con Tech Building Systems has begun installing the new fence around the pool deck, and Sundance 

Leisure has started tiling the pool shell. Once all the tile is installed, the pool shell will be plastered 

and water will start being added into the pool. Blackstone Electric has installed all of the lighting 

controls , and met with the City IT Department on 04-19-2024 to discuss locations for the new 

security cameras. Hyde Stone has installed the new hose bib on the Bathhouse exterior and the new 

water drinking fountain inside the Bathhouse. 
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Guide to Sump Pump Connections: 
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HAZ-MAT / Motor Vehicle Accident: 

 

On Wednesday April 24,2024, the Watertown Fire Department responded mutual aid to US Route 11 

in the Town of Watertown to mitigate a hazardous material spill resulting from a tanker rollover.  The 

department responded with the Jefferson County hazardous material vehicles and an engine from the 

city. 

 

   
 

 

 

Promotional Ceremony: 

 

Friday evening, April 19th, a pinning ceremony was held at our Massey St Fire Station. While they 

were promoted on November 19, 2023, on this evening Captain Craig Rowsam and Captain Allen 

Mullin swore an oath to continue to serve the City of Watertown Fire Dept in front of those in 

attendance including their brother firefighters, family, and friends.  They will now serve as newly 

appointed officers in charge of their own respective companies.  Additionally, five firefighters 

received their firefighter leather fronts signifying completion of their probationary 

period.  Firefighters Jon Castilleja, Tyler VanCamp, Travis Docteur, Jesse Grove-Rose, and 

Christopher Strough were hired on 3/27/2023 and completed their probationary period on 3/27/2024. 

Congratulations to our newly appointed Captains and Firefighters on their recent accomplishments. 
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Recruit Academy: 

 

The recruit academy is completing their 9th week of firefighter training. This week the recruits 

participated in ladder company operations, aerial operations, and firefighter survival.  All candidates 

continue to impress and are progressing well.  Graduation is currently slated for May 31, 2024. 
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Planning Department:

542 Cooper St Demolition: 

 

Friends of Thompson Park: 

 

Fifteen people participated in the first Thompson Park Workday of the year held by the Friends of 

Thompson Park on Saturday, April 20. Volunteers cleared brush and invasive species near the park 

entrance along Joseph M. Butler Jr. Drive. A section of trail was cleared and delineated with logs and 

an area that will be used for part of the disc golf course was also cleared. 

 

NNY Community Foundation: 

 

The Youth Philanthropy Council will be conducting a special workday on Sunday, May 5th from 1 

pm to 4 pm to continue the efforts to remove invasive species in Thompson Park. Work completed 

during the last several years has opened up views, created new trails and has reclaimed space 

previously overrun by invasive buckthorn and honeysuckle. The Friends of Thompson Park will host 

their next regular workday on Saturday, May 18th from 9 am to 12 pm. 

 

 

 

D&S Excavating worked on 

demolishing a city-owned 

condemned structure last week at 

542 Cooper Street.  The City hired 

D&S Excavating following a 

competitive bid process in February 

and is paying for the demolition with 

Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) entitlement funds.  

The photo (taken Wednesday, April 

17, 2024) shows the demolition 

underway. The remaining work for 

the project site will be to seed and 

topsoil the parcel which is weather-

dependent.  
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Full Summer Schedule with More Events Coming Sooon : 
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Seasonal Employment: 

The Parks & Recreation Department is still accepting applications for seasonal employment.  To 
apply please visit https://watertown-portal.mycivilservice.com/jobopps                        

Thompson Park Golf Course New Website: 

https://thompsonparkgolfcourse.watertown-ny.gov/ to check it out or to book your next tee time!  A 

new mobile app will be launched in a few weeks, allowing golfers to book tee times, purchase season 

passes, and it will also have a GPS and scoring feature. 

 

 

Pickleball: 

 

Heer are a few new opportunities! For additional information please visit : 

https://secure.rec1.com/NY/watertown-ny/catalog or call 315-785-7775. 

 

          
 

https://watertown-portal.mycivilservice.com/jobopps
https://thompsonparkgolfcourse.watertown-ny.gov/
https://secure.rec1.com/NY/watertown-ny/catalog%20or%20call%20315-785-7775
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Thompson Park Tennis Courts: 

Crews have been working to clean the tennis courts in Thompson Park.  This work in ongoing and 

will continue until the courts are clean. 

               

 

 

Softball Fields: 

Matthew Melvin held his second annual anti-bullying softball tournament Saturday & Sunday April 

20th & 21st.  Special guest and former Buffalo Bills player Darryl Talley was in town offering support 

for this event. In total 9 teams participated.     
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Pictured here: Seth with the City Engineer Tom Compo 


