
CITY OF WATERTOWN, NEW YORK 

AGENDA 

 

  

This shall serve as notice that the next regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council 

will be held on Monday, March 1, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers,  

245 Washington Street, Watertown, New York. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

ADOPTION OF ANNUAL EVALUATIONS OF CITY CLERK AND CITY 

MANAGER 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

 Resolution No. 1 - Authorizing Sale of Real Property, Known as 575 Water 

Street to Mahmut Tandogan, 4 Knoxville Court, Groton, 

Connecticut 06340 

 

Resolution No. 2 -  Approving Bid for Lift Gate Cylinders at Pollution Control 

Plant, The Hope Group 

 

Resolution No. 3 -  Authorizing Submission of an Application for Small Cities 

Community Development Block Grand Funding  

            

ORDINANCES  
 

 Ordinance No. 1 -  An Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of $2,075,000  

Bonds of the City of Watertown, Jefferson County, New 

York, to Pay the Costs of the Reconstruction of Breen 

Avenue and Related Improvements, Including Sidewalks,  

Curbs, Water Mains, and Storm and Sanitary Sewers, in 

and for Said City 

 

LOCAL LAW 

   



PUBLIC HEARING 

 

 7:30 p.m. -  Application for Small Cities Community Development Block 

   Grant 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

 

1. Capital Planning Audit, Corrective Action Plan Response 

 

2. Sales Tax Revenue Quarterly Update – January 2010 

 

3. Fairgrounds Arena Concession Franchise 

 

4. Fiscal Year 2008-09 Audit Report 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

1. Collective Bargaining 

 

WORK SESSION 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING IS MONDAY, 

MARCH 15, 2010. 



Res No. 1       

 

February 22, 2010 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Sale of City Property, 575 Water Street 

 

 

 On January 25
th

 the City Comptroller’s Office held a public auction of City 

owned properties.  Resolutions approving the sale of the properties auctioned were 

presented to the City Council for consideration on February 1, 2010.  At that time the 

Council did not move the resolution approving the sale of 575 Water Street to Mahmut 

Tandogan, who was the high bidder at $2,600.   The required 10% deposit has been 

received for this parcel.   

 

At the request of the City Council, the two parties who bid on this property have 

been contacted and told that the City Council will reconsider this issue on March 1, 2010. 
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Authorizing Sale of Real Property, 
Known as 575 Water Street to 
Mahmut Tandogan, 4 Knoxville Court, 
Groton, Connecticut  06340 
  
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

WHEREAS there has heretofore been bid in by the City of Watertown at a 

tax sale a certain lot of land known as 575 Water Street, approximately 99’ x 165’ in size, and 

also known and designated on the map of the Department of Assessment and Taxation of the 

City of Watertown, New York as Parcel No. 04-16-103.001, and 

  

WHEREAS title to said land has since been retained by the City of 

Watertown as acquired at said tax sale, which title was retained by reason of the failure of 

anyone to redeem the same, and 

 

WHEREAS said real property has never been assigned by the Council for 

a public use, and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council desires to ensure that properties such as this 

property be brought into compliance with all applicable provisions of the Uniform Construction 

Codes, as defined by Watertown City Code Chapter 120, and the Code of the City of Watertown 

within one (1) year from the date of delivery of the quit claim deed of their sale to subsequent 

buyers, 

 

                        NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 23, 

Subdivision (b) of the General City Law, Section 247 of the Charter of the City of Watertown as 

amended by Local Law No. 1, l985, adopted December 3, 1984, effective January 17, 1985, and 

the ordinance, Municipal Code, Chapter 16 adopted by the Council on June 6, 1977, that the 

offer of $2,600.00 submitted by Mahmut Tandogan  for the purchase of Parcel No. 04-16-

103.001, is a fair and reasonable offer therefore and the same is hereby accepted, and  
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Authorizing Sale of Real Property, 
Known as 575 Water Street to 
Mahmut Tandogan, 4 Knoxville Court, 
Groton, Connecticut  06340 
  
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Jeffrey E. Graham, be and 

he hereby is authorized, empowered and directed to execute and deliver a Quit Claim Deed of 

said real property to Watertown Development, LLC upon receipt of the above mentioned sum 

of money in cash only by the City Comptroller, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the deed issued by the City contain a 

provision that if the property sold is not brought into compliance with all applicable provisions 

of the Uniform Construction Codes, as defined by Watertown City Code Chapter 120, and the 

Code of the City of Watertown within one (1) year from the date of delivery of the quit claim 

deed of their sale to subsequent buyers, the City shall have the right to seek and be entitled to 

receive reversion of title to the premises to the City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 



Res No. 2 

        February 23, 2010 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Accepting Bid for Lift Gate Cylinders at  

Pollution Control Plant, The Hope Group 

 

 

  The City Purchasing Department advertised and received sealed bids for the 

purchase of two new and unused Parker Hannifin Hydraulic Cylinders, or approved equal, per 

City specifications, for installation at the City’s Pollution Control Plant by City staff.  These 

influent gate hydraulic assemblies are part of the original facility, installed in 1966.  They are 

well beyond their useful life and require replacement.  Once received, this equipment will be 

installed by City Staff. 

 

Invitations to bid were issued to seven (7) prospective bidders with three (3) bids 

submitted to the Purchasing Department where they were publicly opened and read on 

Wednesday, February 10, 2010. 

 

City Purchasing Agent Robert J. Cleaver reviewed the bids received with Michael 

J. Sligar, Chief Waste Water Treatment Plant Operator.  It is their recommendation that the City 

Council accept the bid submitted by The Hope Group, Northborough, Massachusetts, in the 

amount of $18,163.50 as the lowest bidder meeting our specifications.  All of the bids submitted 

are detailed in the attached report of Mr. Cleaver. 

 

  A resolution accepting the bid has been prepared for City Council consideration.  

The funding to support the purchase of this equipment comes from the Fiscal Year 2008-09 

Capital Budget.  The financing of this equipment purchase comes from a of $230,000 bond 

issued for replacing a number of large pieces of equipment at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  
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Approving Bid for Lift Gate Cylinders at 
Pollution Control Plant, The Hope Group 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

  WHEREAS the City Purchasing Department has advertised and received sealed 

bids for the purchase of two new and unused Parker Hannifin Hydraulic Cylinders, or approved 

equal, per City specifications for installation at the City’s Pollution Control Plant by City staff, 

and 

 

  WHEREAS invitations to bid were issued to seven (7) prospective bidders, with 

three (3) bids being received and publicly opened and read in the City Purchasing Department on 

Wednesday, February 10, 2010, and 

 

  WHEREAS City Purchasing Agent Robert J. Cleaver and Michael Sligar, Chief 

Waste Water Treatment Plant Operator, reviewed the bids received and are recommending the 

acceptance of the bid submitted by The Hope Group, 70 Bearfoot Road, Northborough, 

Massachusetts 01532, in the amount of $18,163.50 as the lowest qualifying bid meeting the 

City’s specifications, 

 

  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown, New York hereby accepts the bid in the amount of $18,163.50submitted by The 

Hope Group, 70 Bearfoot Road, Northborough, Massachusetts 01532, for the purchase of two 

new and unused Parker Hannifin Hydraulic Cylinders for installation at the City’s Waste Water 

Treatment Plant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by  







Res No. 3        

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing 

       February 24, 2010 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Authorizing Submission of an Application for Small Cities Community 

  Development Block Grant Funding 

 

 

  The New York State Office of Community Renewal has announced that 

applications for the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

program are due by April 23, 2010.  The second public hearing required for this year’s 

application has been scheduled for Monday, March 1, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.  Attached is a 

copy of the information that will be provided at the public hearing, which includes a 

description of the program proposed for the application.  I will be available to give a 

short presentation on the required information at the beginning of the public hearing and 

to answer any questions the public may have.   

 

  In 2008 and 2009, the City received grants for the operation of a rental 

rehabilitation program with an emphasis on downtown apartments.  The 2007 grant was 

for the Franklin Building.  Staff is proposing a City-wide housing rehabilitation program 

that is focused on owner occupied properties for the 2010 application.  Financing and 

technical assistance will be available to support rehabilitation of substandard homes 

throughout the City with preference given to lower income owners who have been unable 

to maintain their homes because of the limited income they have available to cover that 

expense.  In cases where substandard homes must be sold before they can be 

rehabilitated, assistance will be available to lower income households who want to buy 

and rehabilitate those properties.  The City has not applied for CDBG funds for an owner-

occupied program since 2006. 

 

  A resolution has been prepared for City Council consideration that 

authorizes the submission of a fiscal year 2010 application for funds to promote 

rehabilitation of owner occupied homes and to provide assistance to lower income 

households who will be buying existing homes that are for sale in the City. 
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Authorizing Submission of an Application for 
Small Cities Community Development Block 
Grant Funding 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 
  

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

  WHEREAS federal grant funding is available through the New York State Office 

of Community Renewal to support local community development activities that are undertaken 

by eligible municipalities, and 

 

  WHEREAS the City of Watertown is eligible to apply for funding in the 2010 

competition under the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program, and 

 

  WHEREAS it has been determined that such funding should be used for a single 

purpose proposal to promote rehabilitation of owner-occupied homes and provide assistance to 

lower income households who will buy existing homes that are for sale in the city, and 

 

  WHEREAS public hearings were conducted by the City Council on February 1 

and March 1, 2010,  

 

  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor, Jeffrey E. Graham, is 

authorized to sign and submit an application for Community Development Block Grant funding 

for consideration in the 2010 Small Cities competition through the New York State Office of 

Community Renewal, and 

 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Jeffrey E. Graham, is authorized 

to sign all agreements, certifications and other documents required to complete the application 

and to accept the grant and administer the program that is to be proposed for Small Cities 

funding. 

 

 

 

Seconded by 









Ord No. 1        

 

       February 17, 2010 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  James E. Mills, City Comptroller 

 

Subject: Bond Ordinance – Breen Avenue Reconstruction 

 

 

  Included in the Fiscal Year 2009-10 Capital Budget was the reconstruction 

of Breen Avenue at an estimated cost of $ 1,858,000.  Per Kurt Hauk, City Engineer, the 

current estimate for this project is now $ 2,052,973.  Accordingly, a bond ordinance has 

been prepared for City Council consideration in the amount of $2,075,000. 

 

 

 Current City Engineering estimated costs   $ 2,052,973 

 

 Estimated contingency and bonding costs (approx. 1%)         22,027 

 

 Bond Ordinance      $ 2,075,000 
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An Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of  

$2,075,000 Bonds of the City of Watertown,  

Jefferson County, New York, to Pay the Costs  

of the Reconstruction of Breen Avenue and  

Related Improvements, Including Sidewalks,  

Curbs, Water Mains, and Storm and Sanitary  

Sewers, in and for Said City. 
 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

At a regular meeting of the Council of the City of Watertown, Jefferson County, New 

York, held at the Municipal Building, in Watertown, New York, in said City, on March 1, 2010, 

at 7:00 o'clock P.M., Prevailing Time. 

 

The meeting was called to order by _______________________________, and upon roll 

being called, the following were 

 

PRESENT: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

The following ordinance was offered by Councilman ________________________, who 

moved its adoption, seconded by Councilman ________________________, to wit: 

  

WHEREAS, all conditions precedent to the financing of the capital purposes hereinafter 

described, including compliance with the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review 

Act to the extent required, have been performed; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to authorize the financing of such capital project; NOW, 

THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the City of Watertown, Jefferson County, New 

York, as follows: 

 

Section 1. For paying the costs of the reconstruction of Breen Avenue and related 

improvements, including sidewalks, cubs, water mains and storm and sanitary sewer, in and for 

the City of Watertown, Jefferson County, New York, including incidental expenses in connection 

therewith, a class of objects or purposes, there are hereby authorized to be issued $2,075,000 

bonds of said City pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 
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An Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of  

$2,075,000 Bonds of the City of Watertown,  

Jefferson County, New York, to Pay the Costs  

of the Reconstruction of Breen Avenue and  

Related Improvements, Including Sidewalks,  

Curbs, Water Mains, and Storm and Sanitary  

Sewers, in and for Said City. 
 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

Section 2. It is hereby determined that the estimated maximum cost of the aforesaid 

class of objects or purposes is $2,075,000 and that the plan for the financing thereof is by the 

issuance of the $2,075,000 bonds of said City authorized to be issued pursuant to this bond 

ordinance. 

 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the 

aforesaid class of objects or purposes is fifteen years, pursuant to subdivision ninety-two of 

paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the Local Finance Law, as said class shall consist of items having 

periods of probably usefulness of at least fifteen years under one or more of subdivision one, 

three, four and twenty of said paragraph a. 

 

Section 4. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize 

the issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the 

bonds herein authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the City 

Comptroller, the chief fiscal officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and 

shall be sold in such manner, as may be prescribed by said City Comptroller, consistent with the 

provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

 

Section 5. The faith and credit of said City of Watertown, Jefferson County, New 

York, are hereby irrevocably pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such 

obligations as the same respectively become due and payable.  An annual appropriation shall be 

made in each year sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such obligations becoming 

due and payable in such year. 

 

Section 6. Such bonds shall be in fully registered form and shall be signed in the 

name of the City of Watertown, Jefferson County, New York, by the manual or facsimile 

signature of the City Comptroller and a facsimile of its corporate seal shall be imprinted thereon 

and may be attested by the manual or facsimile signature of the City Clerk. 

 

Section 7. The powers and duties of advertising such bonds for sale, conducting the 

sale and awarding the bonds, are hereby delegated to the City Comptroller, who shall advertise 

such bonds for sale, conduct the sale, and award the bonds in such manner as he shall deem best 

for the interests of the City; provided, however, that in the exercise of these delegated powers, he 

shall comply fully with the provisions of the Local Finance Law and any order or rule of the State  
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An Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of  

$2,075,000 Bonds of the City of Watertown,  

Jefferson County, New York, to Pay the Costs  

of the Reconstruction of Breen Avenue and  
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Curbs, Water Mains, and Storm and Sanitary  

Sewers, in and for Said City. 
 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

Comptroller applicable to the sale of municipal bonds.  The receipt of the City Comptroller shall 

be a full acquittance to the purchaser of such bonds, who shall not be obliged to see to the 

application of the purchase money. 

 

Section 8. All other matters, except as provided herein relating to such bonds, 

including determining whether to issue such bonds having substantially level or declining annual 

debt service and all matters related thereto, prescribing whether manual or facsimile signatures 

shall appear on said bonds, prescribing the method for the recording of ownership of said bonds, 

appointing the fiscal agent or agents for said bonds, providing for the printing and delivery of 

said bonds (and if said bonds are to be executed in the name of the City by the facsimile 

signature of the City Comptroller, providing for the manual countersignature of a fiscal agent or 

of a designated official of the City), the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment 

dates, place or places of payment, and also including the consolidation with other issues, shall be 

determined by the City Comptroller.  It is hereby determined that it is to the financial advantage 

of the City not to impose and collect from registered owners of such bonds any charges for 

mailing, shipping and insuring bonds transferred or exchanged by the fiscal agent, and, 

accordingly, pursuant to paragraph c of Section 70.00 of the Local Finance Law, no such charges 

shall be so collected by the fiscal agent.  Such bonds shall contain substantially the recital of 

validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law and shall otherwise be in 

such form and contain such recitals in addition to those required by Section 52.00 of the Local 

Finance Law, as the City Comptroller shall determine. 

 

Section 9. This ordinance shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes 

of Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.  Other than as specified in this ordinance, no monies 

are, or are reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long term basis, or otherwise set 

aside with respect to the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein. 

 

Section 10. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested 

only if: 

 

(1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said City is not 

authorized to expend money, or 

(2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of 

this ordinance are not substantially complied with,  
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 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty 

days after the date of such publication, or 

(3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

 

Section 11. This ordinance, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in 

summary in the Watertown Daily Times the official newspaper, together with a notice of the City 

Clerk in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

  

Unanimous consent moved by Councilman __________________________________, 

seconded by Councilman __________________________________, with all voting "AYE". 

 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing ordinance was duly put to a vote on roll 

call, which resulted as follows: 

 

_________________________________VOTING __________ 

_________________________________VOTING __________ 

_________________________________VOTING __________ 

_________________________________VOTING __________ 

_________________________________VOTING __________ 

 

The ordinance was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

*     *     *     *     *     * 

 

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR 

 

_______________________, 2010 

Mayor 

  

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 

    ) ss.: 

COUNTY OF JEFFERSON ) 
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Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

I, the undersigned Clerk of the City of Watertown, Jefferson County, New York, DO 

HEREBY CERTIFY: 

 

That I have compared the annexed extract of the minutes of the meeting of the Council of 

said City, including the ordinance contained therein, held on November 3, 2008, with the original 

thereof on file in my office, and that the same is a true and correct transcript therefrom and of the 

whole of said original so far as the same relates to the subject matters therein referred to. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that all members of said Council had due notice of said meeting. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that, pursuant to Section 103 of the Public Officers Law (Open 

Meetings Law), said meeting was open to the general public. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that, PRIOR to the time of said meeting, I duly caused a public 

notice of the time and place of said meeting to be given to the following newspapers and/or other 

news media as follows: 

 

Newspaper and/or Other News Media Date Given 

Regular meeting of the City Council held in accordance with Section 14-1 of the 

Municipal Code 

  

I FURTHER CERTIFY that PRIOR to the time of said meeting, I duly caused public 

notice of the time and place of said meeting to be conspicuously posted in the following 

designated public location(s) on the following dates: 

 

Designated Location(s) of Posted Noticed Date of Posting 

 

Regular meeting of the City Council held in accordance with Section 14-1 of the 

Municipal Code 
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Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said City 

on February  ________, 2010. 

 

___________________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

(CORPORATE 

SEAL) 



        February 23, 2010 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Capital Planning Audit, Corrective Action Plan Response 

 

 

Included as part of the December 14, 2009 work session agenda was the Capital 

Planning report issued by the NYS Comptroller’s Office.  The City of Watertown was a 

participant in this Capital Planning audit.  The cover letter from Deputy Comptroller Steven J. 

Hancox requires the City Council to write a corrective action plan that addresses the findings and 

recommendations in the report, which needs to be forwarded to the Comptroller’s Office within 

90 days. 

 

During our discussion at the December 14, 2009 work session, Staff was asked to 

draft a response for City Council consideration.   Attached is a copy of the cover letter sent with 

the Capital Planning report and a copy of the recommended response for City Council discussion 

and approval. 

 

 

 























        February 23, 2010 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Fairgrounds Arena Concession Franchise 

 

 

  I have received communication from Dr. Nina Harff, on behalf of the Watertown 

Hockey Association indicating that their Executive Board met and decided that they do not want 

to renew the Arena Concession Franchise for next year.  It is my understanding that the 

Association just broke even this year.  They hired staff to run the concession to relieve the 

burden on their volunteer base.  However, with that additional expense added into the operations, 

they’ve indicated that there was no profit for the Association. 

 

  I continue to believe that having a concession is critical to the arena, so last week 

I met with City Staff members and we discussed next steps for bidding the Concession 

Franchise.  We discussed augmenting the concession operation with city controlled vending 

machines, to relieve the need to have the concessioner operating during low volume times, as we 

did this year with the Hockey Association.   

  

  As we reviewed the Concession Franchise, we looked at our options regarding the 

advertising rights and it was determined that this should be bid out separately, and that there 

should be an adjustment in the rates paid to the City, such that they include the cost of manpower 

to install the advertising. 

 

   Both of these Franchises will be bid in late March or early April, so that we have 

a new concessioner in place well before the expiration of the existing contract. 
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