
CITY OF WATERTOWN, NEW YORK 

AGENDA 

 

  

This shall serve as notice that the next regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council 

will be held on Monday, April 2, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers,  

245 Washington Street, Watertown, New York. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

 Resolution No. 1 - Approving Training from Trusted Providers for  

Meeting the New York State Municipal Planning 

And Zoning Officials’ Training Requirement 

 

Resolution No. 2 -  Approving the Undertakings in Connection 

With Permits Issued by the New York State 

Department of Transportation 

 

 Resolution No. 3 -  Approving Agreement for Professional Services for 

16” Parallel Main, GHD Consulting Engineers LLC 

 

Resolution No. 4 - Authorizing Application for NYS Division of Homeland 

Security and Emergency Services Grant, Fire Department 

 

Resolution No. 5 -  Readopting Fiscal Year 2011-12 General Fund Budget 

 

Resolution No. 6 -  Public Hearing Authorizing Spending From the Duffy 

Fairgrounds Stadium Reserve Fund 

 

ORDINANCES  
 

 Ordinance No. 1 -  Amending City Municipal Code § 293, 

Vehicles and Traffic 

 



LOCAL LAW 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

7:30 p.m. 2012 Community Development Block Grant Small Cities 

Application  

 

7:30 p.m. Ordinance Changing the Approved Zoning Classification of 

Hydroelectric Facilities and Related Properties Along the Black 

River to Waterfront District in Order to Implement the Local 

Waterfront Revitalization Program 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

 

1. Intersection of Flower Avenue West and Holcomb Street 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

WORK SESSION 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING IS MONDAY, 

APRIL 16, 2012. 



Res No. 1        

 

       March 26, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Approving Training From Trusted Providers for Meeting the 

  New York State Municipal Planning and Zoning Officials’ Training 

  Requirement 

 

 

  General City Law Sections 27 and 81 require that the City Council specify 

what activities qualify for training under the municipal planning and zoning officials’ 

training requirement.  The City Council has been approving individual sessions.  The 

New York State Department of State’s website suggests that municipal legislative bodies 

can approve training on general subjects provided by trusted providers, rather than on a 

case-by-case basis. 

 

  A resolution has been drafted for City Council consideration that approves 

training pertaining to municipal planning, zoning, community design, environmental 

issues, economic development, and local government functions and practices from a 

specified list of State and local agencies and other organizations.   
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Approving Training from Trusted Providers for  
Meeting the New York State Municipal Planning 
And Zoning Officials’ Training Requirement 
 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  

   

WHEREAS General City Law Sections 27 and 81, which took effect on January 1, 2007, 

require all planning board and zoning board of appeals members to complete four hours of 

training per year, and 

 

WHEREAS the state law provides that the City Council must specify which activities 

qualify as training, and 

 

WHEREAS certain organizations and agencies are trusted to provide training that is 

appropriate for meeting the state municipal planning and zoning officials’ training requirement,  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown, 

New York, that the following organizations and agencies are approved to provide training to 

meet the New York State municipal planning and zoning officials’ training requirement when the 

training they provide pertains to municipal planning, zoning, community design, environmental 

issues, economic development, and local government functions and practices: 

 

1) NYS Department of State, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, 

NYS Department of Health, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, NYS 

Office of the State Comptroller, NYS Department of Transportation, NYS Office 

of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation, NYS Tug Hill Commission, and 
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Approving Training from Trusted Providers for  
Meeting the New York State Municipal Planning 
And Zoning Officials’ Training Requirement 
 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

2) American Planning Association, New York Planning Federation, New York State 

Association of Towns, New York Conference of Mayors, New York State 

Association of Counties, and 

 

3) Jefferson County Department of Planning, Jefferson Community College, 

Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservation District, Cornell University and its 

cooperative extension, Fort Drum Regional Liason Organization, the City 

Attorney and City of Watertown staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 



Res No. 2        

 

       March 23, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Undertakings in Connection with Permits Issued 

   by New York State Department of Transportation  

 

 

  From time to time, the City of Watertown receives permits from the 

NYSDOT allowing us to operate or replace facilities within the bounds of a State 

highway right of way pursuant to Highway Law.  On March 11, 1991, the City Council 

approved a resolution authorizing the undertakings in connection with permits issued by 

the New York State Department of Transportation.  The NYSDOT is now in the process 

of updating their files and is asking the City of Watertown to renew the process. Once 

approved, this Agreement will be in effect for twenty (20) years. 

 

  The City currently holds a Highway Work Permit that allows us to 

perform general maintenance on existing facilities within the NYSDOT right of way.  A 

copy of that permit is attached for City Council review. 

    

  A Resolution approving the undertakings in connection with permits 

issued by NYSDOT has been prepared for City Council consideration.     
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Approving the Undertakings in Connection 
With Permits Issued by the New York State 
Department of Transportation 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  

   

WHEREAS the undersigned City of Watertown (hereinafter referred to as “Permittee”) 

from time to time receives permits from the New York State Department of Transportation 

(hereinafter referred to as the “NYSDOT”) and otherwise conducts activities and operations upon 

highways and/or within right-of-way controlled by the State of New York for such purposes as 

the obstruction, installation, construction, maintenance and/or operation of facilities, and 

 

WHEREAS Permittee’s access and operation upon state right-of-way is conditioned upon 

compliance with Highway Law Sections 52, 103, 203 and/or 234, including the conditions that 

Permittee assume al responsibility for (a) the temporary control of all modes of traffic (including 

motorized and non-motorized travel) affected by Permittee’s operations, (b) complete restoration 

of state facilities to their condition prior to permitted use or activity, and (c) all claims, damages, 

losses and expenses, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED in relation to all operations and/or actions 

undertaken within state right-of-way, the City of Watertown hereby agrees to the following terms 

and conditions: 

 

1. Permit Applications.  Excepting only activities undertaken to protect public safety 

because of emergency conditions or incidents, Permittee shall provide timely 

written notice to NYSDOT of operations or activities affecting state right-of-way. 

 Under normal circumstances, a minimum of five business days notice shall be 

provided.  Notification of emergency activities shall be provided to NYSDOT as 

soon as practicable after the activity.  The Permittee shall apply for project-

specific permits for activities not allowed under any existing annual permit.  Such 

application shall identify proposed project locations, desired dates/hours, 
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Approving the Undertakings in Connection 
With Permits Issued by the New York State 
Department of Transportation 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

proposed work/activities, traffic control, and site restoration. 

 

2. Applicable Rules, Regulations & Conditions.  Permittee shall comply with all of 

the laws, rules and regulations applicable to construction, maintenance activities 

and operations and shall further comply with such terms and conditions that may 

be imposed by NYSDOT in connection with permitted activity or operations.  

Temporary Traffic Control, highway safety appurtenances, and restoration of state 

facilities shall be completed in accordance with NYSDOT regulations and 

standards. 

 

3. Site Restoration.  Permittee shall, at its own expense, promptly complete the work 

allowed under each permit and, within a reasonable time, restore State property 

damaged by its work/activities to substantially the same or equivalent condition as 

existed before such work was begin as determined by the Commission or his/her 

designee.  In the event that the Permittee fails to so restore damaged State 

property within what the Commission deems to be a reasonable time, the 

Commissioner, after giving written notice to the Permittee, may restore the 

property to substantially the same or equivalent condition as existed before the 

Permittee’s work/activities, in which case, Permittee agrees to reimburse the 

reasonable expenses in connection therewith. 

 

4. Payment & Release of Liens.  Permittee shall be responsible for the payment of all 

costs and materials relating to its work in the public right-of-way, and agrees to 

defend and save harmless NYSDOT against any and all lien claims made by 

persons supplying services or materials to Permittee in connection with 

Permittee’s work. 

 

5. Indemnity.  In addition to the protection afforded to NYSDOT under any available 

insurance, NYSDOT shall not be liable for any damage or injury to the Permittee, 

its agents, employees, or to any other person, or to any property, occurring on the 

site or in any way associated with Permitee’s activities or operations, whether 

undertaken by Permittee’s own foces or by contractors or other agents working on 

Permittee’s behalf.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, the Permittee agrees to 

defend, indemnity and hold harmless the State of New York, NYSDOT, and their 
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Approving the Undertakings in Connection 
With Permits Issued by the New York State 
Department of Transportation 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

agents from and against all claims, damages, losses and expenses, including but 

not limited to, claims for personal injuries, property damage, wrongful death,  

 

and/or environmental claims and attorney fees arising out of any such claim, that 

are in any way associated with the Permittee’s, activities or operations under any 

and all permits issued using this Undertaking. 

 

FURTHERMORE Permittee hereby warrants that the obligations of this Undertaking are 

backed by the full faith and credit of Permittee.  Permittee may insure or bond any of the 

obligations set forth herein, or may rely upon self-insurance, budgeted funds, or funds for general 

operations. 

 

This Undertaking shall be applicable to all permitted activities and operations undertaken 

after the date of execution and work initiated while this Undertaking is in effect.  This 

Undertaking may be revoked by the Permittee or rejected by NYSDOT upon thirty days written 

notice but will continue to apply to all permitted activities/operations that were permitted by 

virtue of this Undertaking.  Unless terminated for the purpose of future activities/operations, this 

Undertaking shall have a term of twenty (20) years and shall be kept on file to facilitate the 

issuance of future permits to which it will apply. 

 

INWITNESS WHEREOF the City of Watertown has caused its execution by the City 

Manager. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 















Res No. 3        

 

       March 26, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Approving Professional Services Agreement,  

GHD Consulting Services LLC 

 

 

  The City Engineering Department issued a Request for Proposal on 

December 19, 2011 for the engineering, design and bidding of a 16” parallel water main 

and evaluation of the existing 16” water main for required maintenance in the City of 

Watertown.  In 2006 the City and the Development Authority of the North Country 

(DANC) engaged an Engineering firm to perform a Water and Sewer Capacity 

Assessment to look at the growing demands in the region for these services and to 

determine if the existing facilities could support the proposed growth.  The replacement 

of the City’s 16” water main was a project highlighted in that report as one that needed to 

be completed, based on the age of the existing infrastructure and critical nature of the 

line.      

 

As detailed in Exhibit A attached, the existing water main connects the 

Thompson Park Reservoirs to the City’s water treatment system and is currently 

undersized for the pumping capacity.  The system hydraulics can also be impacted by 

pumping from the DANC’s Booster Pump Station No. 1.  Once constructed, the new 

water main will run approximately 3,000 linear feet and would reduce discharge 

pressures on the water treatment plant’s finished water pumps, improve peak flow 

delivery from the reservoirs to the distribution system and reduce the impact of DANC 

pumping on the overall system. 

 

After reviewing the proposals submitted, GHD was selected as the firm to 

complete this design project for the City.  Attached for City Council consideration is a 

resolution and Agreement for Professional Services with GHD Consulting Engineers 

LLC of Cazenovia, New York, in the lump sum amount of $35,900.  As stated in the 

attached memorandum from City Engineer Kurt W. Hauk, this Agreement has been 

reviewed by the City Attorney. 
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Approving Agreement for Professional Services for 
16” Parallel Main, GHD Consulting Engineers LLC 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

  

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  

 

WHEREAS the City of Watertown has issued a Request for Proposals for engineering 

design  and bidding of the construction of a 16” parallel water main and evaluation of the 

existing 16” water main that directly connects the Thompson Park Reservoirs to the City’s water 

treatment system, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City of Watertown has reviewed the proposal submitted and wishes to 

enter into an Agreement for engineering services in connection with engineering design and 

bidding service,  

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown 

hereby approves the Agreement for Professional Services between the City of Watertown and 

GHD Consulting Engineers LLC for engineering design and bidding services for the construction 

of a 16” parallel water main and evaluation of the existing 16” water main, a copy of which is 

attached and made a part of said resolution,  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City Manager Mary M. Corriveau is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City of Watertown. 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 
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RESOLUTION 
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Authorizing Application for NYS Division of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Services  
Grant, Fire Department 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduced by 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

 WHEREAS the New York State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 

Services (DHSES), through its Office of Counterterrorism, is accepting applications for funding 

through April 26, 2012, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City of Watertown Fire Department has prepared an application 

that meets the intended purpose of this grant, which will allow the department to purchase 

technical rescue and urban search and rescue equipment, obtain the necessary training, and to 

cover the personnel costs related to said training, and  

 

 WHEREAS the application, in the amount of $134,638, does not require any 

matching funds from the City,  

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby authorizes the Fire Department to submit a grant application in the amount of 

$134,638 to the New York State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services, and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Fire Chief Dale C. Herman is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the grant application on behalf of the City of Watertown.  

                           

Seconded by 

 

 

 





Res No. 5 
       March 28, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  James E. Mills, City Comptroller 

 

Subject: Authorizing Re-adoption of the FY 2011-12 General Fund Budget 

  

 

On March 11
th

 a 2011 Ford Crown Victoria police car was involved in an 

accident which resulted in the vehicle being considered a total loss by the insurance 

company.  The insurance company has notified the City that it will issue a settlement 

payment of $23,856 for the vehicle.  Chief Goss is requesting a replacement vehicle be 

purchased.  The net cost to the City for the vehicle replacement is expected to be 

approximately $6,344 based on the following: 

 

Estimated cost of new un-marked patrol vehicle $30,200 

Less: Insurance proceeds    (23,856) 

Net Cost      $  6,344 

 

It is anticipated that there will be unused appropriations in the Police 

Department’s roll call pay account that can be transferred to the vehicle line item to cover 

the difference between the replacement cost and the insurance proceeds.  A resolution to 

re-adopt the General Fund budget has been prepared for City Council consideration. 
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Readopting Fiscal Year 2011-12 
General Fund Budget 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

  WHEREAS on June 1, 2011 the City Council passed a resolution adopting the Budget 

for Fiscal Year 2011-12, of which $38,023,157 was appropriated for the General Fund, and 

 

WHEREAS on July 5, 2011 the City Council re-adopted the General Fund Budget to 

increase appropriations by $25,240 to pay the costs of the Symphony Syracuse concert, and 

 

WHEREAS on August 1, 2011 the City Council re-adopted the General Fund Budget to 

increase appropriations by $45,150 to pay the costs of the change order to the contract with Bat-Con to 

reconstruct the J. B. Wise parking lot, and 

 

 WHEREAS on September 19, 2011 the City Council re-adopted the General Fund 

Budget to increase appropriations by $38,000 to pay for the purchase of a pick-up for the Department 

of Public Works’ roads maintenance department, and 

 

WHEREAS on October 24, 2011 the City Council re-adopted the General Fund Budget 

to increase appropriations by $56,073 to reflect the modified organizational structure of the Parks and 

Recreation Department and the related appropriations for certain departmental expenditures, and 

 

WHEREAS on March 11, 2012 a police vehicle was totaled in an accident and 

 

 WHEREAS the Police Department requests permission to purchase a replacement 

vehicle and, 

 

WHEREAS the insurance settlement is expected to be $23,856 and, 

 

WHEREAS the Police Department FY 2011-12 budget for roll call pay will have 

sufficient unspent appropriations to cover the unreimbursed portion the vehicle replacement cost, and 

 

WHEREAS the FY 2011-12 General Fund Budget needs to be re-adopted to reflect the 

purchase of the replacement vehicle, 
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Readopting Fiscal Year 2011-12 
General Fund Budget 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown, 

New York that it hereby re-adopts the General Fund Budget for Fiscal Year 2011-12 in the total 

amount of $ 38,211,476 and  

 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown that the 

following adjustments be included in the re-adopted General Fund Budget: 

 

Revenues 

A.0000.2680 Insurance Recoveries   $  23,856 

 Total      $  23,856        

 

  Expenditures 

A 3120.0180 Roll Call Pay   ($    6,344) 

A 3120.0230 Vehicles          30,200 

 Total      $    23,856        

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 



Res No. 6 

       March 28, 2012 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  James E. Mills, City Comptroller 

 

Subject: Public Hearing Authorizing Spending of Funds from 

the Repair Reserve Fund for Duffy Fairgrounds Stadium 

 

 

  In 1996 the City of Watertown received a $500,000 grant from the Empire 

State Development Corporation for renovations to the baseball stadium at the Alex T. 

Duffy Fairgrounds.  A condition for accepting the funds required the City establish a 

reserve fund and contribute $15,100 to the fund for five years starting in fiscal year 1996-

1997 through fiscal year 2000-2001.  The fund currently has a balance of $67,224. 

 

  City staff has identified the following three projects that could be funded 

from the reserve fund: 

 

 Masonry wall rehabilitation:  The external concrete wall at the grandstand 

needs surface repairs such as grinding out the joints and re-pointing, 

replacing damaged blocks and applying a water-proof sealer.  The project 

is estimated to cost $15,000. 

 

 Locker room and manager’s office flooring replacement: The flooring in 

the locker room and manager’s office is proposed to be replaced with a 

rubber surface designed to withstand athletic footwear such as football and 

baseball cleats.  The project is estimated to cost $35,000. 

 

 Heater replacement (10 units): There are 10 wall mounted electric heaters 

throughout the facility that need to be replaced at an estimated cost of 

$3,000. 

   

 

Prior to spending funds from an established reserve fund, the City Council 

must hold a Public Hearing to receive public input on the appropriating of funds.  Once 

the public hearing has been held, the attached resolution authorizing the expenditure of 

funds and the resolution awarding the contract can be considered by the City Council. 

 



  Staff is recommending that a Public Hearing be set for April 16, 2012 at 

7:30 p.m. to discuss the appropriation of these funds.  Once the public hearing has been 

held, the attached resolution can be considered by City Council. 
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Public Hearing Authorizing Spending  
From the Duffy Fairgrounds Stadium 
Reserve Fund 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 
 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

WHEREAS on June 2, 1997, the City Council approved establishing a Repair 

Reserve Fund for the costs associated with renovations and capital repairs to the existing stadium 

at the Alex T. Duffy Fairgrounds, and  

 

  WHEREAS the City has determined that the masonry, locker room and office 

flooring, and heaters at the Alex T. Duffy Fairgrounds need to be repaired/replaced, and 

 

  WHEREAS the estimated cost of the repairs/replacements to be $53,000, and 

 

  WHEREAS on Monday, April 16, 2012, at 7:30 p.m., the City Council of the City 

of Watertown held a public hearing to discuss the expenditure of funds from this reserve fund, 

and  

 

  WHEREAS it has been determined that the expenditure of these funds is in 

keeping with the purpose for the reserve fund, 

 

  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby authorizes the appropriation of funds to pay for the masonry repairs, locker 

room and office flooring replacements, and heater replacements at the City’s stadium at the Alex 

T. Duffy Fairgrounds. 

 

 

 

Seconded by 



Ord No. 1        

 

       March 28, 2012 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: On-Street Handicapped Parking 

 

 

  The City has received notification from the Mr. David R. Steyer, Building 

Superintendent of the Dulles State Office Building, that the parking garage that services 

the building will be closed for repairs beginning June 1, 2012. Repairs to the structure 

will be discontinued by November 1. If the project is not completed during the coming 

construction season, it will resume on or about May 1, 2013. This project will result in 

the loss of the handicapped parking spaces contained in the parking garage for the 

duration of the project. The letter from Mr. Steyer is attached for Council’s reference.  

 

   To make up for the loss of the handicapped parking contained within the 

parking garage, the State Office Building is requesting that the north side of Academy 

Street, from Gotham Street to the exit of the parking garage, be designated as on-street 

handicapped parking during the duration of the project. City staff has reviewed this 

request and believe it can be honored without issue. Attached for City Council 

consideration is an Ordinance that amends the schedule of on-street handicapped parking 

to include this location.  

 

  Additionally, the attached Ordinance also amends the City Code to more 

accurately describe the locations of all on-street handicapped parking. Since the remodel 

of Public Square and other streetscape projects around downtown, many on-street 

handicapped parking spaces have changed locations. As such, this Ordinance will update 

the City Code to reflect the current locations of all on-street handicapped parking.  
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 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

Amending City Municipal Code § 293, 
Vehicles and Traffic 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduced by 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED that Section 293-75 of the City Code of the City of Watertown is 

amended to read as follows: 

 

§ 293-75. Schedule XXVII: On-Street Handicapped Parking.  

 

In accordance with the provisions of § 293-22, the following described locations are hereby 

designated as on-street handicapped parking:  

 

Name of Street  Side  Location  

Academy Street  North  From 116 feet east of Washington Street to 156 feet  

      East of Washington Street. Two parking spaces.  

 

Academy Street  North  From Gotham Street to the parking garage exit.  

      Four parking spaces.  

 

Arsenal Street   South  In front of 195 Arsenal Street, Jefferson County       

                                                              Office Building.  

 

Court Street   North  In front of 136 Court Street, Agape Shoppe.  

 

Court Street   North  In front of 210 Court Street, Liberty Building.  

 

Public Square   North  In front of 87 Public Square, The Crystal                  

                                                        Restaurant. Two parking spaces.  

 

Public Square   North  In front of 34 Public Square, Solitary Consignment.  

  Two parking spaces.  

 

Stone Street   North  In front of 160 Stone Street, Planned Parenthood of  

  the North Country.  
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 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

Amending City Municipal Code § 293, 

Vehicles and Traffic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stone Street   North  In front of 190 Stone Street.  

 

Washington Street  West  In front of 200 Washington Street, Key Bank.  

  Two parking spaces.  

 

Washington Street  West  In front of 120 Washington Street, HSBC Bank.   

  Two parking spaces.  

 

Washington Street  East  In front of 215 Washington Street, Agriculture         

       Insurance Building. 

 

Washington Street  East  In front of 105 Washington Street, Bugbee                

  Apartments. Two parking spaces.  

 

Washington Street  East  In front of 317 Washington Street, Dulles State        

               Office Building. Two parking spaces.  

 

and,  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this amendment shall take effect as soon as it is 

published once in the official newspaper of the City of Watertown, or printed as the City 

Manager directs. 

 

 

                           

Seconded by 

 

 

 





Public Hearing – 7:30 p.m.        

 

       March 26, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: 2012 CDBG Small Cities Application Public Hearing 

 

 

  The first of two public hearings required for this year’s Small Cities 

Community Development Block Grant application has been scheduled for Monday,  

April 2, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.   

 

  Attached is a copy of the information that will be handed out at the public 

hearing.  The purpose of this public hearing is to hear comments on the City’s past 

performance with the program and to gather ideas for this year’s application. 









Public Hearing – 7:30 p.m.        

 

       March 26, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Changing the Approved Zoning Classification of Hydro Electric 

  Facilities and Related Properties Along the Black River to Waterfront 

  District in Order to Implement the Local Waterfront Revitalization 

  Program 

 

 

  A public hearing on the attached Ordinance is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on 

Monday, April 2, 2012.   

 

  On March 6, 2012, the Planning Board reviewed the third phase of the 

Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) zoning amendments and unanimously 

passed a motion recommending that the City Council adopt the proposed changes.  This 

phase designates those properties along the Black River used for, or associated with, 

hydro electric generation as Waterfront District.  The change also includes a few City 

parcels located near hydro electric properties and two privately owned lots on Moulton 

Street at the request of their owner. 

 

  The Waterfront District is a new zoning designation that was created by 

the City Council on June 6, 2011.  It allows mixed water dependent and water enhanced 

uses such as hydro electric generation, boating facilities, retail, restaurants, and housing. 

 

  Copies of the maps showing the existing zoning and this proposed 

rezoning are included within City Council Members’ agenda packages.  Attached to this 

memo are copies of the report prepared for the Planning Board and an excerpt from the 

Planning Board Minutes. 

 

  These proposed changes are completely encompassed within the LWRP 

boundary, which was already subject to an environmental review, so no further SEQRA 

action is necessary. 
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       March 27, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Intersection of Flower Ave West and Holcomb Street 

   

 

  At the request of Council Member Jeffrey M. Smith, City Engineer Kurt 

W. Hauk has done a site visit of this intersection and also reviewed the accident history in 

the area from 2010 forward.  The attached memorandum summarizes his findings.   



CITY OF WATERTOWN 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
           1869 
DATE:  27 March, 2012 

 

TO:  Mary Corriveau, City Manager 

 

FROM:  Kurt Hauk, City Engineer 

 

SUBJECT:  Sight distance at Flower Avenue West and Holcomb Street 

 

At the request of Council, an evaluation of the conditions at the intersection of Flower Avenue 

West and Holcomb Street was conducted.  As requested, the focus of the review concentrated on 

the visibility of drivers when traveling eastbound on Flower Avenue leg of the intersection. 

 

The following pictures demonstrate what the motorist will see when stopped at the appropriate 

location.  The first photo is eastbound looking south, and the second is eastbound looking north. 

 

   
 
The photo looking south shows a tree that does limit sight distance somewhat which is 

contributed to by the curvature of Holcomb Street. 

 

The photo looking north clearly shows the combination of a line of trees that also limits sight 

distance to some degree.  If the driver “creeps out” to the intersection to improve visability, they 

get the view looking north as shown in the photo below. 

 

   Chapter 310-27 of the City code prohibits 

anything except a 36” shrub or a fence meeting the fence ordinance in the 40’ triangle formed by 

the property corner.  Clearly, the tree on the north approach could be subject to removal under 



this code.  The shrubbery on the south approach should be maintained at 36” to meet this code as 

well. 

 

The remaining items in view, trees and fences, etc. are not subject to the 40’ rule and/or are 

grandfathered under the fence ordinance.  Should the Council desire to increase the visibility 

beyond the 40’ rule, the property owners would need to be approached and an agreement made 

with them concerning the items on their property. 

 

A review of the accident history indicates that there were four recorded accidents in the area since 

2010.  There causes were as follows: 

 

1. Driver fell asleep 

2. Backing out of driveway 

3. Excessive speed 

4. Failure to see oncoming traffic (westbound) 

 

None of the recordable accidents are attributable to the sight distance when travelling eastbound 

on Flower Avenue West. 

 

  

 

Cc.  Gene Hayes, Superintendent of Public Works 

 Ken Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 
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