
Watertown City Council 

March 12, 2012 

 

Adjourned Council Meeting Agenda 
 

 

Resolution 1.  Approving Lease and Service Agreement for Spare Bus Program Between  

  the City of Watertown and Franklin County 

 

 

Work Session Agenda 
     

Discussion Items: 

 

 

1.  Sewall’s Island Redevelopment Plan Update  

 

 Presentation by Ken Mix Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

 

2.  Watertown Local Development Corporation, Option Request. 

 

 March 8, 2012 memorandum from City Manager Mary M. Corriveau 

 

 

3.  Thompson Park Conservancy Lease 

 

 March 8, 2012 memorandum from City Manager Mary M. Corriveau 
 

 

 



Res No. 1 

        March 6, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Approving Lease and Service Agreement for Spare Bus Program 

  Between the City of Watertown and Franklin County 

 

 

  Since 2002, the City has been involved in the Federal Section 5311 Rural 

Transit System Backup and Spare Bus Program.  As you will recall, this program, 

administered by the State of New York strategically locates back-up and spare buses for 

use by small rural transit systems in communities throughout the State.   

 

Franklin County has notified the New York State Department of 

Transportation of their need and desire to utilize the spare bus titled to the City of 

Watertown as part of this program.  In accordance with the Lease Agreement, Franklin 

County will need to keep the vehicle registered and insured.  The City of Watertown will 

continue to hold title to the vehicle and the vehicle will be returned to the City at the end 

of the Lease term.  As detailed in Appendix B, Franklin County will lease this vehicle 

from March 13, 2012 through March 13, 2013. 

 

  Attached for your review and consideration is the Lease and Service 

Agreement for the Spare Bus Program that has been provided to us by the State of New 

York and previously reviewed by City Attorney Robert J. Slye. 

 

A resolution authorizing this Lease Agreement has been prepared for City 

Council consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
                                                                                                    March 12, 2012 
Resolution No. 1 
                                                                                           

RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 1 
 
Approving Lease and Service Agreement 
for Spare Bus Program Between the City 
of Watertown and Franklin County 
 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  WHEREAS the New York State Department of Transportation has determined 

that small rural transit systems generally have fewer spare and back-up vehicles to rely on when 

their fleet experiences mechanical failures or their buses are out of service for extended periods 

of time, and 

 

  WHEREAS a new Federal Section 5311 Rural Transit System Program has been 

designed to assist rural transit providers by strategically locating backup and spare buses for use 

by small rural transit systems, and 

 

WHEREAS the City of Watertown participates in said program by housing one of 

the backup and spare buses, and 

 

WHEREAS Franklin County, has notified NYSDOT of their desire to utilize the 

spare bus titled to the City of Watertown, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby approves the Lease and Service Agreement for Spare Bus Program between 

the City of Watertown and Franklin County, a copy of which is attached and made a part of this 

resolution, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager of the City of Watertown is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute said Lease and Service Agreement on behalf of the 

City of Watertown. 

 

 

Seconded by 

























        

 

       March 8, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Sewall’s Island Option Agreement, Watertown 

  Local Development Corporation 

 

   

  The attached letter from Donald W. Rutherford, CEO of the Watertown 

Local Development Corporation (WLDC) was received this in my office today.  As you 

can see, the WLDC is interested in entering into an Option Agreement with the City of 

Watertown on the Sewall’s Island Property.  The Brownfield cleanup work on Sewall’s 

Island has been completed and we are now in a position to move forward with marketing 

the property for development.      

 

  The WLDC has a similar agreement with the City for the marketing and 

development of the City’s Industrial Park, and has over the years done a tremendous job 

working with prospects and developing the Industrial Park.  They have gone out on the 

limb and constructed two spec buildings that were initially leased, then sold to businesses 

interested in doing business in the City of Watertown. 

 

  Prior to discussing this matter, Planning and Community Development 

Coordinator Ken Mix will make a presentation to the City Council on the status of 

Sewall’s Island and the proposed reuse of the sites.  At the conclusion of that 

presentation, Staff will be looking for direction from the Council on how you want to 

proceed with the request from the WLDC.       

 

 





        

 

       March 8, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Thompson Park Conservancy Lease 

 

   

  Earlier this week I had an opportunity to meet with representatives from 

the Thompson Park Conservancy regarding their desire to continue their Lease 

Agreement with the City of Watertown.  As the Council is aware, in 1988, the concept of 

the “Thompson Park Conservancy” grew from a grassroots organization to assume the 

primary responsibility for a new, habitat based, indigenous species zoo at Thompson 

Park.  During that same year, the City Council voted to allocate $750,000 to begin 

construction of a new zoo at Thompson Park.   

 

  In the early 1990s, the City of Watertown and the Thompson Park 

Conservancy, Inc. reached an Agreement for the Lease of property at Thompson Park for 

the operation of the New York State Zoo.  Since that time, the Conservancy has operated 

a Zoo at Thompson Park for the benefit of the region.   

 

  Last year, the City Council limited the term of the Lease Agreement with 

the Conservancy to one year to provide the Conservancy with an opportunity to address 

concerns raised by Council Member Roxanne M. Burns, following the July 2010 concert 

in the park.  I believe that the concerns raised by Council Member Burns were addressed 

by the Conservancy this past year.   

 

  Our current Lease Agreement with the Thompson Park Conservancy 

expires on June 30, 2012.  During our discussions, John Wright, Executive Director of 

the New York State Zoo at Thompson Park requested that the City consider a longer term 

lease upon renewal this year.  At the same time, it is recommended by both entities that 

the expiration date of the lease be changed to December 31
st
 which coincides with the 

Conservancy’s fiscal year and also will allow for more deliberate planning for events like 

the Symphony in the Park, as the Lease won’t be expiring within days of the event, as it 

currently does. 

 

  Unless the Council has concerns regarding an extended term or changing 

the expiration date of the Lease Agreement, Staff will move forward with negotiating the 

terms of a new agreement.  
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