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Office of Civil Service 
 
We will be offering a Police Officer Civil Service exam on Saturday, September 14, 2019.  This 
examination is open to all qualified applicants who possess a high school diploma or GED.  
Candidates must be 19 years of age on or before the date of the exam to be eligible. 
 
There is a new test guide, which includes a practice test, to assist candidates in preparing for the new 
entry-level law enforcement officer examination.  The “Guide to the Entry-Level Law Enforcement 
Officer Examination Series” is available at the following website:  
https://www.cs.ny.gov/testing/testguides.cfm.   
 
Candidates may visit the City’s website at www.watertown-ny.gov  for the examination 
announcement and application.  All applications must be received by August 12, 2019. 
 
Assessment Department 
 
The State Supreme Court has granted the City’s motion to dismiss the Article 7 Tax Assessment 
claim filed by ARHC NCWTNNY01 LLC.  The property at 1571 Washington Street is the site of a 
48,000+ sq ft medical office building and has a current assessment of $9,161,600.  Petitioner had 
claimed a value of $916,000.  This quick conclusion to a suit first brought in April 2019 negates the 
need for expensive appraisals, settlement discussions, trial or refunds. The property owners have the 
option to file an appeal and/or to file a new complaint based on next year’s assessment.  
 
Engineering Department 
 
Arsenal Street Crosswalk Improvements 
Plans have been sent to prospective contractors to relocate the crosswalk near County Courthouse to 
accommodate the left turn into Top of the Square.  This work is part of the restriping changes to the 
100-200 Blocks of Arsenal Street to improve pedestrian safety and targeted for completion by the end 
of summer. 
 
Black River Parkway and Commerce Park Drive Paving Project 
Plans were put out to bid last week for paving these two streets and repairing manhole and catch 
basin structures.  Bids are due August 8th and bid award by Council August 19th.  The work is 
anticipated for September-October this year. 
 
Cooper Street Outfall 
The utility design plans and specifications have been finalized.  The project, which entails 
replacement and repair of several hundred feet of sanitary sewer mains on Cooper Street and Harrison 
Street, will be put out to bid next week.   
 
Fairgrounds Grandstand Improvements 
Plans to improve the ventilation system at the lockers rooms in the Grandstand will proceed in the 
Red and Black Locker with the award of the contract to Hyde Stone for $18,040.   Improvements 
include new exhaust fans, ductwork, and ventilation to replace the inadequate system in place now, 
which is creating moisture and mold issues, and increasing maintenance costs on an annual basis.   

https://www.cs.ny.gov/testing/testguides.cfm
http://www.watertown-ny.gov/
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The Rapids Locker Room will be considered for ventilation improvements this fall, after the baseball 
season ends, or in the spring. 
 
Flower Avenue West 
The project is essentially complete, and the closeout paperwork will be finalized shortly, including 
the final tally of quantity overruns and underruns, which affect the contract value.   Lawn restoration 
concerns at a handfull of locations will continue to be monitored and addressed to ensure proper grass 
growth is attained. 
 
Mill Street & Pearl Street Bridge Rehabilitation 

  
 

      
 
Thompson Park Pool and Bathhouse  
Plans and specifications for the new pool and bathhouse were opened July 25th.   The bids totaled 
$2.5 Million, and when combined with other project costs for design, demolition of the pool, and 
construction administration, puts the total price tag at about $3 Million.  This exceeds the City’s $2.4 
Million budget and will be presented to Council on the August 5th Council meeting to take action. 
 
  

Work is progressing well on both bridges.  Paint 
removal and repainting of the Mill Street Bridge 
is underway, and concrete repair of the Pearl 
Street Bridge deck and abutments are advancing.  
The eastbound lane of Pearl Street Bridge deck 
will be poured soon and traffic will be switched 
over to allow demolition and rehab of the 
westbound lane. 
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Thompson Boulevard Reconstruction 
Reconstruction of the base layer of asphalt was completed last week by cold in place recycling.  DPW 
is working on the next phase which includes curbing and resetting drainage structure frames to finish 
grade. 
 

 
 
Western Boulevard  
This project is complete except for lawn restoration, as well as tree replacements, which will be 
monitored and completed this fall. 
 
 
 
Fire Department 

 
Ladder Safety Testing, a company based out of 
the Rochester area with many clients in 
Jefferson County, conduct ladder testing to 
ensure our department ladders meet the NFPA 
standard 1932 for use, maintenance and testing, 
as well as ensure that each ladder has the 
recommended labels and sensors affixed.  In 
this photo, a technician is weight-loading the 
center of the extension ladder with 500 pounds 
of weight.  The weight is then removed and the 
ladder’s ability to return to normal is measured.  
The testing of our department’s aerial devices 
will occur in October by another firm that 
specializes in aerial testing.  
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Included in the inspection trip is the firm’s ability 
to inspect our department’s class III and class II 
safety harnesses that are worn by our members 
when conducting specialized rescues, such as high 
angle rope and in confined spaces.  Here the owner 
of the company inspects a class III harness from 
Engine 1.  These test and inspections are conducted 
on an annual basis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confined space exercises – “B” Platoon completed their 
confined space exercise and utilized the lock-out tag-out 
equipment to simulate the isolation of power during the 
training session. During the drill, the key to the pad lock is 
given to the designated safety officer so that the power 
cannot be turned back on until the drill is completed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parks and Recreation 
 

 
 

As follow up to the initial complaint in regards to 
accessibility in Thompson Park, the City has paved the 
walkway by the stone wall that was repaired, added 
handicap parking spaces, ordered a more accessible 
door for the men’s restroom, worked with Parkitect’s to 
design a new part to make the Sway-fun more safe for 
kids with walkers, added a part-time laborer to assist 
with sweeping the walkway and keeping the engineered 
wood fiber level, requested quotes on poured in-place 
rubber, received a sample for an alternate to poured in-
place rubber , created a five year plan for the addition of 
ramps in Thompson Park and made all agencies 
involved aware of the complaints.   
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Water Department 
 
Hydroelectric 
July production is looking like it will be around average (1,435,632 kWh’s). 
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July Production

The Swim Lessons are taking 
place at William J. Flynn Pool. 
The kids are having a great time, 
and the department has received a 
lot of positive feedback from 
parents.  Currently, we have 41 
participants.  The lessons will 
conclude on Friday, August 2nd. 
 

The Annual Can-Am Softball 
Tournament will take place at the 
Fairgrounds and North Elementary this 
weekend.  
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Distribution 
Early Tuesday afternoon, a main break was discovered on Bugbee Drive.  The break was isolated, 
and crews worked through the night on the repair.  The 8” transite pipe was installed in 1959 and has 
seen several repairs since 2004.  The last 4 repairs amounted to more than $22,000.  Transite pipe was 
popular in the 1950’s and the City has thousands of feet of this pipe in use.  The average life 
expectancy of transite pipe is 70 years.  The Bugbee Drive main will be added to the Capital Plan. 
  
Wastewater Treatment 
The Plant held a safety stand down on Friday July 19th.  There was training on set-up and operation of 
the plant’s Godwin trash pump along with the portable emergency generator.  Classroom training 
included hazard identification, and there was a plant walk-through. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The gas conditioning building 
footers and foundation walls 
were poured this week. 
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Demolition of #1 Return Sludge 
Pump and removal of steel structure 
in pump area. 
  




