
CITY OF WATERTOWN, NEW YORK 

AGENDA 

 

  

This shall serve as notice that the next regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council 

will be held on Monday, February 7, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 

245 Washington Street, Watertown, New York. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 1 - Approving Memorandum of Understanding Between the 

City of Watertown and the NYS Department of Taxation 

and Finance, Office of Real Property Services 

 

Resolution No. 2 -  Authorizing an Application to the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation for Funding 

Through the 2007-2008 Urban and Community Forestry 

Program 

 

Resolution No. 3 - Approving Agreement Between the City of Watertown and 

State of New York, Unified Court System 

 

Resolution No. 4 - Finding That Changing the Approved Zoning Classification 

of 234-238 High Street, Parcel No. 6-07-218, From Light 

Industrial District to Residence C District Will Not Have a 

Significant Impact on the Environment 

               

ORDINANCES  
 

LOCAL LAW 

 

Local Law No. 1 -  Amending City Code of the City Of Watertown, §205, 

Noise 

   



PUBLIC HEARING 

 

7:30 p.m. Ordinance Approving the Zone Change Request Submitted 

by Stacey Mack to Change the Approved Zoning 

Classification of 234-238 High Street, Parcel No. 6-07-218 

From Light Industrial District to Residence C District 

 

7:30 p.m. Small Cities Community Development Block Grant 

Funding Application 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

STAFF PRESENTATION 

 

 1.  J. B. Wise Access Road Alternatives 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

 

1. R. P. Flower Memorial Library Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes of   

January 11, 2011 

2. Installation and Maintenance of Smoke & Carbon Monoxide 

Alarms/Detectors 

3. NYCOM 2007 Water and Sewer Rate Report 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 1.  To discuss the employment history of a particular individual.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING IS TUESDAY, 

FEBRUARY 22, 2011. 



Res No. 1      January 31, 2011 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Approving Memorandum of Understanding Between 

  the City of Watertown and the State of New York Department 

  of Taxation and Finance, Office of Real Property Services 

 

 

  The New York State Department of Taxation and Finance, Office of Real 

Property Services is responsible for calculating equalization rates and residential 

assessment ratios.  These calculations are applied by, and among, local governments 

throughout New York State for, among other things, the apportionment of municipal and 

school taxes, the allocation of State Aid, the establishment of constitutional tax and debt 

limits and for the administrative and judicial review of assessments. 

 

Reports on real property sales by local governments are the mechanism 

whereby significant market data are incorporated into the rate calculation process.  The 

rates and ratios calculated by the State are key to the orderly administration of local 

government public school finance.  The State has a vital interest in establishing timely 

rates and ratios based on this sales data.   

 

To that end, the State asked the City to consider partnering in the 

collection and electronic transmission of sales data between the City and the State.  This 

partnership will foster improved real property tax administration.  In return for the City’s 

providing the State with the requested data in electronic format, the State agrees to pay 

fifty cents ($0.50) for each report of transfer (each sale) they receive from the City via 

internet.   

 

  A Memorandum of Understanding between the City and the State of New 

York Department of Taxation and Finance, Office of Real Property Services is attached 

for City Council review.  The City entered into a similar Agreement with the Office of 

Real Property Services in 2007, however, now that their office has been combined with 

the Department of Taxation and Finance a new Agreement is required.  Payments shall be 

made to the City on a quarterly basis.  While there is no specific term to this MOU, it 

may be cancelled by either party with thirty days written notice. 

 

  Staff is recommending that the City Council support this initiative. 
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Approving Memorandum of Understanding  
Between the City of Watertown and the NYS  
Department of Taxation and Finance,  
Office of Real Property Services 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

 

WHEREAS the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance, Office of Real 

Property Services is responsible for calculating equalization rates and residential assessment 

ratios, and 

 

WHEREAS these calculations are applied by, and among, local governments throughout 

New York State for, among other things, the apportionment of municipal and school taxes, the 

allocation of State Aid, the establishment of constitutional tax and debt limits and for the 

administrative and judicial review of assessments, and 

 

WHEREAS reports on real property sales by local governments are the mechanism 

whereby significant market data are incorporated into the rate calculation process, and 

 

WHEREAS the rates and ratios calculated by the State are key to the orderly 

administration of local government public school finance, and 

 

WHEREAS the State has a vital interest in establishing timely rates and ratios based on 

this sales data, and 

 

WHEREAS the State and the City agree that a partnership in the collection and electronic 

transmission of sales data between the City and the State serves the purposes of fostering 

improved real property tax administration, and 

 

 WHEREAS Section 574 of the Real Property Tax Law provides that on or before the 

fifteenth day of each month, County recording officers shall furnish to the Office of Real 

Property Services, among others, a report showing all the transfers of real property during the 

preceding month, and 

 

WHEREAS many counties, owing to the current paper intensive and manual system of 

records transmission, have had difficulty complying with this requirement, and 

 



 
 
Resolution No.   1                                                                                            February 7, 2011 
 

   RESOLUTION 

 
                  Page 2 of 2 
 
Approving Memorandum of Understanding  
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 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS the State of New York wishes to assist the City in complying through 

electronic filing of this information, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown 

hereby approves the Memorandum of Understanding between the City and the NYS Department 

of Taxation and Finance, Office of Real Property Services, a copy of which is attached and made 

a part of this resolution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 











Res No. 2       February 2, 2011 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Michael A. Lumbis, Planner 

 

Subject: Authorizing an Application to the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation for Funding Through the Urban and 

Community Forestry Program 

 

 

  The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation has recently 

announced that funding is available through the Urban and Community Forestry Grant 

Program for tree planting projects.   

 

Grant funds can be used for tree planting on public sites in neighborhoods 

and in parks.  The grant program requires a 50% match.  If the City Council wishes to 

apply for funding, it will have to commit to matching the amount of the grant request in 

the 2011-2012 budget. 

 

At its January 13, 2011 meeting, Tree Watertown, the City’s Street Tree 

Advisory Board, discussed the grant program and is recommending that the City apply 

for a grant to expand the existing tree planting program.  Tree Watertown suggested that 

the City apply for a $5,000 grant, making an assumption that the tree planting program 

would be funded in fiscal year 2011-2012 at the same rate as it is this current fiscal year, 

which is $5,000. 

 

In the past, the City has successfully applied for funding through this 

program and has completed tree planting projects on Flower Avenue East, St. Mary’s 

Street, Main Avenue and Emerson Place.  We will also be completing a tree planting on 

Breen Avenue this spring using grant funds.  For this grant, we do not have a specific 

street in mind to complete the planting on, but instead are proposing a City wide planting 

project, with a focus on several census tracts that meet grant guidelines related to planting 

in underserved neighborhoods.  For a combined project total of $10,000, it is estimated 

that 135 bare root street trees would be able to be planted in the spring of 2012. 

 

  If the City Council would like to apply for funding, it must authorize the 

application.  The attached resolution approves and endorses the City’s application and 

authorizes and directs the City Manager to apply for funding in an amount not to exceed 

$5,000. 
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Authorizing an Application to the New York 
State Department of Environmental 
Conservation for Funding Through the  
Urban and Community Forestry Program 
 
 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

    

WHEREAS the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) 

has announced that funding is available through the Urban and Community Forestry Grant 

Program for tree planting projects, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City of Watertown has made tree planting and the care and management 

of the City’s urban forest a priority in the wake of several devastating storms in the 1990’s, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City Council desires to apply to the NYSDEC’s Urban and Community 

Forestry Grant Program to fund a City wide tree planting project, and 

 

 WHEREAS Tree Watertown, the City’s Street Tree Advisory Board, recommends that 

the City Council apply for funding to continue the City’s reforestation efforts, and 

 

 WHEREAS this program requires an approval and endorsement of the application from 

the City Council of the City of Watertown, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown, 

New York that it hereby approves and endorses the City’s application to the NYSDEC for grant 

funding under the Urban and Community Forestry Program, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager, Mary M. Corriveau, is hereby 

authorized and directed to file an application for 50% matching funds in an amount not to exceed 

$5,000, and upon approval of said request, to enter into and execute a Project Agreement with 

the NYSDEC for such financial assistance to the City of Watertown for the 2012 Tree Planting 

Project. 

 

 

 

Seconded by 



Res No. 3 

       January 19, 2011 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Agreement Between the City of Watertown and the 

  NYS Unified Court System 

 

 

  Attached for City Council consideration is an amendment to the existing 

five-year Agreement between the City of Watertown and the NYS Unified Court System 

for facility maintenance.  This amendment establishes a new one-year term that 

commenced on April 1, 2010 and terminates on March 31, 2011. 

 

  This Agreement provides the City of Watertown with reimbursement 

under the Court Cleaning and Minor Repairs Program for services and space provided to 

City Court.  This covers the City Court facilities in City Hall. 

 

  The proposed budget for services rendered under the terms of the contract 

period 2010-2011 is $42,632.  A detailed copy of the budget request is attached for City 

Council review. 

 

  A resolution approving the Agreement has been prepared for City Council 

approval. 
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Approving Agreement Between the City of 
Watertown and State of New York, Unified 
Court System 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 
 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

  WHEREAS the City of Watertown, New York is responsible for providing and 

maintaining space for the operation of City Court, and 

 

  WHEREAS reimbursement for such services is available to the City from the 

Unified Court System of the State of New York, 

 

  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby approves the Court Cleaning and Minor Repair Program Agreement between 

the City of Watertown and the State of New York Unified Court System for Fiscal Year 2010-

2011, and 

 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager, Mary M. Corriveau, is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City of Watertown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 





























Res No. 4       

 

       January 21, 2011 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Finding that Changing the Approved Zoning Classification of 234-238 

High Street, Parcel No. 6-07-218, Street From Light Industrial to 

Residence C District Will Not Have a Significant Impact on the 

Environment 

 

 

  At its January 4, 2011 meeting, the City Planning Board recommended the 

above subject zone change.  The City Council has scheduled a public hearing on the 

request for Monday, February 7, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

  The City Council must complete Part II and Part III, if necessary, of the 

attached Environmental Assessment Form and adopt the resolution before it may vote on 

the Zone Change Ordinance.  This resolution states that the zone change will not have a 

significant negative impact on the environment. 
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Finding That Changing the Approved Zoning  
Classification of 234-238 High Street, Parcel  
No. 6-07-218, From Light Industrial District to  
Residence C District Will Not Have a Significant  
Impact on the Environment 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  

   

WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Watertown, New York, has before it an 

Ordinance for changing the zoning classification of 234-238 High Street, Parcel No. 6-07-218, 

from Light Industrial District to Residence C District, and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council must evaluate all proposed actions submitted for its 

consideration in light of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the 

regulations promulgated pursuant thereto, and 

 

WHEREAS the adoption of the proposed Ordinance would constitute such an “Action,” 

and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council has determined that the proposed Ordinance is an “Unlisted 

Action” as that term is defined by 6NYCRR Section 617.2(ak), and  

 

WHEREAS there are no other involved agencies for SEQRA review as that term is 

defined in 6NYCRR Section 617.2(s), and 

 

WHEREAS to aid the City Council in its determination as to whether the proposed Zone 

Change will have a significant effect on the environment, Part I of a Short Environmental 

Assessment Form has been prepared by the applicant, a copy of which is attached and made part 

of this resolution,  
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Finding That Changing the Approved Zoning  
Classification of 234-238 High Street, Parcel  
No. 6-07-218, From Light Industrial District to  
Residence C District Will Not Have a Significant  
Impact on the Environment 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown, 

New York, that: 

 

1. Based upon its examination of the Short Environmental Assessment Form and 

comparison of the proposed action with the criteria set forth in 6NYCRR Section 

617.7, no significant impact is known and the adoption of the zone change will 

not have a significant impact on the environment. 

2. The Mayor of the City of Watertown is authorized to execute Part III of the 

Environmental Assessment Form to the effect that the City Council is issuing a 

Negative Declaration under SEQRA. 

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 







Local Law No. 1 of 2011 

       February 3, 2011 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Local Law, Noise  

 

 

  The attached Local Law has been prepared for City Council consideration 

at the request of Council Member Joseph M. Butler.  This Local Law incorporates new 

language into the City Code §205, Noise, to control the noise for emergency warning 

devices, exhausts, sound reproduction, and squealing tires.  A number of definitions have 

also been added to clarify terms used in the new language.   

 

  This Local Law incorporates standards to be considered in determining 

whether unnecessary noise exists in a given situation; those standards include, but are not 

limited to:  

 

1. The intensity of the noise. 

2. Whether the nature of the noise is usual or unusual. 

3. Whether the origin of the noise is natural or unnatural. 

4. The intensity of the background noise. 

5. The proximity of the noise to sleeping facilities. 

6. The nature and the zoning district of the area within which the noise emanates. 

7. The time of day or night the noise occurs. 

8. The duration of the noise. 

9. Whether the sound source is temporary. 

10. Whether the noise is continuous or intermittent. 

11. Whether alternative methods are available to achieve the objectives of the 

sound producing activity. 

 

  On December 1, 2010, City Attorney Robert J. Slye sent an opinion letter 

to the members of the City Council on the topic of adopting a noise ordinance designed to 

have City-wide application.  His letter goes into great detail regarding the City’s ability to 

adopt Noise legislation, including noise emanating from vehicles, such as contain in 

§205-9, § 205-10 (b) and §205-11 of this proposed Local Law.  I have attached a copy of 

Mr. Slye’s opinion letter for your reference.       

 

  As part of the research requested by the City Council relating to the 

enforcement of a decibel level noise ordinance, Staff was asked to research the cost of 

decibel meters for the Police Department personnel.  The City Purchasing Department 

did considerable research and finds that the instrument described in the attached 

specifications sheet is used by a number of departments in NYS.  The cost of this unit is 

$2,370.  If we are going to enforce §375 (47) of the New York Vehicle and Traffic 



Law(VTL), the Police Department will need to be equipped with decibel meters similar 

to the one presented.  The meters we purchase will need to stand up in a court 

proceeding, provide credible data, and have a way to calibrate the meter and print the 

meter reading results in the field.  In my discussions with Police Chief Joseph Goss, he 

believes the City would need six (6) of these units to effectively enforce the decibel 

standards contained in the VTL.  Chief Goss has reached out to the Police Chief in 

Oswego New York who’s department uses these specific meters, and they have offered to 

loan a meter to the City to test to see if it works for our intended use. 

 

  We have also done outreach to the District Attorney’s Office to see what 

would be required for a successful prosecution under VTL §375(47).  After quite a bit of 

research on the part of the District Attorney’s Office, the City received a response 

outlining what they found.  I have included the language from the email received from 

the DA’s Office in this packet.     

   

  Prior to considering the attached Local Law, a Public Hearing must be 

held.  Staff is recommending that the Public Hearing be to be held on Tuesday, February 

22, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. in City Council Chambers. 
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Of Watertown, §205, Noise  
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 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 
 
 

Introduced by 

 

__________________________________ 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED that § 205, Noise of the City Code of the City of 

Watertown is amended to add the following: 

 

 §205-8  Emergency Warning Devices 

 

No person shall operate or cause to be operated any emergency warning device, 

except: 

  

(a) To give notice as a warning of any emergency; 

 

(b) On an authorized emergency vehicle when such vehicle is engaged 

in emergency operations provided that such device is not operated 

to create unnecessary noise or for a period of time longer than is 

necessary to respond to such emergency; 

 

(c) When such device is under test. 

 

 §205-9  Exhausts 

 

Except as otherwise provided in this ordinance, no person shall cause or permit 

the discharge into the open air of the exhaust of any device, including but not 

limited to any steam engine, diesel engine, internal combustion engine or turbine 

engine, so as to create unnecessary noise. 

 

 §205-10. Sound Reproduction 

 

No person shall operate, play or permit the operation or playing of any radio, 

television, phonograph, drum, musical instrument, sound amplifier or similar 

device which produces, reproduces or amplifies sound. 
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 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(a)  In such a manner as to create unnecessary noise across a real property 

boundary, except for activities open to the public and for which a 

permit has been issued by the Chief of Police or his designee pursuant 

to rules and regulations promulgated, or by license issued by the City 

Manager. 

 

(b) In such a manner as to create unnecessary noise at fifty (50) feet from 

such device, when operated in or on a motor vehicle on a public 

highway. 

 

(c)  In such a manner as to create unnecessary noise to any person other 

than the operator of the device, when operated by any passenger on a 

common carrier. 

 

(d)  In such a manner as to create unnecessary noise that enters an 

apartment or dwelling unit that is separate and distinct from the 

apartment or dwelling unit from which the unnecessary noise 

originated. 

 

 §205-11. Squealing Tires 

 

No person shall operate a motor vehicle in such a manner as to cause unnecessary 

noise by spinning or squealing the tires of such motor vehicle. 

 

, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that § 205-6 is amended to read as follows: 

 

 § 205-6 Penalties for Offenses 

 

Any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this chapter shall, upon 

conviction, be subject to a fine of not less than fifty ($50) dollars nor more than 

two hundred and fifty ($250) dollars.  Each day of continued violation is a 

separate and distinct offense. 
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 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that §205-1 is amended as follows: 

 

 §205-1  General Prohibition and Definitions 

 

A.  General Prohibition - The creation of any unreasonably loud, disturbing noise in the 

city is prohibited.  Noise of such character, intensity or duration as to endanger public comfort, 

peace or repose or to be detrimental to the life or health of any individual is declared to be a 

nuisance and is prohibited.  Noise of such character, intensity or duration is hereby declared to be 

a nuisance within the meaning of this section, but such designation shall not be deemed to be 

exclusive. 

 

B.  Definitions 

 

Authorized Emergency Vehicle means every ambulance, police vehicle, fire vehicle and 

civil defense vehicle when on emergency calls. 

 

Device means any mechanism which is intended to or which actually produces sound 

when operated or handled. 

 

Emergency means a public calamity or an exposure of any person or property to imminent 

danger. 

 

Emergency warning device means any sound signal device that is designed to be used and 

is actually used to warn of an emergency. 

 

Person means any individual, partnership, company, corporation, association, firm, 

organization, government agency, administration or department, or any other group of 

individuals, or any person or employee thereof.  

 

Real property boundary means an imaginary line exterior to any structure, along the 

ground surface, which separates the real property owned by one person from that owned 

by another person, and the vertical extension of such line. 
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 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Sound reproduction device means a device intended primarily for the production or 

reproduction of sound including, but not limited to any musical instrument, radio 

receiver, tape recorder, cd player, phonograph or sound amplification system. 

 

Sound source site means any land under the ownership or control of a person in or upon 

which one or more sound sources are located.  The sound source site includes all 

individual sound sources that are located on such site, whether stationary, movable or 

mobile. 

 

Unnecessary noise means any excessive or unusually loud sound or any sound which 

either annoys, disturbs, injures, or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace or safety 

of a reasonable person of normal sensibilities, or which causes injury to animal life or 

damage to property or business.  Standards to be considered in determining whether 

unnecessary noise exists in a given situation include but are not limited to the following: 

 

1. The intensity of the noise. 

2. Whether the nature of the noise is usual or unusual. 

3. Whether the origin of the noise is natural or unnatural. 

4. The intensity of the background noise. 

5. The proximity of the noise to sleeping facilities. 

6. The nature and the zoning district of the area within which the noise emanates. 

7. The time of day or night the noise occurs. 

8. The duration of the noise. 

9. Whether the sound source is temporary. 

10. Whether the noise is continuous or intermittent. 

11. Whether alternative methods are available to achieve the objectives of the 

sound producing activity. 

, and 

 

  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Local Law shall take effect immediately 

upon filing with the New York Secretary of State. 

 

 

Seconded by 

 





























Public Hearing – 7:30 p.m.        

 

       January 20, 2011 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Approving the Zone Change Request Submitted by Stacey Mack to 

Change the Approved Zoning Classification of 234-238 High Street, 

 Parcel No. 6-07-218, From Light Industrial District to Residence C 

District 

 

 

  The City Council scheduled a public hearing on the above described Zone 

Change Request for 7:30 p.m. on Monday, February 7, 2011.   

 

  The Planning Board reviewed the request at its January 4, 2011 meeting 

and adopted a motion recommending that the City Council approve the zone change.  

Attached is a report on the Zone Change Request prepared for the Planning Board and an 

excerpt from its Minutes. 

 

  The City Council must also approve the SEQRA resolution pertaining to 

this proposal before voting on the attached Ordinance.  



























Public Hearing – 7:30 p.m.  

       February 1, 2011 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: 2011 CDBG Small Cities Application Public Hearing 

 

 

  The first of two public hearings required for this year’s Community 

Development Block Grant Small Cities Application has been scheduled for Monday, 

February 7, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.  Applications are due by May 27, 2011.   

 

  Attached is a copy of the information that will be handed out at the public 

hearing.  The purpose of this public hearing is to hear comments on the City’s past 

performance with the program and to gather ideas for this year’s application.  I will be 

available to give a short presentation of the required information at the beginning of the 

public hearing and to answer questions. 

 

  


































	February 7, 2011 City Council Agenda
	Cover Report - Resolution No. 1 - Approving Memorandum of Understanding Between the City of Watertown and the NYS Department of Taxation and Finance, Office of Real Property Services
	Resolution No. 1
	Supporting Documentation

	Cover Report - Resolution No. 2 - Authorizing an Application to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation for Funding Through the 2007-2008 Urban and Community Forestry Program
	Resolution No. 2

	Cover Report - Resolution No. 3 - Approving Agreement Between the City of Watertown and State of New York, Unified Court System
	Resolution No. 3
	Supporting Documentation

	Cover Report - Resolution No. 4 - Finding That Changing the Approved Zoning Classification of 234-238 High Street, Parcel No. 6-07-218, From Light Industrial District to Residence C District Will Not Have a Significant Impact on the Environment
	Resolution No. 4 
	Supporting Documentation

	Cover Report - Local Law No. 1 of 2011 - Amending City Code of the City of Watertown, §205, Noise
	Local Law No. 1 of 2011
	Supporting Documentation

	Public Hearing - 7:30 p.m. - Ordinance Approving the Zone Change Request Submitted by Stacey Mack to Change the Approved Zoning Classification of 234-238 High Street, Parcel No. 6-07-218 From Light Industrial District to Residence C District
	Ordinance
	Supporting Documentation

	Public Hearing - 7:30 p.m. - Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Funding Application
	Supporting Documentation

	Staff Report - R. P. Flower Memorial Library Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes of January 11, 2011
	Staff Report - Installation and Maintenance of Smoke & Carbon Monoxide
	NYCOM 2007 Water and Sewer Rate Report - A copy has been provided to the City Council and is on file in the City Clerk's Office.



