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Engineering Department 
 
Bridge Reconstruction – Mill and Pearl Streets 
Message Board Signs have been in place for the past two weeks and a press release was issued to 
notify the public about the start of the bridge rehabilitation projects and traffic control measures that 
will be implemented beginning as early as June 3rd.  Mill Street will be reduced to a single lane with 
alternating single lane traffic for the first two weeks, and then be open to two way traffic for a 
majority of the project.  Pearl Street Bridge will be reduced to a single lane with alternating single 
lane traffic for the entirety of the project.  Limited closures will be required at certain phases of the 
project, which is expected to be completed this Fall. 
 
Flower Avenue East Reconstruction  
The contractor, Luck Brothers, is wrapping up minor punchlist items, survey monumentation, 
handicap ramps, and lawn restoration work.   
 
Flynn Pool Filter Replacement  
J.E. Sheehan Construction, the contractor, has completed installation of the new pool filter piping, 
strainer and accessories.  The filter system will be tested and ready for deployment for the 2019 swim 
season. 
 

   
 
Central Street Sidewalk Project  
The Contractor, Luck Brothers, has completed over 4,000 feet of new sidewalk on Central Street, 
Remington Street, and Burchard Street. Approximately 600 linear feet remain to be installed, in 
addition to paving and handicap ramp work. 
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Cooper Street Sanitary Sewer Outfall  
Atlantic Testing Laboratories completed boring samples to determine depth to bedrock for the new 
sewer main alignment which runs through backyards between Thompson Street and Leray Street.   
The design of the Cooper Street Outfall is progressing.  Detailed evaluation of certain sections of pipe 
which were not passable for televising will be completed in the next few weeks by a contractor with 
specialized equipment.  Once results are in, the amount of 24” sewer pipe replacement will be known, 
and the remaining sections will received a cured in place liner, which reduces excavation costs 
significantly by using the existing pipe as the host for the liner. 
 
Fairgrounds Stadium – Concrete Patio 
The City Hall Buildings and Grounds Staff built and installed the high top patio railing along the 
backside of the new “Party Patio” this week.  The 32’ railing serves as a high top drink and food table 
for spectators enjoying the new stamped concrete patio area.  The railing only runs 32’ of the 48’ long 
patio to allow foot traffic in and out of the patio and to allow setup of the food serving area at the end 
near the Grandstand, per the request of the Rapids’.  Kudos to Supervisor John Eyles and his crew for 
coming in early and staying late to work this into their other day to day duties as a special project. 
 

         
 
Harrison Street Sewer Project  
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Design is progressing for the sewer reconstruction project. 
 
Huntington Street Sidewalk Project CDBG Phase 3-4  
Concrete Slipform Inc (CSI) has completed about 95% of the $266,203 project, including 11,000 
square feet of sidewalk and (16) handicap ramps.  Only minor punchlist items remain to be 
completed.  
 
Newell Street Boiler Replacemen 
Jade Stone Engineering has been contracted to provide final design and construction administration 
services for a new Steam Boiler Replacement System at the DPW Building located at 521 Newell 
Street.  The steam boiler, which is estimated over 75 years old, suffered a catastrophic failure and 
must be replaced with a new system by this fall.  Asbestos testing of the piping, insulation, and 
smokestack have been completed and results are pending.  Once evaluation and design of a the 
replacement system and alternatives is complete, the project will be put out to bid, tentatively this 
July, for construction this fall. 

 
 
Sherman-Iroquois Intersection Improvements  
Plans are out for bid to make geometry changes to the right turn from Iroquois onto Sherman St and 
improve handicap ramps. 
 
Sidewalk Improvement District #13  
The Contractor, Luck Brothers, has completed excavation and removal of sidewalk on Pleasant Street 
North.  Gill St sidewalk removal has begun and portions of retaining walls and sidewalk have been  
installed.  The $244,438 project includes almost 15,000 square feet of sidewalk in the areas of Indiana 
Ave North, Gill St, and Bronson St.   
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Thompson Blvd Street Reconstruction (Franklin St to Park Circle) 
Design is being finalized on reconstruction of this 2,000 foot section of road.  DPW and Engineering 
met on site to address drainage issues so DPW can order catch basins and plan for installation this 
summer, before the cold in place pavement recycling operation is performed by contractor. Early to 
mid July is targeted for the paving work. 
 
Western Blvd 
The contractor, Black Horse Group, is finishing up punchlist items.  While weather has slowed 
progress, the project is continuing to move forward and narrow in on completion.   In addition to 
paving, and sidewalk work, the lighting system was completed this week and the new LED fixtures 
are lighting up the roadway. 
 

  
 
 
City Hall Buildings and Grounds Staff 
 
Now that spring is here, Maintenance Staff has also been working on spring up keep at City hall and 
the flower Memorial Library to ensure that the curb appeal is at its best.  They have painted and 
repaired benches and trashcans, mulched all of the trees and flowerbed, laid grass seed and installed 
two new fountain pumps at the library. 
 

       

City benches and trashcans 

have been repaired and 

repainted 
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Water Department 
 
On Friday, May 24, the Water Department hosted Councilwoman Sarah Compo for a nearly four hour 
tour of the many facilities and especially the on-going projects and those in the budget for the coming 
fiscal year.  Below are some pictures of the day. 
 

 

The fountains at the Flower 

Memorial Library are up and 

running. 

All the flowerbeds at both City Hall and the Library 

have been fitted with new mulch and are in full 

bloom! 
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Councilwoman Sarah Compo and Chief Operator Aaron Harvill      Councilwoman Compo & Chief Harvill in the chlorine control room  
Downstairs in the pump house at the Water Filtration             at the Water Filtration Plant. 
Plant 

 
Councilwoman Compo and Engineer Jeff Hamilton at the hydro plant 
 

  
Councilwoman Compo and Chief Operator Mark Crandall in the Solids     Councilwoman Compo and Chief Crandall at the Wastewater    Handling 
building at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.                                                 Plant intake building observing installation of new equipment. 

 

CHARITY 

HOPE 

FAITH 
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Hydroelectric 
All three turbines continued to run all week. 
 
Water Treatment 
Although the Water Filtration Plant is in compliance, disinfection by-product (DBP) results showed 
an increase in May. 
 
The Water Plant discontinued the pilot study of feeding pre-filter chlorine and has operated two full 
weeks in this manner, this is just one of the tactics for reducing DBP’s. 
 
Meetings were held with contractors for the clear well cleaning which will require divers. 
 
Three interviews were conducted for the vacant Operator Trainee position and a vacant Water 
Treatment Plant Maintenance Mechanic position was posted. 
 
Wastewater 
The plant staff has completed the install of the new digester feed pump and grinder in the Solids 
Disposal Building. They are currently working on the replacement of the Solids Disposal Building 
scum pump and grinder. 
 
Henderson Brothers are on-site for the grit  system project and should be completed in two to three 
weeks 
 
The contractors are on site and staging for the Phase 1B Solids Disposal Modification Project. 
 
Distribution 
Distribution crews prepped the site and installed the auto flushing hydrant on Holcomb Street.  Once 
programmed, it will be utilized to improve DBP’s. 
 
Flushing of the distribution system began Sunday, May 5, 2019 at 6pm to 2am and will continue 
through 6/27/2019.  Water main flushing is a routine operation done every year to clean and maintain 
the city’s water system.  
  
There was a 4” main break on the 300 block of Clay Street.  The rocky conditions of the soils made 
repairs difficult. 
 




