
CITY OF WATERTOWN, NEW YORK 

AGENDA 

 

  

This shall serve as notice that the next regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council 

will be held on Monday, February 6, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 

245 Washington Street, Watertown, New York. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 1 - Approving Employee Assistance Program Service 

Agreement, Northern Employee Assistance Services 

 

Resolution No. 2 - Approving Section 5311 Federal Transit Operating 

Assistance Agreement Between the City of Watertown And 

New York State   

 

Resolution No. 3 -  Authorizing Application to New York Safety and Health 

Hazard Abatement Board, Occupational Safety and Health 

Training and Education Program Grant  

 

Resolution No. 4 - Accepting Bid for Extended Cab Chassis, Vision Ford 

 

ORDINANCES  
 

Ordinance No. 1 - Changing the Approved Zoning Classification of Various 

Government-Owned Parcels in Order to Implement with 

the Recommendations of the Local Waterfront 

Revitalization Program 

 

LOCAL LAW 

   



PUBLIC HEARING 

 

7:30 p.m. Resolution Approving a Special Use Permit Request 

Submitted by Ed Kowalsky of Empire Recycling 

Corporation to Operate a Metals Recycling Facility at  

301 Pearl Street, Parcel 4-01-101 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

 

1. Annual Performance Review – Ann M. Saunders, City Clerk 

2. Annual Summary of Organizational Initiatives, Challenges and 

Accomplishments for 2011 – Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

3. Street Naming 

4. 138 Court Street Proposal 

5. City Owned Property, 111 South Orchard Street, Massey Street South Outlet 

Sewer 

6. Request for Expansion of CitiBus Service 

7. Board and Commission Appointments 

8. Fox Lawson Update 

9. Crow Hazing Program Update 

10. Tree Watertown Committee 2011 Annual Report 

11. Jefferson County Dog Control 2011 Annual Report 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

1. Collective Bargaining. 

 2.   The employment history of a particular corporation. 

 3.   The employment history of particular individuals. 

 

WORK SESSION 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING IS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2012. 



Res No. 1        

 

       January 30, 2012 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Approving Employee Assistance Program (EAP) Service 

  Agreement, Northern Employee Assistance Services 

 

 

  Attached for City Council consideration is a resolution approving a 

Service Agreement between the City of Watertown and Northern Employee Assistance 

Services (NEAS), 167 Polk Street, Watertown, NY. This Agreement will provide the 

City’s approximately 350 employees and their family members with access to a program 

designed to help individuals deal with problems affecting their jobs and quality of life.  

 

  An effective EAP program is a crucial management tool aimed at helping 

employees cope with stressful situations at home and work, as well as contend with the 

many uncertainties of life. The NEAS is available to assist City employees and their 

family members with a wide range of situations such as substance abuse and addiction, 

job loss in the family, financial difficulties, home ownership, and stress in the home or 

workplace. When these or similar situations are occurring, they often end up impacting 

every aspect of an employee’s life and will ultimately decrease productivity in the 

workplace and negatively affect the overall health and well-being of City employees.  

 

  NEAP has provided the City of Watertown with program utilization 

statistics for the past year which show that 12 individuals availed themselves of the 

services provided through this Agreement. In order to maintain a high awareness of this 

program, re-orientation sessions are scheduled at all City departments.  The full set of 

utilization statistics is attached for Council review.    

 

  The rate for services under the proposed Agreement is $20.15 per 

employee, which is up $.40 per employee, or a 2%, over the $19.75 charged last year. 

The total cost of this Agreement is $7,012.20. Staff is recommending this Service 

Contract with NEAS be approved.    

 

 

   

   



 
 
Resolution No.   1                                                                           February 6, 2012 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 
                 Page 1 of 1 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

Approving Employee Assistance  
Program Service Agreement,  
Northern Employee Assistance 
Services 
 
 
 
 

Introduced by 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

 WHEREAS Employee Assistance Programs are designed to assist employees and 

their families with difficult issues related to finances, stress at home and in the workplace, 

substance abuse, and other issues related to the well-being of employees, and 

 

 WHEREAS an Employee Assistance Program is an effective and supportive 

management tool aimed at helping employees cope with life’s many challenges, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City wishes to continue to provide such a program for its 

employees and their families, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City of Watertown wishes to enter into a Service Agreement with 

Northern Employee Assistance Services, 167 Polk Street, Watertown, NY, for a one-year term, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby approves the Employee Assistance Program Service Agreement between the 

City of Watertown and Northern Employee Assistance Services, a copy of which is attached and 

made part of this resolution, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager, Mary M. Corriveau, is 

hereby authorized and directed to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City.   

 

                           

Seconded by 

 

 

 









Res No. 2       February 1, 2012 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, Assistant City Manager 

 

Subject: Approving Section 5311 Federal Transit Operating Assistance 

Agreement with New York State Department of Transportation  

 

 

  The City of Watertown has received notification from the NYS 

Department of Transportation that operating assistance allocations for the City’s bus 

service have been made for 2012-13 in the amount of $137,300.  Allocations under this 

program are based on four (4) components: non-urbanized population, passengers per 

mile, number of buses and local contribution.      

 

In order to receive these payments, the Federal Transit Operating 

Assistance Agreement between the City of Watertown and the State of New York needs 

to be extended, as it expires on June 30, 2012.  The State of New York Department of 

Transportation has forwarded for City Council approval a new Federal Transit Operating 

Assistance Agreement.  The term of the proposed Agreement commences July 1, 2012 

and terminates June 30, 2018.  A copy of this Agreement is attached for your review.   

 



 
 
 
Resolution No. 2                                                                                           February 6, 2012 
 

   RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 1 
 
Approving Section 5311 Federal Transit  
Operating Assistance Agreement 
Between the City of Watertown 
And New York State   
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 
 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  

   

WHEREAS Section 5311 of Title 49, United States Code, provides federal financial 

assistance for public transportation in rural and small urban areas by way of a formula grant 

program to be administered by the States, and 

 

WHEREAS the City of Watertown may make application annually to the New York State 

Department of Transportation for such federal aid for operating assistance for a Project to 

provide public mass transportation service on a continuing basis in Watertown, New York, and 

 

WHEREAS the City of Watertown desires to enter into a continuing agreement with the 

State of New York for the undertaking of the Project,  

 

              NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that City Manager Mary M. Corriveau is 

authorized and directed to execute the continuing agreement between the City of Watertown and 

the State of New York providing for the undertaking of the Project and authorizing annual grant 

applications for such Section 5311 funds, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City Manager Mary M. Corriveau is authorized to 

act on behalf of the City of Watertown to progress and complete the above named Project, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City Manager Mary M. Corriveau is authorized to 

sign any contracts or agreements between the City of Watertown and any third party 

subcontractor necessary to complete said public transportation project. 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 











































































Res No. 3        

 

        January 30, 2012 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Authorizing Application to New York Safety and Health 

   Hazard Abatement Board, Occupational Safety and Health    

  Training and Education Program Grant  

 

 

  Superintendent of Public Works Eugene P. Hayes is asking for 

authorization to again submit an application for funding to the State of New York Safety 

and Health Hazard Abatement Board for funding to support occupational and safety 

health training for our employees.  Each year the City of Watertown provides 

occupational training opportunities for its employees.  The $19,875 in funding, increased 

from $15,000 last year, applied for under this grant program will provide us with an 

opportunity to expand the number of people receiving the training, expand the training 

programs offered and have 100% of the cost covered by the grant. 

 

  The attached memorandum from Mr. Hayes details the training topics to 

be offered, the number of sessions to be conducted, length of the training sessions and 

total trainees.  For this year’s application employees from Public Works, Parks and 

Recreation, Water and Waste Water Treatment and Engineering departments will 

participate in these training sessions.   

 

  A resolution is attached for City Council consideration authorizing the 

Mayor to sign and submit the grant application on behalf of the City of Watertown.  The 

deadline for this grant application is February 13, 2012.     



 
 
 
 
Resolution No.   3                                                                                      February 6, 2012 
 

    RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 1 
 
 
Authorizing Application to New York Safety and 
Health Hazard Abatement Board, Occupational Safety 
and Health Training and Education Program Grant  
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 
   
 

 

  WHEREAS the State of New York Safety and Health Hazard Abatement Board is 

accepting applications for funding to support occupational and safety health training for public 

and private employees, and 

 

  WHEREAS each year the City of Watertown provides occupational training 

opportunities for its employees, and 

 

  WHEREAS Superintendent of Public Works Eugene P. Hayes is recommending 

that the City prepare an application for $19,875 in funding to provide the City with an 

opportunity to expand the number of people receiving the training and expand the training 

programs offered,  

 

  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby authorizes the submission of a grant application in the amount of $19,875 to 

the State of New York Safety and Health Hazard Abatement Board, and 

 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor Jeffrey E. Graham is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the grant application on behalf of the City of Watertown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 









































Res No. 4 

        January 30, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Accepting Bid for Extended Cab Chassis 

 

 

 The Fiscal Year 2010-2011 budget contained an appropriation for the 

purchase of an extended cab pickup truck for the Department of Public Works Road 

Maintenance division in the amount of $38,000.  This vehicle was not ordered prior to the 

end of the fiscal year due to budget freezes as well as the timing of and the lack of 

inventory available through the New York State contract.  To provide funding for the 

replacement of this vehicle during Fiscal Year 2011-2012, the City Council approved a 

resolution September 19, 2011 readopting the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 General Fund 

Budget to include an additional appropriation of $38,000.    

 

  The City Purchasing Department has advertised and received sealed bids 

for the purchase of an extended cab chassis for the Department of Public Works, per City 

specifications.  Invitations to bid were issued to fourteen (14) prospective bidders, with 

seven (7) bids submitted to the Purchasing Department, where they were publicly opened 

and read on Thursday, January 26, 2012, at 11:00 a.m. 

 

  City Purchasing Agent Amy M. Pastuf reviewed the bids received and is 

recommending that the City Council accept the bid submitted by Vision Ford of 

Rochester, New York, in the amount of $24,587. as the lowest qualified bidder meeting 

our specifications.  A listing of bids submitted is detailed in the attached report of Mrs. 

Pastuf. 

 

  After receiving the chassis, the remaining items needed to outfit the pick-

up truck with a service utility body include a service body, two-way radio and rust 

proofing protection at an estimated amount of $11,175, bringing the total cost for this 

vehicle to $35,762. 



 
 
 
 
Resolution No.  4                                                                                      February 6, 2012 
 

    RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 2 
 
 
Accepting Bid for Extended Cab Chassis, 
Vision Ford 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 WHEREAS in Fiscal Year 2010-2011 funding was included for the purchase of a 

extended cab pick-up for the Department of Public Works’ roads maintenance department 

(A5110.0230), and 

 

WHEREAS said vehicle was not ordered prior to the end of the fiscal year due to 

budget freezes as well as the timing of and the lack of inventory available through the New York 

State Contract, and 

 

WHEREAS the vehicle replacement is still needed by the Department of Public 

Works, and 

 

WHEREAS there was no appropriation in the Fiscal Year 2011-12 General Fund 

Budget for the purchase, and 

 

WHEREAS on September 19, 2011, the City Council of the City of Watertown 

readopted the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 General Fund Budget to add an appropriation of $38,000 

for the purchase of said vehicle, and 

 

  WHEREAS the City Purchasing Agent has advertised and received sealed bids for 

the purchase of an Extended Cab Chassis for the Department of Public Work’s road maintenance 

department, per City specifications, and 

 

 WHEREAS invitations to bid were issued to fourteen (14) prospective bidders with seven 

(7) bids submitted to the Purchasing Department, and 

 

 WHEREAS on Thursday, January 26, 2012, at 11:00 a.m., the bids received were 

publicly opened and read, and 
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    RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 2 of 2 
 
 
Accepting Bid for Extended Cab Chassis, 
Vision Ford 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  WHEREAS City Purchasing Manager Amy M. Pastuf reviewed the bids received 

and is recommending that the City Council accept the bid submitted by Vision Ford of 

Rochester, New York, as the lowest qualifying bidder meeting the City’s specifications,  

 

  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown accepts the bid of Vision Ford of Rochester, New York, for an Extended Cab Chassis 

in the amount of $24,587.00 as the lowest qualifying bid meeting the City’s specifications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by  

 







Ord No. 1        

 

       February 1, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Changing the Approved Zoning Classification of Various Government-

Owned Parcels in Order to Implement with the Recommendations of the 

Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

 

 

   

  On June 6, 2011, the City Council enacted an ordinance creating three new 

zoning districts with the intention of rezoning the areas along the river as part of the 

Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) adoption process. The attached 

ordinance implements some of the new zoning districts based on Staff recommendations 

and the “Proposed Land Use” map included in the draft LWRP. 

 

  At its June 7, 2011 meeting, the Planning Board reviewed this proposal 

and unanimously passed a motion recommending that the City Council adopt the 

changes. 

 

  This is the first of six phases necessary to fully implement the LWRP 

zoning. This phase consists almost entirely of City-owned properties. The State owns two 

parcels, used for fishing access near Vanduzee Street. The Town of LeRay owns a sewer 

pumping station on Eastern Boulevard. Two privately owned properties are also included: 

a small triangle of vacant land near the railroad R.O.W. on Water Street, and a parcel on 

Newell Street which contains Maggie’s on the River. 

 

  Attached to this memo are copies of the report prepared for the Planning 

Board and an excerpt from the Planning Board Minutes.  Copies of maps showing the 

existing zoning and this proposed re-zoning are included within City Council members’ 

agenda packages. 

 

  A public hearing is required before the City Council may vote on this 

Ordinance. It is recommended that a public hearing be scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on 

Tuesday, February 21, 2012. A SEQRA resolution will be prepared and presented to the 

City Council for that meeting. 



Ordinance No. 1  February 6, 2012 
 

   ORDINANCE 

 
    Page 1 of 3 
 
Changing the Approved Zoning Classification of 
Various Government-Owned Parcels in Order to 
Implement with the Recommendations of the Local 
Waterfront Revitalization Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

Introduced by 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED where certain changes to Zoning District boundaries are 

required in order to implement the City of Watertown’s Local Waterfront Revitalization 

Program, and 

 

WHEREAS the Jefferson County Planning Board reviewed the request at its 

meeting held on January 31, 2012, pursuant to General Municipal Law Section 239-m and 

adopted a motion stating that the project is of local concern only, and 

 

WHEREAS the Planning Board of the City of Watertown considered the zone 

change request at its meeting held on June 7, 2011, and adopted a motion recommending that the 

City Council approve the zone changes as proposed, and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council deems it in the best interest of the citizens of the 

City of Watertown to approve the proposed zone change, and 

 

WHEREAS a public hearing was held on the proposed zone change on February 

21, 2012, after due public notice, and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council has made a declaration of Negative Findings of the 

impacts of the proposed zone change according to the requirements of SEQRA, 

 

  



Ordinance No. 1  February 6, 2012 
 

   ORDINANCE 

 
    Page 2 of 3 
 
Changing the Approved Zoning Classification of 
Various Government-Owned Parcels in Order to 
Implement with the Recommendations of the Local 
Waterfront Revitalization Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED that the zoning classification of the 

entirety of each of the parcels in the following list is hereby changed to Waterfront District: 

 

1-18-102.001 

1-18-102.002 

4-12-101.000 

4-12-103.001 

4-12-103.100 

4-12-103.200 

4-12-105.000 

4-12-106.000 

4-12-107.000 

4-12-201.100 

4-12-201.200 

4-12-201.300 

4-12-202.000 

4-13-101.000 

4-13-103.001 

4-22-114.000 

4-22-115.000 

4-27-101.000 

4-27-102.000 

5-26-202.000 

5-26-203.000 

5-26-204.000 

5-26-205.000 

6-05-201.002 

6-05-301.003 

6-05-304.000 

6-05-403.000 

6-06-403.000 

6-06-404.000 

7-03-210.000 

7-03-211.000 

7-08-301.000 

7-08-302.000 

7-08-303.000 

7-08-304.000 

7-08-305.000 

7-08-307.000 

7-16-112.000 

7-16-112.002 

8-28-101.000 

 

And, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the zoning classification of the entirety of 

each of the parcels in the following list is hereby changed to Open Space and Recreation 

District: 

 

8-22-101.000 

8-29-102.000 

8-29-104.000 

8-29-105.000 

8-29-106.000 

8-29-107.000 

8-29-108.000 

 

And, 

 

  



Ordinance No. 1  February 6, 2012 
 

   ORDINANCE 

 
    Page 3 of 3 
 
Changing the Approved Zoning Classification of 
Various Government-Owned Parcels in Order to 
Implement with the Recommendations of the Local 
Waterfront Revitalization Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the zoning classification of the entirety of 

each of the parcels in the following list is hereby changed to Residence C District: 

 

4-15-101.000 

4-16-101.000 

4-22-202.000 

4-22-202.001 

4-22-203.000 

4-24-201.000 

 

And, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the zoning classification of the entirety of 

each of the parcels in the following list is hereby changed to Downtown District: 

 

7-01-137.000 

7-03-101.000 

7-03-102.000 

7-03-202.000 

 

And, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the zoning classification of the entirety of 

parcel 7-03-301.000 is hereby changed to Commercial District, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Zoning Map of the City of Watertown 

shall be amended to reflect these changes, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED this amendment to the Zoning Ordinance of the 

City of Watertown shall take effect as soon as it is published once in the official newspaper of 

the City of Watertown, or printed as the City Manager directs. 

 

Seconded by 
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Public Hearing – 7:30 p.m.        

 

       February 1, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Special Use Permit Allowing the Operation of a Metals Recycling  

  Facility at 301 Pearl Street, Parcel No. 4-01-101 

 

   

  A request has been submitted by Ed Kowalsky of Empire Recycling 

Corporation for the above subject Special Use Permit.  The City Council scheduled a 

Public Hearing on this request for 7:30 p.m. on Monday, February 6, 2012. 

 

  The Planning Board reviewed the request at its January 3, 2012 meeting 

and adopted a motion recommending that the City Council approve the Special Use 

Permit subject to five conditions, which are listed in the resolution.  The report prepared 

for the Planning Board and an excerpt from its meeting minutes are attached. 

 

  The proposed Special Use Permit only covers a 6.3 acre portion of the 

parcel’s northeast corner as described in the Resolution.  The property owner intends to 

divide that portion from the main parcel.  The subdivision application will be reviewed 

by the Planning Board on Tuesday, February 7, 2012. 

 

  The City Council must respond to the questions in Part II of the Short 

Environmental Assessment Form and hold the public hearing before voting on the 

Resolution.  The Resolution states that the project will not have a significant effect on the 

environment and approves the Special Use Permit with the five conditions recommended 

by the Planning Board. 

 

 































CITY OF WATERTOWN, NEW YORK 
OFFICE OF CITY CLERK 

CITY HALL, ROOM 101 

245 WASHINGTON STREET  

WATERTOWN, NEW YORK 13601-3387     

(315) 785-7780       Fax (315) 785-7796 

Email: asaunders@watertown-ny.gov 

      Ann M. Saunders 

City Clerk/City Historian 

 

 

 

Date:  February 2, 2012 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Ann M. Saunders 

 

Subject:  Annual Performance Review 

 

 

 2011 was a year for transition in the City Clerk’s Office.  Longtime City Clerk Donna M. 

Dutton retired on December 31, 2011, after servicing the City of Watertown for 29 years.  I 

started with this office on August 29, 2011, and spent many hours in training prior to taking the 

oath of office on January 1, 2012.  My training involved learning the day to day functions of the 

deputy clerks as well as serving as the clerk for the City Council.  The learning process has been 

challenging as well as very enjoyable and I am honored to have been chosen for this position.  I 

look forward to serving in this capacity for many years to come. 

 

 In the area of vital statistics, our office continues to be very busy with the filing of 1058 

marriage licenses, 1631 birth certificates and 522 death certificates.  In addition, over 5,000 

certified copies were issued throughout the year.  We performed 580 wedding ceremonies which 

was a slight decrease from last year but this number is always influenced by deployments.  Birth 

certificates have been entered into the computer system from 1914 to present and death 

certificates are computer indexed from 1914 to 1923 and 1967 to present.  This is still a work in 

progress.  Due to the confidential information that is handled in this area, I have implemented the 

policy of shredding documents to be discarded to avoid any privacy issues. 

 

 The issuance of passports by the City Clerk’s office was discontinued by the US 

Department of State/Passport in May of 2011.  It was determined that there was a conflict of 

interest with issuing passports because our office issued birth certificates as well.  To resolve this 

conflict, one person would need to be assigned to passports and one person would need to be 

assigned to birth certificates.  Unfortunately, this office is too small to accommodate this 

requirement. 

 

 Dog licensing became the responsibility of the municipality in 2011.  Our office issued a 

total of 1673 dog licenses (1652 new to the city system and 21 renewals).  After completing the 

first year of this process, it was determined there were inconsistencies in the renewal process, 

updating of statuses and handling of delinquent licenses.  I have spoken with Todd Cummings, 

Jefferson County Dog Warden, several times to develop a more efficient policy for tracking 



delinquent dog licenses in hopes of reducing this number.  I hope this will be successful and 

create increased revenue in this area. 

 

 Genealogy searches continue to be popular among individuals wanting to know more 

about their family heritage.  In 2010, Elyse Frezzo, Deputy Clerk, worked very closely with an 

individual from England researching a family member that lived in the area.  During the fall of 

2011, this individual made a trip from England which included a visit to our office to learn more 

about our community.  He shared many stories and pictures of his family from England. 

 

 The historian portion of my job is very fascinating to me and I plan to spend a great deal 

of time reading through the many archives in the Historian Room.  Unfortunately, our office lost 

one of our dedicated volunteers, Doris Monterey, this year but Clancey Hopkins continues to be 

a mainstay.  His dedication and hard work is much appreciated.  My goal for this year is to find 

more volunteers to help in this area.  Currently, I am working with the IT Department to recycle 

a newer computer into this room and to make the computerized indexing system accessible from 

the Clerk’s Office as well as the Historian Room. 

 

 Serving as the clerk to the City Council is a very important function of the position.  I 

became responsible for all the City Council meetings as of September 12, 2011.  The process of 

government is very interesting and I am privileged to be a part of it.  My approach to the minutes 

is to be precise and clear without losing the detail of the discussion.  In reviewing the minutes in 

relation to the City Code, I discovered that some legislation was not implemented into the Code 

Book.  Our office is in the process of auditing the ordinances and local laws of the past few years 

to ensure everything is reflected in the City Charter and/or City Code as intended. 

 

 I have many goals for 2012 which entail developing policy and procedures and 

implementing more efficient methods of operations. I have started to develop a policy and 

procedure book for the daily operations of the office to ensure compliance with the NYS 

regulations that must be followed.  I am also in the process of formulating a computerized 

indexing system for the City Council meeting.  This will replace the current handwritten 

indexing system consisting of index cards and will increase the search capabilities.  In addition, I 

will expand the indexing to include discussion topics as well as resolutions, ordinances and local 

laws.  Furthermore, I plan to explore the capabilities of the BAS software used in the Clerk’s 

Office to further computerize additional day to day functions.  This will include the use of the 

full accounts receivable system available in BAS and provide better checks and balances in the 

handling of money.  I am also working on a policy for the handling of money within our office to 

be submitted to the Comptroller’s Office upon completion. 

 

 In conclusion, our office has seen many changes in the past few months but it has not 

interrupted the quality level of service that is provided to the public.  We strive to put customer 

service first and make it our top priority. 



















        

 

       February 1, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Street Naming 

 

   

  On January 27, 2012, the City Council discussed the desire to have a 

section in the City Code that states that the authority to name private streets resides with 

the City Council. 

 

  Attached is a proposed addition to Chapter 265, Streets and Sidewalks.  

The underlined paragraph would be added to Section 265-2. 

 

  If adopted, the name requirement will be added to the Site Plan 

Application checklist and street names will be included in the City Council’s Site Plan 

Approval resolutions.  For subdivisions, plats will not be considered complete for filing 

in the County Clerk’s office until City Council approved street names are identified on 

them.   

 

  If the City Council agrees with this proposal, an ordinance will be 

prepared for the next meeting. 

 

 



§ 265-2. Naming of streets and numbering of buildings.  

A. Publicly and privately owned streets and drives shall only be named by 

resolution of the City Council.  Property owners may propose names on site 

plan or subdivision plat approval applications or through other means.  All 

proposed names shall be checked for similarity with existing street names to 

reduce possible confusion during emergency responses. 

 

B. All buildings erected or hereafter to be erected shall be numbered as directed 

by the City Engineer. No person owning a building shall fail to procure from 

the City Engineer the proper number or numbers assigned therefor, nor shall 

any such owner fail to place and maintain the same thereon as hereafter 

provided. Numbers shall be not less than two and one-half (2 1/2) inches in 

height, of proportionate width and shall be placed and maintained in a 

permanent and durable manner where they can be seen at all times from the 

street.  

 

 



        

 

       February 1, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: 138 Court Street Proposal 

 

   

  In December, a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the redevelopment of 138 

Court Street was issued.  There were several media stories about the RFP and notices 

were published in the Watertown Daily Times.  Eleven RFPs were sent out.  The deadline 

for proposals was set for January 24, 2012. 

 

  Only one proposal was received and that was from Alex D. Rahmi, the 

previous owner.  A copy of his proposal is included within City Council Members’ 

agenda packages.   

 

  Since the RFP deadline, we have been contacted by five individuals who 

have indicated an interest.  If the City Council does not wish to accept Mr. Rahmi’s 

proposal, we can follow up with the other parties. 

 

 



        

 

       February 1, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: City Owned Property, 111 South Orchard Street, 

  Massey Street South Outlet Sewer  

 

 

  The attached report has been prepared by City Engineer Kurt Hauk for 

City Council review as a follow-up to the discussions at the November 14, 2011 work 

session regarding the request to sell city-owned property located at 111 South Orchard 

Street.  In addition to Mr. Hauk’s memorandum, I have attached for your review an 

excerpt of the November 14
th

 meeting minutes, a copy of the original purchase offer, and 

the map of the property discussed at the Council meeting. 

 

  Staff will be available at the City Council meeting to discuss this matter. 
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       February 1, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Request for Expansion of CitiBus Service 

 

   

  Attached for City Council review and consideration is a request from 

Michael E. Lundy, Managing Partner of Washington Summit Associates, LLC asking 

that the City consider extending our bus service route to Washington Summit.  Should the 

City Council wish to take a look at this request, I would recommend that the 

Transportation Commission be asked to look at the request and determine if the City is 

able to accommodate the expansion into our existing route structure. 

 

 





        

 

       January 30, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Board and Commission Appointments 

 

 

  Below is a listing of current and upcoming vacancies on City Boards and 

Commissions for City Council review.   

    

  If Staff can be of assistance in contacting members the Council wishes to 

consider for reappointment, please let me know.  

Board or Commission Appointed By Term Name of Member 

Date of 

Appt. 

Term 

Expires 

Transportation Commission Council 3 Years Jennie Adist 4/20/2009 4/1/2012 

Transportation Commission Council 3 Years Elsie Gressler 4/20/2009 4/1/2012 

Transportation Commission Council 3 Years Mary Morgan 4/20/2009 4/1/2012 





        

 

       February 1, 2012 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Crow Hazing Program Update 

 

 

  As Council is aware, the City of Watertown is currently under contract 

with Loomacres Wildlife Management to conduct crow hazing activities with the purpose 

of reducing the number of crows roosting in the City on a nightly basis.  This program is 

on-going, and staff wanted to provide Council with an update.  

 

  Thus far, Wildlife Biologists from Loomacres Wildlife Management have 

conducted crow hazing activities in the City during three time periods.  Their first hazing 

treatment was conducted over four nights beginning December 19, 2011.  Follow-up 

treatments were conducted on the evenings on January 10
th

 through the 12
th

, and  

January 16 through the 19, 2012.  Further follow-up treatments are expected in the near 

future. Loomacres Wildlife has yet to enter into the overtime portion of their contract 

with the City.  Costs to this point are $3,719.  Loomacres remains under contract with the 

City through the end of February 2012.  

 

  Below is a report submitted by Cody Baciuska, Lead Wildlife Biologist of 

Loomacres Wildlife Management, detailing their crow hazing activities during the 

months of December 2011 and January 2012.  Loomacres will provide a more detailed 

final report after the conclusion of the contract’s term.  

 

 December Crow Harassment Report: 
 

Loomacres Wildlife Management Inc. conducted the initial crow hazing 

operations in Watertown from Dec. 19th – Dec. 22
nd

, 2011.  Several teams moved about 

the City before and after dusk, observing crows moving to their staging and roosting 

areas.  When congregations of crows were located, staff employed pyrotechnics, lasers 

and other methods to dissuade the birds from using these areas to roost. 

 

December’s crow roosting locations were initially found along the Black River 

behind homes and businesses.  Crows were harassed from these locations the first two 

nights, after which they moved south of the river into the various residential areas.  Staff 

followed them to these areas on subsequent nights and proceeded to harass them from 

these locations as well, all the while breaking up the crows into smaller and smaller 

groups of roosting birds. 



Crows began using trees in smaller groups than were originally observed before 

harassment, making them less of a nuisance to residents.  It was estimated that the initial 

number of birds roosting in the City was from 20 to 30 thousand crows.  These birds were 

all roosting in large groups, in the same general locations, creating a number of issues for 

local residents.  After the initial harassment period, crows began roosting in smaller 

groups of anywhere from 30 to 200 birds.  These numbers are normally more tolerable 

depending on their location, as less fecal matter and noise is emitted by the smaller 

flocks. Further hazing will be conducted to continue the breakup of roosting crow flocks 

in Watertown, New York. 

 

Number of Pyrotechnics Fired in December:   74 

 

Number of Laser/Distress Deterrents Used in December:  8 
 

January Crow Harassment Report: 
 

Loomacres Wildlife Management Inc. was present to conduct crow hazing 

operations from Jan. 10
th

 – Jan. 12
th

, and then again from Jan. 16
th

 – Jan 19
th

 this month. 

American crows attempting to use the City of Watertown as a roosting location were 

harassed using a variety of visual and auditory tactics.  Screamers, bangers, distress calls, 

and lasers were all employed to haze crows out of various residential and commercial 

areas of the City.  The number of total crows attempting to roost in the City has decreased 

since hazing began in December, and further management activities should reduce these 

numbers even further.  It is the goal of Loomacres to limit the number of birds roosting in 

the City to a number of small manageable flocks in non-problem areas. 
 

This month’s crow activity was centered mostly to the south of the river, as crows 

traveled into various neighborhoods and business areas just before dark to spend the 

night. Large flocks of crows numbering in the thousands were observed staging to the 

south of the City’s center around dusk, specifically the trees on the hillside along 

Thompson Boulevard and the Thompson Park Zoo. Loomacres staff moved into position 

during these flock congregations, and strategically fired pyrotechnics to dissuade the 

birds from moving into the City.  These actions caused the birds to disperse into smaller 

flocks, and these smaller groups would often move into the City after it was dark.  Staff 

patrolled the City after dark, locating these flocks and using pyrotechnics and lasers to 

harass them from their perches.  These birds were often found in coniferous trees in and 

among houses, making for undesirable roosting locations. 

 

Special emphasis was put on harassing crows from the highly sensitive areas in 

the downtown business district, especially the trees near the Watertown Historical 

Society.  Loomacres staff worked with the staff at the Historical Society, and gained 

access to their roof in order to better harass the birds frequenting this location.  Staff also 

fielded calls and internet reports from local residents in order to locate flocks in 

numerous residential areas after night had fallen.  Crows were reported and harassed on 

many of the side streets off of Sherman, Washington, Gotham, Franklin, South Massey, 



and State Streets.  Continued harassment in the upcoming months will further reduce 

conflicts between residents and American crows in the City of Watertown. 

 

Number of Pyrotechnics Fired in January:   122 

 

Number of Laser/Distress Deterrents Used in January:  31 
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Chairman’s Report

December 8, 2011

Dear Tree Watertown Members:

The past year has been both very successful in planting new trees throughout the 

City of Watertown’s neighborhoods as well as challenging as we began in 2011 to plan for 

the arrival within the next few years of a devastating  destroyer of Ash Trees – The 

Emerald Ash Borer.  

Thanks to the dedication and commitment of Tree Watertown board members, 

Master Gardeners, Cornell Cooperative Extension and the  City of Watertown, we will be 

going forward with an Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan to present to the City for 

approval and implementation.  Faced with the potential loss of most of the city’s Ash trees 

due to EAB in the next few years, this is the most critical threat to our urban forest since 

the Ice Storm of 1998.

On a brighter side, once again for the 11th consecutive year,  our City of 

Watertown has been named a Tree City USA by the National Arbor Day Foundation.  It is 

through the partnerships we have with organizations including Master Gardeners, 

Watertown Rotary, the Northern New York Community Foundation, the City of 

Watertown, and all of the many city resident volunteers  that Watertown can proudly claim 

this honor yet again.

Our annual report, prepared by Michael A. Lumbis, City Planner, and contained 

herein, describes the many programs, events, and meetings that were conducted by Tree 

Watertown in 2011.  Our accomplishments this year are framed by two wonderful events 

that demonstrate how volunteers have worked with Tree Watertown to make our City of 

Watertown a more beautiful place.

In the spring, on April 29, Arbor Day 2011 was celebrated with a tree planting 

ceremony at the Jefferson County Historical Society.  Local city residents, public officials, 

the Watertown City Public Works Crew, and children from the First Step Day Care 

Center helped us plant a new Catalpa Tree and two new apple trees.  
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In the fall on November 5, faculty, students, and their families from Starbuck 
Elementary and other schools in the Watertown School District braved an icy cold 
Saturday morning to help plant 14 new shade trees for the grounds at Starbuck Elementary.  

The following pages detail all of our different projects for 2011.  I especially thank 
the volunteer board members of our Tree Watertown committee for taking time out of 
their busy schedules to help plan and organize each of our events throughout the year. 

Thank you for helping to make 2011 such a successful year through your hard 

work and dedication.  I look forward to working with you on new and exciting projects in 

the coming year.  

Sincerely,

William W. Christopherson,

2011 Chairman, Tree Watertown

cc:  City Council Members

Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager



Tree Watertown 2011 Annual Report

Tree Watertown Activities -

December 2010 through November 2011

 December 9, 2010:  The 2010 Tree Watertown Annual Meeting was held.  The meeting agenda 
included election of officers for 2011 and a review of activities and the annual financial report for 2010.

 December 21, 2010:  The 2010 Tree City USA Application was submitted to the National Arbor Day 
Foundation.  Tree Watertown assisted with the completion of the City’s application.

 January 13, 2011:  Members discussed project ideas for the Carolyn Whitney Fund Grant application 

that will be submitted to the Northern New York Community Foundation.  Ideas included a possible 

tree give-away as an opportunity for planting in areas within the City that were outside of the street 

right-of-way and the planting of trees in target areas as part of an expanded fall planting program.

 January 13, 2011:  Tree Watertown members discussed a proposed grant application to the NYSDEC 

through the  Urban & Community Forestry Grant Program.  The group recommended utilizing the 

grant monies for expanding the spring planting program in 2012.  Tree Watertown adopted a motion 

recommending that the City Council direct staff to apply for grant funding totaling $5,000. 

 January 13, 2011: Members discussed preliminary plans for Arbor Day 2011.  The planting of one to 

two trees at the Jefferson County Historical Society was suggested and agreed upon.  Arbor Day was 

scheduled for April 29, 2011.

 January 13, 2011:  Members then discussed the impact the City Sidewalk Program is having on the 

City’s street trees.  It was noted that the various construction practices currently being employed are 

having detrimental impacts on the trees.  Glen Roberts agreed to look into technical reports in 

support of tree protection within construction areas.  It was decided that a meeting with the city 

engineer should be scheduled to review the impact the program is having on street trees prior to the 

start of the new construction season.

 January 13, 2011.  The group discussed the likely 

impacts of the Emerald Ash Borer and 

determined that a management plan should be 

developed.  A subcommittee to develop that 

management plan was then created.
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Tree Watertown Activities -

December 2010 through November 2011 Continued

 January 20, 2011:  Michael Lumbis and several staff members from the DPW Buildings and Grounds 

Crew attended an Arborjet Emerald Ash Borer Training Seminar in Lowville, NY sponsored by Miller’s 

Spraying and John Deere Landscapes. The focus of the workshop was on the utilization of trunk 

injections in ash trees as an effective way to prevent the Emerald Ash Borer from attacking and killing 

ash trees. 

 January 25, 2011:  The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation and the Planning Office hosted 

a tree pruning workshop.  Ten (10) employees from the DPW Buildings & Grounds and Thompson Park 

crews attended this workshop which consisted of both an indoor and outdoor training session.  The 

workshop was held in advance of the annual spring tree pruning project conducted by DPW.

 January 28, 2011:  An application to the NNY Community Foundation through the Carolyn Whitney 

Fund for Tree Planting was submitted.  If awarded, the funding would provide for the planting of 40 bare 

root trees throughout the City.  Exact planting locations will be determined this summer, but a focus 

will be on planting near existing ash trees with the idea of establishing replacements before the arrival of 

the Emerald Ash Borer.

 February 10, 2011:  The City’s application for funding through the NYSDEC Urban & Community 

Forestry Grant Program was submitted by Staff.   If awarded, the $5,000 grant and $5,000 match will 

provide for the planting of 135 bare root trees in the spring of 2012.  Locations for planting will include 

Factory Square Park, the 900-1100 Blocks of Salina Street and at other various locations within the City.

 February 10, 2011:  Tree Watertown continued discussion on Arbor Day 2011.  A tree planting 
demonstration was suggested in conjunction with the ceremonial tree planting.

 February 10, 2011:  The development of the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Management Plan was discussed.  
Sue Gwise and Glen Roberts suggested using an existing management plan as a template for our plan.  It 
was also noted that Cornell University has a NYS EAB community preparedness plan workbook that 
can be used as a guide for developing the plan.  Other EAB topics such as educational initiatives and 
treating existing prominent ash trees were then discussed.

 March 2, 2011:  The City of Watertown is named a Tree City USA                                                    
for 2010 by the National Arbor Day Foundation.  2010 marks the                                               
eleventh straight year Watertown has received the designation.

 March 10, 2011:  Plans for Arbor Day 2011 were finalized.   The ceremony will take place on Friday, 
April 29 on the grounds of the Jefferson County Historical Society, beginning at 11:30 a.m.
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Tree Watertown Activities -

December 2010 through November 2011 Continued

 March 10, 2011:  Plans for the 2011 Spring Tree Planting Projects were discussed.  It was noted that 

Breen Avenue would be the location of the City-Rotary planting to be held on April 30.   The City bare 

root tree planting project will occur at various locations throughout the City where property owners 

have requested trees.  The project will also target the 700 block of Gotham Street, Clay Street, the 200 

Block of Academy Street and Park Drive.

 March 23, 2011:  The City was notified by the Northern New York Community Foundation that it was 

awarded a $3,700 grant from the Carolyn Whitney Tree Planting Fund to plant trees throughout the 

City.  The grant will enable the planting of 40 bare root trees in the fall of 2011. 

 March 31, 2011:  Tree Watertown members Michael Lumbis, Kelly Reinhardt and Glen Roberts gave a 

presentation on Street Trees at the Tug Hill Commission’s Local Government Conference.  The 

presentation was aimed at inspiring others to start local tree programs and to share technical expertise 

related to urban forestry along with local history, project highlights and success stories from efforts in 

Watertown.

 April 14, 2011:  Sue Gwise reported that she has met with the Master Gardeners about inventorying 
existing ash trees located in the City as the first step in preparing the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 
Management Plan.  Sue also discussed an EAB tree tag program that will serve to educate the public 
about the insects. The tags will be placed on select ash trees throughout the City by Master Gardeners.

 April 27 – May 3, 2011:  The City of Watertown Department of Public Works completed the City’s 
Annual Tree Planting Project, by planting a total of 99 trees throughout the City.  Tree Watertown 
members assisted with the sorting and numbering of the trees prior to planting. 

 April 29, 2011:  Tree Watertown held its 14th annual                                                                    
Arbor Day Observance in the Victorian Garden at                                                                            
the Jefferson County Historical Society.  The                                                                                
celebration featured the planting of a Northern                                                                           
Catalpa tree and two apple trees in the Society’s                                                                            
orchard.  Mayor Jeffrey Graham also read an                                                                                
Arbor Day Proclamation and declared April 29                                                                                 
as Arbor Day in the City of Watertown.



Tree Watertown Activities -

December 2010 through November 2011 Continued

 April 30, 2011:  Tree Watertown assisted the Watertown Noon Rotary Club with its annual tree 
planting project.  The project featured the planting of 46 trees along Breen Avenue and 4 trees in North 
Watertown Cemetery.

 May 12, 2011:   The summer tree watering and maintenance                                                         
program began with the hiring of local college student and                                                                
Tree Watertown member, Michael DeMarco.  Michael will be                                                                     
following a watering and mulching  schedule throughout the                                                          
summer season.  Michael currently attends the State University                                                           
of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry.

 May 12, 2011:  It was reported that the ash tree inventory                                                               
being conducted by Master Gardeners and members of Tree                                                       
Watertown was underway.

 June 9, 2011:  Bill Christopherson and Sam Thomas reported that on June 1 they had met with the city 
engineer, Kurt Hauk, regarding the City’s Sidewalk Replacement Program.  During the meeting, several 
concerns were raised such as root grinding, the lack of construction fencing around the driplines of the 
trees and keeping vehicles off the roots under the drip line to avoid root damage and soil compaction.  
It was hoped that the meeting would spur compliance with the City’s tree ordinance by the sidewalk 
crew.

 June 9, 2011:  An update on the summer tree watering, mulching and maintenance program was 
provided.  Watering has been underway since mid May and the mulching started in early June.

 June 21, 2011:  The final component to the City’s spring tree planting project was completed with the 
planting of 25 trees by All Seasons Landscaping and Garden Center, LLC.

 July 14-16, 2011:  Glen Roberts and Michael DeMarco attended the New York State Urban and 
Community Forestry Council’s NY ReLeaf Conference in New Paltz, NY.

 July 25, 2011:  The NYS DEC issues a press release that indicates that the City has been awarded a 
$5,000 grant for tree planting through the 2009-2010 EPF Urban and Community Forestry Grant 
Program.  The grant and City match will provide funding for the Spring 2012 Tree Planting Program.

 August 11, 2011:  Michael DeMarco provided a final report to Tree Watertown on the summer 
watering and mulching program.  He reported that in addition to watering approximately 200 spring 
planted trees each week, he also has mulched trees throughout the City.  This summer, 581 trees were 
mulched in locations on streets and in parks throughout the City.  It should be noted that Michael was 
able to work part time on weekends through the end of October.  He continued to mulch trees during 
that time and was responsible for mulching an additional 158 trees.  In total, he mulched 739 trees 
during his tenure.
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Tree Watertown Activities -

December 2010 through November 2011 Continued

 August 11, 2011:  Members discussed and planned Tree Watertown’s annual fall tree planting project.  
Starbuck School was selected as the site for the fall planting.  The Watertown City School District was 
unable to provide funding for trees as they have in the past for this project, but members decided to 
keep the project going by purchasing trees using Tree Watertown funding.  A majority of the tree 
purchases was made using a donation of $600.00 to Tree Watertown that was made by the staff of 
Indian River Central School District in memory of the sister and nephew of Samuel Thomas, Tree 
Watertown member.

 August 11, 2011:  Members discussed and planned the City’s Fall Tree Planting Project that will utilize 
the 2011 Whitney Tree Planting Fund Grant. 

 August 11, 2011:  Tree Watertown again discussed the various tree related issues associated with the 
City’s sidewalk replacement program.   Bill Christopherson reported that following the June 1 meeting 
with Kurt Hauk, city engineer, a letter was sent to him outlining Tree Watertown’s specific concerns.  
After observing another 2 months since the meeting without any changes to the sidewalk construction 
practices, it was decided to meet with the city manager to discuss the situation.

 August 11, 2011:  Tom Walker provided an update on his work with the American Chestnut 
Foundation on the development of an American Chestnut orchard in the area.  Tom said that genetically 
engineered  American Chestnut tree seedlings were recently planted at Belleville-Henderson High 
School.  The orchard was developed to support the efforts of Dr. Charles Maynard, a professor at 
SUNY-ESF who has been studying the American Chestnut tree and the Chestnut Blight for over 20 
years.  If the seedlings prove to be resistant to Chestnut Blight, it may be a significant step in 
reestablishing the American Chestnut as an important tree species.
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 August 30, 2011:  Bill Christopherson and 
Tom Walker met with city manager, Mary 
Corriveau and mayor, Jeffrey Graham 
regarding the various tree related issues 
associated with the City’s sidewalk 
replacement program.  The city manager 
agreed to bring the concerns of Tree 
Watertown to the city engineer.

 September 8, 2011:  The fall tree planting 
projects were discussed again with Mike 
Lumbis noting that plans and specifications 
were being finalized for the Whitney Fund 
project .  He said a site visit would be 
scheduled soon to determine tree planting 
locations at Starbuck School.  Suggestions 
regarding tree species and planting 
locations were made for both projects by 
Tree Watertown members.



Tree Watertown Activities -

December 2010 through November 2011 Continued

 October 13, 2011:  Details regarding the fall tree planting projects were finalized. Mike Lumbis noted 
that plans and specifications had been finalized for the Whitney Fund Project.   He said that he and Sam 
Thomas had met with Mark Taylor, Starbuck Elementary Principal, to select tree planting locations 
around the school.  

 October 13, 2011:  Mike Lumbis noted that applications for the 2012 Carolyn Whitney Tree Planting 
Grant would be due in late January.  Members began discussing project locations and ideas.

 October 13, 2011:  Work continues on the ash tree inventory throughout the City.  Once the 
inventory is complete later in the year, a draft Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan will be published.

 November 4, 2011:  All Seasons Landscaping and Garden Center LLC completes the Fall 2011 City Tree 
Planting Project.  The project featured the planting of 40 bare root trees at various locations throughout 
the City using funds awarded by the Northern New York Community Foundation from the Carolyn 
Whitney Fund.  The funding allowed the City to replant in neighborhoods where mature trees have 
recently been removed and enabled the planting of a new tree near 28 existing ash trees, including 10 
ash trees within Thompson Park.  Planting near existing ash trees was done to mitigate the impacts that 
the Emerald Ash Borer will have on Watertown’s urban forest.

 November 5, 2011:  Tree Watertown                                                                                         
completed its annual fall tree planting                                                                                      
project on the grounds of Starbuck                                                                                           
Elementary.  The planting of 14 trees                                                                                        
at Starbuck was a joint project between                                                                                      
Tree Watertown, the Watertown City                                                                                           
School District and the City of Watertown                                                                                    
Department of Public Works (DPW).                                                                                            
One additional tree was also planted in                                                                                      
Thompson Park.  Over 35 people were                                                                                          
in attendance to help plant including Tree                                                                                   
Watertown members, Master Gardeners                                                                                          
from Cornell Cooperative Extension,                                                                                          
students and staff from Starbuck, and local                                                                                  
Girl Scouts.

 November 8, 2011: Tom Walker provided an update on his work with the American Chestnut 
Foundation.  Tom said the 34 Transgenic, Chinese and natural American chestnuts that were  planted in 
June at Belleville Henderson High School have survived the summer and have been fenced in.

 Throughout the year, Tree Watertown members provided to area residents educational information 
concerning tree identification, site selection requirements and other urban forestry information.

Tree Watertown Activity Report Prepared December 8, 2011 by:  Michael A. Lumbis, Planner
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Tree Watertown Members

 Bill Christopherson, Chairman

 Dr. Jason White, Vice-Chairman

 Joshua Carlsson, Secretary

 Michael Lumbis, Treasurer

 Jean Boldiszar

 David Buszak

 Mike DeMarco

 Brian Gorman

 Sue Gwise

 Jack Parsell

 Kelly Reinhardt

 Glen Roberts

 Samuel Thomas

 Jennifer Voss

 T. Urling Walker

2011 Meeting Dates

 January 13, 2011

 February 10, 2011

 March 10, 2011

 April 14, 2011

 April 29, 2011(Arbor Day Ceremony)

 April 30, 2011(Tree Planting)

 May 12, 2011

 June 9, 2011

 August 11, 2011

 September 8, 2011

 October 13, 2011

 November 5, 2011 (Tree Planting)

 November 10, 2011

 December 8, 2011 (Annual Meeting)
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