
CITY OF WATERTOWN, NEW YORK 

AGENDA 

 

  

This shall serve as notice that the next regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council 

will be held on Monday, December 7, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 

245 Washington Street, Watertown, New York. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

CITIZEN’S RECOGNITION 

 

 Award Presented by Watertown Police Department to Jason Roach 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 1 - Approving Online Auction Contract With Auctions 

International, Incorporated 

 

 Resolution No. 2 -  Establishing County Tax Rate 2010 

 

Resolution No. 3 -  Approving Amendment to the City of Watertown 

Procurement Policy 

 

Resolution No. 4 -  Approving Agreement for Professional Land Surveying 

Services, Storino Geomatics 

 

Resolution No. 5 -  Authorizing Sale of Real Property, Known as 45 

Pennsylvania Avenue to Benjamin and Katrina Butz, 215 

Sterling Street, Watertown, New York 13601 

 

Resolution No. 6 -  Authorizing Sale of Real Property, Known as 46 

Pennsylvania Avenue to Benjamin and Katrina Butz, 215 

Sterling Street, Watertown, New York 13601 

 



Resolution No. 7 -  2009-2010 Sidewalk Improvement Special Assessment 

Program 

 

Resolution No. 8 -  Approving the Special Use Permit Request Submitted by 

Lou A. Bedford and Ken Bedford to Allow a Tattoo and 

Body Piercing Studio at 839 State Street Parcel No. 06-09-

201.000 

 

Resolution No. 9 -  Approving an Amended Site Plan for the Construction of a 

5,793 sq. ft. Addition Located at 595 Main Street West, 

Parcel Numbers 1-14-121.002, 1-14-121.003, 1-14-126.000 

 

ORDINANCES  
 

Ordinance No. 1 -  Amending City Municipal Code A320, Article V, 

Miscellaneous Fees, §320-6, Schedule of Fees 

 

Ordinance No. 2 -  Amending City Municipal Code A320, Article V, 

Miscellaneous Fees, §320-6, Schedule of Fees 

 

Ordinance No. 3 -  Amending City Municipal Code §293, Vehicles and Traffic 

 

LOCAL LAW 

   

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

7:30 p.m. – Public Hearing on Special Use Permit Request Submitted by Mark 

Bonner to Allow an Auto Sales Lot and Auto Detailing Operation Located at 804 

State Street, Parcel No. 12-06-322 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

 

1. Offer to Purchase 575 Water Street 

 

2. Quarterly Financial Report 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 To discuss collective bargaining. 

 

WORK SESSION 

 



ADJOURNMENT 

 

NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING IS MONDAY, 

DECEMBER 21, 2009. 



   November 30, 2009 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager  

 

Subject: Approving Online Auction Contract, 

Auctions International Incorporated 

 

 

The City of Watertown Department of Public Works has a vehicle that has 

been decommissioned and is surplus to our needs, a 1993 Vactor Sewer Vac.  

Additionally, with the installation of the new generator for City Hall, the small 1960 

vintage natural gas fired Kohler model 30 R82 25 KW generator that at one time 

provided emergency power for the Police department, has become excess.  City 

Purchasing Agent Robert J. Cleaver is recommending that we use Auctions International, 

Inc. an on-line auction house to sell this vehicle and equipment.  While we weren’t 

successful in selling the Fire Pumper earlier this year, we were successful with Auctions 

International when we sold the truck scales from the City’s landfill and a reserve ladder 

truck.  Mr. Cleaver still believes that this method will yield the best resale price for the 

City of Watertown.   

 

City Purchasing Agent Robert Cleaver is also recommending that the 

minimum bids be set at $25,000 for the Sewer Vac and $500 for the generator.  As Mr. 

Cleaver’s memorandum states, if all bids come in under the minimum bid, they will be 

referred back to the City Council for approval.    

 

Attached for City Council consideration is a Resolution authorizing the 

City to enter into the On-line Auction Contract with Auctions International, Inc. to sell 

this vehicle and equipment. 
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Resolution No.                                                                                          December 7, 2009 
 
 
 
                  Page 1 of 1 
 
 
Approving Online Auction Contract 
With Auctions International, Incorporated 
 
 
 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BURTO, Jason R. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WHEREAS the City of Watertown has determined that it owns a vehicle that have been 

decommissioned and is excess to the City’s needs, namely a 1993 Vactor Sewer vac, and 

 

WHEREAS the City also has a 1960 vintage natural gas fired Kohler model 30 R 82 25 

KW generator that is no longer in use, and 

 

WHEREAS it is the City’s desire to get the best price possible for this vehicle and 

equipment, and 

 

WHEREAS the Purchasing Agent, Robert J. Cleaver, has contacted Auctions 

International, Inc., which conducts online auctions, and 

 

WHEREAS there is no cost to the City, as the fee will be a 10% buyer’s premium, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council that it hereby approves the 

Online Auction Contract with Auctions International, Incorporated, a copy of which is attached 

and made a part of this resolution, and 

 

BE IT FURHTER RESOLVED that if the highest bid does not meet the City’s minimum 

asking price, no sale will take place, without prior approval of the City Council, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager, Mary M. Corriveau, is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the Contract and accept the highest offer at the time of sale 

above the City’s minimum bid, on behalf of the City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 
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        December 1, 2009 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  James E. Mills, City Comptroller 

 

Subject: Proposed County Tax Rate for 2010 

 

   

  By resolution adopted November 10, 2009, the Jefferson County Board of 

Legislators apportioned the share of the 2010 County tax to be levied on the real property 

within the City.  The City’s share of the 2010 County tax is $7,044,659.  A comparison of 

the amount required for County tax purposes for the years 2006 through 2010 is shown 

below: 

   

 

City Share of County 

Tax Levy 

Increase / 

(Decrease) Percentage Tax Rate Per $1,000 

2010  $        7,044,659   $    220,507  3.23% $ 7.047448 

2009  $        6,824,152   $     40,257  0.59% $ 6.730845 

2008  $        6,783,895   $    228,091  3.48% $ 6.987200 

2007  $        6,555,804   $    509,644  8.43% $ 7.817484 

2006  $        6,046,161   $    130,021  2.20% $ 9.919800 

 

 

The 2010 County tax rate calculates to $7.047448 per $1,000 of assessed 

valuation which represents a 3.23% increase compared to the 2009 County tax rate of 

$6.730845.  The 2009 County taxable assessed values total $994,521,997 compared to 

$986,406,545 from the 2008 assessment roll.   

 

A resolution has been prepared for City Council consideration to approve 

the 2010 County tax rate for properties within the City. 
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Resolution No.                                                                                         December 7, 2009 
 

    RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 1 
 
 
Establishing County Tax  
Rate 2010  
 
 
 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BURTO, Jason R. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

  WHEREAS the Board of Legislators of the County of Jefferson, by resolution 

dated November 10, 2009, certified to the City that the contribution of the City of Watertown to 

the taxes of the County of Jefferson for the Fiscal Year beginning January 1, 2010 is 

$7,044,658.97,  

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council shall and hereby does levy 

the said aggregate amount of taxes of $7,044,658.97, so ascertained and directed and to be 

certified to the City and to be extended on the Assessment Rolls by the City Assessor, as 

provided by Section 115 of the City Charter, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City does hereby levy a total fee of 

$7,044,658.97 to be collected at a rate of $7.047448 per $1,000 of assessed valuation, which total 

of $7,044,658.97 includes $35,817.86 in omitted taxes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 
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Resolution No.                                                                                          December 7, 2009 
 
 
 
                  Page 1 of 1 
 
Approving Amendment to the  
City of Watertown Procurement Policy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 WHEREAS the New York State Legislature adopted legislation amending 

General Municipal Law, Section 103 increasing the public work contract competitive bidding 

threshold, from $20,000 to $35,000, and 

 

 WHEREAS in response to this action by the State Legislature, the City’s 

Procurement Policy which was adopted in 1992, and amended by the City Council in February 

2009, has been amended to reflect this new public work contract competitive bidding threshold 

enacted by the State legislature,  

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby approves the Procurement Policy for the City of Watertown, a copy of which 

has been attached and made a part of this resolution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 
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CITY OF WATERTOWN, NEW YORK 
 

PROCUREMENT POLICY 
 

Purpose 
 
To ensure the prudent and economical use of the public’s money for the purchase of 
goods and services of maximum quality at the most economical cost, and to guard 
against favoritism, improvidence, extravagance, fraud, and corruption, the City of 
Watertown, N.Y. is adopting internal policies and procedures governing all procurements 
which are not required to be made pursuant to the competitive bidding requirements of 
General Municipal Law, Section 103, or of any other general, special or local law. 
 

Purchasing Ethics 
 

To maintain a high standard of conduct and to protect the reputation of the local 
government, the following rules of conduct with apply: 
 

1. To consider first the interests of the local government and the betterment of 
its government. 

 
2. To obtain the greatest value for every dollar spent. 

 
3. To be receptive to advice and suggestions from department heads, insofar as 

such advice and suggestions are not in conflict with legal or moral restrictions 
in purchasing procedures. 

 
4. To strive for knowledge of equipment and supplies in order to recommend   

         items that may reduce cost and/or increase efficiency. 
 

5. To insist on and expect honesty in sales representation whether offered 
verbally or in writing, through the advertising or in a sample of a product 
submitted. 

 
6. To give all responsible bidders equal consideration and the assurance of 

unbiased judgment in determining whether their product meets 
specifications. 

 
7. To discourage the offer of, and to decline, gifts which might influence the 

purchase of municipal equipment and supplies. 
 

8. To accord a prompt and courteous reception, insofar as conditions permit, to 
all who call on legitimate business missions. 

 
9. To counsel and assist other purchasing agents in the performance of their 

duties wherever occasion permits. 
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10. To cooperate with governmental and trade associations in the promotion and 
development of sound business methods in the purchasing of equipment and 
supplies. 
 

11.  To seek or dispense no personal favors.  

 
Competitive Bidding 

 
1.)  Every purchase to be made must be initially reviewed by each department to 

determine whether it is a purchase contract or a public works contract.  Once that 
determination is made, a good faith effort will be made to determine whether it is 
known or can be reasonable expected that the aggregate amount to be spent on the 
item of supply or service is not subject to competitive bidding, taking into account past 
purchases and the aggregate amount to be spent in a year.  It is unlawful to artificially 
split or divide a contract or enter into a series of transactions, to avoid a competitive 
bidding threshold.  The source of funds to be spent does not alter the requirements of 
competitive bidding i.e. Public Grants.  No purchase can be made without the 
appropriate funding to support the purchase in place.   
 
The following items are not subject to competitive bidding pursuant to 
Section 103 of the General Municipal Law: purchase contracts under $10,000. and 
public works contracts under $35,000.; emergency purchases; good purchased from 
agencies for the blind or severely handicapped; goods purchased from correctional 
institutions, purchases under State and County contracts; surplus and second-hand 
purchases from another governmental entity, and Sole Source purchases.  Sole Source 
purchases are done when a product or service is available from one source only, the 
product/service is uniquely required in public interest, or if there is no substantial 
equivalent. 
 

The decision that a purchase is not subject to competitive bidding will be 
documented in writing by the department making the purchase.  This documentation 
may include written or verbal quotes from vendors, price lists, catalogs, a memo from 
the requisitioner indicating how the decision was arrived at, a copy of the contract 
indicating the source which makes the item or service exempt, a memo from the 
department detailing the circumstances which led to an emergency purchase, or any 
other written documentation that is appropriate. 

 
2.)  All goods and services will be secured by use of written requests for 

proposals, written quotations, verbal quotations, or any other method that assures that 
goods will be purchased at the lowest price and that favoritism will be avoided, except in 
the following circumstances:  purchase contracts over $10,000 and public works 
contracts over $35,000; goods purchased from agencies for the blind or severely 
handicapped pursuant to Section 175-b of the State Finance Law, goods purchased from 
correctional institutions pursuant to Section 186 of the Correction Law; purchases under 
State contracts pursuant to Section 104 of the General Municipal law; purchases under 
county Contracts pursuant to Section 103(3) of the General Municipal Law; or purchases 
pursuant to subdivision 6 of this policy. 
 

3.)  All procurement and rental/lease of equipment, materials, supplies and 
nonpersonal services shall be requisitioned through the Purchasing Department, 
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regardless of dollar amount, with the signed approval of the requisitioning department’s 
supervisor prior to ordering.  Use of departmental generated requisition numbers, in lieu 
of a City Purchasing Department purchase order number is prohibited.  
 

4.)  The Purchasing Agent shall have the authority to accept, reject, or modify 
any request for purchase except for those items authorized by the City Council. The 
Purchasing Agent shall confirm all changes with the requisitioning department prior to 
taking any action.  The requisitioning department has the right to appeal the Purchasing 
Agent’s action to the City Manager for final ruling.   
 

5.)  Purchasing Agent Robert J. Cleaver shall be responsible for all procurement 
activities on behalf of the City of Watertown, N.Y. that are in accordance with the rules 
and guidelines as set forth in this policy. 

 
The following method of purchase will be used when required by this policy in 

order to achieve the highest savings:  
 
Estimated Amount of Purchase    Method required 
 
$1 - $250      No quotations  
 
$250 - $1,000      2 verbal quotations 
 
$1001 - $5,000      2 written/quotations  
   
$5001 - $9,999     3 written/quotations  
             
Estimated Amount of 
Public Works Contract    Method required 
 
$1 - $2,500      No quotation 
 
$2,501 - $10,000     2 written/quotations 
 
$10,001 - $25,000     3 written/quotations 
 
$25,001 - $34,999     4 or more written/quotations 
 
Estimated Amount of     Method required 
Rental/Lease Equipment      
 
$1 - $1,000      No quotation   
 
$1,001 and above      2 written quotations  

 
A good faith effort shall be made to obtain the required number of proposals or 

quotations.  If the department is unable to obtain the required number of proposals or 
quotations, the department will document the attempt made at obtaining the proposals.  
In no event shall the failure to obtain the proposals be a bar to the procurement.  All 
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documentation shall be maintained by the requisitioning department for review by the 
Purchasing Department.  
 

6.) Documentation is required of each action taken in connection with each 
purchase. 
 

7.) Documentation and written explanation is required whenever a contract is 
awarded to other than the lowest responsible bidder.  This documentation will include 
an explanation of how the award will achieve savings or how the bidder was not 
responsible.  A determination that the bidder is not responsible shall be made by the 
purchasing department and may not be challenged under any circumstances. 
 

8.) Pursuant to General Municipal Law Section 104-b(2)(f), the procurement policy     
may contain circumstances when, or types of procurements which, in the sole discretion 
of the governing body, the solicitation of alternative proposals or quotation will not be in 
the best interest of the municipality.  In the following circumstances it may not be in the 
best interests of the City of Watertown, to solicit quotations or document the basis for 
not accepting the lowest bid: 
 

a. Professional services or services requiring special or technical skill, 
training or expertise.  The individual or company must be taken based on 
accountability, reliability, responsibility, skill, education and training, 
judgment, integrity, and moral worth.  The qualifications are not 
necessarily found in the individual or company that offers the lowest price 
and the nature of these services are such that they do not readily lend 
themselves to competitive procurement procedures. 

 
In determining whether a service fits into this category the City shall take 
into consideration the following guideline:  (a) whether the services are 
subject to State licensing or testing requirements;  (b) whether formal 
education or training is a necessary prerequisite to the performance of 
the services; and (c) whether the services require a personal relationship 
between the individual and municipal officials Professional or technical 
services shall include but not be limited to the following:  services of an 
attorney; services of a physician; technical services of an engineer 
engaged to prepare plans, maps and estimates; securing insurance 
coverage and/ or services of an insurance broker; services of a certified 
public accountant; investment management services; services of an 
actuary; printing services involving extensive writing, editing or art work; 
management of a municipally owned property; and computer software or 
programming services for customized programs, or services involved in 
substantial modification and customizing of pre-packaged software.  

 
b. Emergency purchases pursuant to Section 103(4) of the General 

Municipal Law.  Due to the nature of this exception, these goods or 
services must be purchased immediately and a delay in order to seek 
alternate proposals may threaten the life, health, safety or welfare of the 
residents.  This section does not preclude alternate proposals if time 
permits.  
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c. Purchases of surplus and second-hand goods from any source.  If 
alternate proposals are required, the City is precluded from purchasing 
surplus and second-hand goods at auctions or through specific advertised 
sources where the best prices are usually obtained.  It is also difficult to 
try to compare prices of used goods and a lower price may indicate an 
older product.  

 
d. Goods and services under $500.  The time and documentation required to 

purchase through this policy may be more costly than the item itself and 
would therefore not be in the best interest of the taxpayer.  In addition, it 
is not likely that such minimal contracts would be bases on favoritism. 

 
9.) Positive efforts shall be made by the City to use small, minority owned and 

women-owned businesses as sources for supplies and services.  Such efforts should 
include developing a bidder’s mailing list for these sources, and encouraging these 
businesses to compete for contracts to be awarded.  
 

10.)  Unintentional failure to fully comply with the provisions of Section 104-b or the 
governing boards policies and procedures shall not be grounds to void action taken or 
give rise to a cause of action against the political subdivision or district or any officer or 
employee thereof.  
 

11.)  This policy shall go into effect upon approval by the City Council and will be 
reviewed annually by Staff to determine if updates or changes should be made. 
 

Return of Goods 
 
 Whenever the City receives a parcel that is either a duplicate shipment or an 
item that is to be returned for credit, the City (the department holding the goods) 
should request from the vendor a “Return Goods Authorization Number” or a letter of 
authorization to return the goods.  This provides the City with the appropriate 
documentation to obtain the proper credit as well as to inform the vendor of the nature 
of its return.  If no authorization is required then a letter should accompany the 
shipment advising the vendor as to why it is being returned with the follow information: 
City Purchase Order #, vendor invoice number, and or name of contact at vendor’s 
facility authorizing the return. 
 

 Purchase Requisition 
 
A purchase requisition is a request to the purchasing department for the purchase of 
goods or services.  These requests are submitted in written/electronic format.  All 
requisitions shall be authorized by the department head prior to submission 
to the purchasing department in order to maintain internal control.  In the absence 
of the Department head, a listing of authorized to approve requisitions on their behalf 
shall be submitted to the Purchasing Department annually. 
 
Each requisition shall include a brief description of the product or service being ordered, 
and the appropriate product or part number. 
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The Purchase Order 
 
A purchase order is an official document that binds the City to procure goods or services 
as specified on the document.  Purchase orders must provide sufficient description of 
the product being ordered or service to be performed.  It should detail order quantity, 
item description, part number(if available), unit cost, and departmental charge code to 
ensure billing to the correct department’s general ledger. 
 
Blanket Purchase Orders – This is a single purchase order that is issued to cover a 
specified period of time for repetitive purchases of the same goods or redundant 
services to be utilized.  If a blanket purchase order is to be issued, indicate such on the 
requisition by typing “BLANKET ORDER”. 
 

Requests for Proposal (RFP) 
 
A Request for Proposal (RFP) is a competitive procurement with an award based on 
price and other criteria which may include negotiation.  An RFP is not an alternative to 
competitive bidding, except when expressly authorized by the State Legislature.  An RFP 
may be used if procurement is within exception to competitive bidding and permitted 
under the City’s procurement policies.  They are most commonly used for professional 
service, true leases and licenses/concessions.  Procedures include: 
  

1. Establishment of evaluation criteria (i.e. price; experience; creditworthiness;     
     approach to performance; staff availability; ability to perform; and time    
     estimates). 
 
2. Comprehensive, fair solicitation process. 

 
3. Fair and equitable negotiation process. 

 
4.  Fair review/evaluation or rating process. 

 

Credit Card Use 
 
The use of the City’s credit card shall be limited to travel expenses, tuitions, educational 
expenses, professional memberships and subscriptions.  Use of the credit card for all 
other expenses is prohibited, except with the expressed written approval of the City 
Manager. 
 
 

END OF POLICY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revised 12.07.09 













        

 

           November 30, 2009 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Approving Agreement For Professional 

  Land Surveying Services, Storino Geomatics 

 

 

  The City of Watertown in the course of business routinely has a need for 

land surveying services.  Over the years, these services were provided by Mr. Thomas 

Storino a licensed land surveyor that worked in the City Engineering Department.  In 

June 2009, Mr. Thomas Storino retired and our thought was to have Mr. Storino work on 

a part time until a replacement Land Surveyor could be found.  With the growing budget 

constraints, filling this position on a permanent basis this year or next is no longer being 

considered.     

 

Since leaving the City’s employ, Mr. Storino has started his own business.  

With the City’s continuing need for surveying services, we approached Mr. Storino about 

entering into a non-exclusive professional services agreement with the City.  As City 

Engineer Kurt Hauk’s memo points out, this Agreement with Mr. Storino allows the 

Engineering Department to meet the continuing need for land surveying services, utilizes 

Mr. Storino’s extensive years of surveying experience within and for the City, and gives 

the City flexibility should we have demands that exceed Mr. Storino’s capacity to 

respond.  All assignment of work under the terms of this Agreement would be through 

the City Engineering Department.  A copy of the Agreement is attached for your review. 

 

A resolution approving the Agreement for Professional Land Surveying 

Services between the City of Watertown and Storino Geomatics, 179 Conger Avenue, 

Watertown NY, has been prepared for City Council consideration.  
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Resolution No.                                                                                        December 7, 2009 
 

   RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 1 
 
 
Approving Agreement For Professional 
Land Surveying Services, Storino Geomatics 
 
 
 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BURTO, Jason R.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

   

Introduced by 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  

  WHEREAS in the course of business the City of Watertown routinely has a need 

for land surveying services, and 

 

WHEREAS the City does not have a licensed land surveyor on its staff to perform 

routine survey work as the need arises, and 

 

WHEREAS surveying services are professional services within the meaning of 

the New York General Municipal Law, and 

 

WHEREAS Storino Geomatics has offered to perform routine surveying services 

for the City in connection with assigned projects at specified rate for identified services on a non-

exclusive basis, 

 

NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby approves the Agreement for Professional Land Surveying Services, between 

the City of Watertown and Storino Geomatics, 179 Conger Avenue, Watertown NY, a copy of 

which is attached and made a part of said resolution, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City Manager Mary M Corriveau is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute said agreement on behalf of the City of Watertown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 
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December 1, 2009 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  James E. Mills, City Comptroller 

 

Subject: Sale of City Property – 45 and 46 Pennsylvania Avenue 

 

 

  On October 14
th

 the City Comptroller’s Office held a public auction of 

several City owned properties including 45 Pennsylvania Avenue and 46 Pennsylvania 

Avenue.  On October 19
th

 City Council accepted Jeremiah Murphy’s bids on 45 

Pennsylvania Avenue in the amount of $550 and 46 Pennsylvania Avenue in the amount 

of $250.  Mr. Murphy has since declined to close on the properties due to the additional 

costs required to file the closing documents at the Jefferson County Clerk’s Office.  On 

October 19
th

 City Council also accepted bids by Benjamin Butz on 43 Pennsylvania 

Avenue in the amount of $250 and 44 Pennsylvania Avenue in the amount of $650 for 

which the closings have occurred.  Due to Mr. Murphy’s declination of closing on the 

lots, Benjamin and Katrina Butz have offered $150 each for 45 Pennsylvania Avenue and 

46 Pennsylvania Avenue. 

 

A deposit of 10% has been received for each parcel.  Resolutions 

authorizing the sale of each property are attached for City Council consideration.  
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Resolution No.                                                                                        December 7, 2009 
 

    RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 2 
 
 
Authorizing Sale of Real Property,  
Known as 45 Pennsylvania Avenue to 
Benjamin and Katrina Butz, 215 Sterling Street, 
Watertown, New York 13601 
 
 
 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BURTO, Jason R. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

   

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

WHEREAS there has heretofore been bid in by the City of Watertown at a 

tax sale a certain lot of land known as 45 Pennsylvania Avenue, approximately 50’ x 110’ in 

size, and also known and designated on the map of the Department of Assessment and Taxation 

of the City of Watertown, New York as Parcel No. 5-12-227.000, and 

 

WHEREAS title to said land has since been retained by the City of 

Watertown as acquired at said tax sale, which title was retained by reason of the failure of 

anyone to redeem the same, and 

 

WHEREAS said real property has never been assigned by the Council for 

a public use, and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council desires to ensure that properties such as this 

property be brought into compliance with all applicable provisions of the Uniform Construction 

Codes, as defined by Watertown City Code Chapter 120, and the Code of the City of Watertown 

within one (1) year from the date of delivery of the quit claim deed of their sale to subsequent 

buyers, 

 

                        NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 23, 

Subdivision (b) of the General City Law, Section 247 of the Charter of the City of Watertown as 

amended by Local Law No. 1, l985, adopted December 3, 1984, effective January 17, 1985, and 

the ordinance, Municipal Code, Chapter 16 adopted by the Council on June 6, 1977, that the 

offer of $150.00 submitted by Benjamin and Katrina Butz, for the purchase of Parcel No. 5-12-

227.000, is a fair and reasonable offer therefore and the same is hereby accepted, and  
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Resolution No.                                                                                        December 7, 2009 
 

    RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 2 of 2 
 
 
Authorizing Sale of Real Property,  
Known as 45 Pennsylvania Avenue to 
Benjamin and Katrina Butz, 215 Sterling Street, 
Watertown, New York 13601 
 
 
 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BURTO, Jason R. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

  

 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Jeffrey E. Graham, be and 

he hereby is authorized, empowered and directed to execute and deliver a Quit Claim Deed of 

said real property to Jeremiah W. Murphy upon receipt of the above mentioned sum of money in 

cash only by the City Comptroller, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the deed issued by the City contain a 

provision that if the property sold is not brought into compliance with all applicable provisions 

of the Uniform Construction Codes, as defined by Watertown City Code Chapter 120, and the 

Code of the City of Watertown within one (1) year from the date of delivery of the quit claim 

deed of their sale to subsequent buyers, the City shall have the right to seek and be entitled to 

receive reversion of title to the premises to the City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 

 



 
 
Resolution No.                                                                                        December 7, 2009 
 

    RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 2 
 
 
Authorizing Sale of Real Property,  
Known as 46 Pennsylvania Avenue to 
Benjamin and Katrina Butz, 215 Sterling Street, 
Watertown, New York 13601 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BURTO, Jason R. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

   

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

WHEREAS there has heretofore been bid in by the City of Watertown at a 

tax sale a certain lot of land known as 46 Pennsylvania Avenue, approximately 50’ x 100’ in 

size, and also known and designated on the map of the Department of Assessment and Taxation 

of the City of Watertown, New York as Parcel No. 5-12-228.000, and 

 

WHEREAS title to said land has since been retained by the City of 

Watertown as acquired at said tax sale, which title was retained by reason of the failure of 

anyone to redeem the same, and 

 

WHEREAS said real property has never been assigned by the Council for 

a public use, and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council desires to ensure that properties such as this 

property be brought into compliance with all applicable provisions of the Uniform Construction 

Codes, as defined by Watertown City Code Chapter 120, and the Code of the City of Watertown 

within one (1) year from the date of delivery of the quit claim deed of their sale to subsequent 

buyers, 

 

                        NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 23, 

Subdivision (b) of the General City Law, Section 247 of the Charter of the City of Watertown as 

amended by Local Law No. 1, l985, adopted December 3, 1984, effective January 17, 1985, and 

the ordinance, Municipal Code, Chapter 16 adopted by the Council on June 6, 1977, that the 

offer of $150.00 submitted by Benjamin and Katrina Butz for the purchase of Parcel No. 5-12-

228.000, is a fair and reasonable offer therefore and the same is hereby accepted, and  
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Resolution No.                                                                                        December 7, 2009 
 

    RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 2 of 2 
 
 
Authorizing Sale of Real Property,  
Known as 46 Pennsylvania Avenue to 
Benjamin and Katrina Butz, 215 Sterling Street, 
Watertown, New York 13601 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BURTO, Jason R. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

  

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Jeffrey E. Graham, be and 

he hereby is authorized, empowered and directed to execute and deliver a Quit Claim Deed of 

said real property to Jeremiah W. Murphy upon receipt of the above mentioned sum of money in 

cash only by the City Comptroller, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the deed issued by the City contain a 

provision that if the property sold is not brought into compliance with all applicable provisions 

of the Uniform Construction Codes, as defined by Watertown City Code Chapter 120, and the 

Code of the City of Watertown within one (1) year from the date of delivery of the quit claim 

deed of their sale to subsequent buyers, the City shall have the right to seek and be entitled to 

receive reversion of title to the premises to the City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 

 

 





        December 2, 2009 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Spring 2010 Sidewalk Improvement Special Assessment 

   

 

  During the City Council work session held on October 13, 2009 City 

Engineer Kurt Hauk presented the proposed areas to be included in the Sidewalk 

Improvement Program for the 2010 construction season, Districts 5 and 6.  At this time 

the City Council can approve only District 5, which will begin in the spring and be 

completed prior to July 1, 2010.  If funding for this program is contained in the adopted 

Fiscal Year 2010-2011 Budget, the City Council can consider District 6 and work can 

begin after July 1, 2010.  

 

As in previous years, the work performed will be incorporated in a Special 

Assessment Program that provides property owners with an opportunity to pay the costs 

associated with the improvements to the sidewalks over a ten-year period.  Property 

owners will have the option of having the City perform the work, hiring a contractor to 

do the work, or doing the work themselves.     

 

Since the October 13, 2009 work session, Mr. Hauk has learned that the 

property at 535 Thompson Boulevard was cited by Code Enforcement on August 26, 

2009.  For that reason we have flip flopped the properties to be addressed in Districts 5 

and 6 from those originally presented.  This will provide the First Church of the Nazarene 

with the opportunity to participate in the City’s Special Assessment Program.  For your 

convenience I have attached a copy of Mr. Hauk’s report from the October 13
th

 work 

session.   

 

 As you will recall, under the Charter, provisions related to Special 

Assessment programs, the City must send notices to all the property owners telling them 

that they will be included in this year’s program and that there will be a public hearing to 

consider whether all or a portion of the cost for the proposed sidewalk improvements 

should be a charge or expense upon the abutting property owner.  While the City Council 

can’t officially determine what the charge will be to the property owners until after a 

public hearing, staff will prepare the notices to property owners using the $5.00 per sq.ft. 

price, which is the price charged to those who have participated in the program since the 

inception of the Sidewalk Improvement Special Assessment.  The District 5, spring 2010 

program will include 535 Thompson Blvd., and 557 Thompson Blvd.   

 

In support of the requirement for a Public Hearing, the attached resolution 

instructs staff to send notices to all of the property owners and schedule the Public 

Hearing for Monday, February 1, 2010, at 7:30 p.m., in City Council Chambers.  
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Resolution No. 7                                                                                           December 7, 2009                
 

    RESOLUTION 

 
                  Page 1 of 1   
 
 
2009-2010 Sidewalk Improvement Special 
Assessment Program 
 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BURTO, Jason R. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

 

  

WHEREAS the City Engineering Department has inspected sidewalks within the City of 

Watertown, and 

 

 WHEREAS it has been determined that the condition of sidewalks on certain streets are 

in need of repair and/or replacement, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Watertown feels it is in the overall public 

interest to provide property owners within the City of Watertown with an opportunity to pay for 

said repair/replacement work through a Special Assessment Program, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a public hearing will be held on Monday, 

February 1, 2010, at 7:30 p.m. at which time property owners included in the Special Assessment 

Program will have an opportunity to make comments on whether all or a portion of the cost for 

proposed sidewalk improvements should be a charge or expense upon the abutting property 

owners, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Engineering Department will send notices to 

all property owners notifying them of their inclusion in this year’s program and that there will be 

a public hearing to consider whether all or a portion of the cost for proposed sidewalk 

improvements should be a charge or expense upon the abutting property owners, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the properties included in the Spring 2010 Sidewalk 

Special Assessment Program at located at 535 Thompson Blvd., and 557 Thompson Blvd. 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 

















        

 

       December 2, 2009 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning & Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject:  Request for a Special Use Permit to Allow a Tattoo and Body Piercing 

Studio located at 839 State Street, Parcel No. 06-09-201.000. 

 

 

 

  The Planning Board reviewed the above subject request submitted by Lou 

A. Bedford and Ken Bedford at its December 1, 2009 meeting and adopted a motion 

recommending that the City Council approve the Special Use Permit as submitted.  

Attached is a copy of the report prepared for the Planning Board and an excerpt from its 

Minutes. 

 

  A public hearing is required before the City Council may vote on this 

resolution.  It is recommended that a public hearing be scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on 

Monday, December 21, 2009. 
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Resolution No.                                                                                         December 7, 2009 
 

   RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 1 
 
 
Approving the Special Use Permit Request 
Submitted by Lou A. Bedford and Ken Bedford to  
Allow a Tattoo and Body Piercing Studio 
at 839 State Street Parcel No. 06-09-201.000. 
 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BURTO, Jason R.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

  

  WHEREAS Lou A. Bedford and Ken Bedford have made application for a 

Special Use Permit to allow a tattoo and body piercing studio at 839 State Street, Parcel No. 06-

09-201.000, and  

 

  WHEREAS the Planning Board of the City of Watertown reviewed the request for 

a Special Use Permit at its meeting held on December 1, 2009 and adopted a motion 

recommending that the City Council approve the request as submitted, and 

 

  WHEREAS a public hearing was held on the proposed Special Use Permit on 

December 21, 2009, after due public notice, and 

 

  WHEREAS the City Council has determined that the project is an Unlisted Action 

under SEQRA and has reviewed the Short Environmental Assessment Form, including 

responding to the questions in Part 2, 

 

  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown declares that the proposed tattoo and body piercing studio at 839 State Street is an 

Unlisted Action pursuant to SEQRA and that the use will not have a negative environmental 

impact, and 

 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council that a Special Use Permit is 

hereby granted to Lou A. Bedford and Ken Bedford for a tattoo and body piercing studio at 839 

State Street, Parcel No. 06-09-201.000. 

 

 

Seconded by 
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       December 2, 2009 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning & Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Approving an Amended Site Plan for the Construction of a 5,793 sq. ft. 

Addition Located at 595 Main Street West, Parcel Numbers 1-14-121.002, 

1-14-121.003 and 1-14-126.000. 

 

 

A request has been submitted by Rick Tague of Bernier Carr & 

Associates, on behalf of James Scordo of the CREDO Community Center for the above 

subject site plan approval amendment. 

 

  The applicant is seeking approval to amend the site plan because of 

expansion and changes in the proposed parking layout.  Since the original site plan 

approval in July, the applicant acquired additional property located to the south of their 

property.  The additional property has allowed the applicant to reconfigure the layout of 

the parking spaces on the site.  The new property will also provide for the creation of a 

small riverfront park like area.  

 

  The Planning Board reviewed the revised site plan at its meeting held on 

December 1, 2009 and adopted a motion recommending that the City Council approve 

the site plan with the conditions listed in the resolution. Attached are copies of the report 

prepared for the Planning Board and an excerpt from its Minutes. 

    

The Jefferson County Planning Board reviewed the original site plan 

pursuant to General Municipal Law Section 239-m on June 30, 2009.  It adopted a 

motion that the project does not have any significant county-wide or intermunicipal 

issues and is of local concern only.  The County Planning Department was contacted 

regarding the revised site plan and it was determined that this change is small enough that 

additional review by the County Planning Board is not necessary. 

 

  The City Council must respond to the questions in Part 2 and Part 3, if 

necessary, of the SEQRA Environmental Assessment Form before it may vote on the 

resolution. The resolution prepared for City Council consideration states that the project 

will not have a significant negative impact on the environment and approves the site plan 

submitted to the City Engineering Department on November 17, 2009 with the conditions 

listed. 
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Resolution No.                                                                                        December 7, 2009 
 

   RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 2 
 
 
Approving an Amended 
Site Plan for the Construction of a 
5,793 sq. ft. Addition Located at  
595 Main Street West, Parcel  
Numbers 1-14-121.002, 1-14-121.003 
and 1-14-126.000. 
 
 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BURTO, Jason R.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  

   

WHEREAS Rick Tague of Bernier Carr & Associates, on behalf of James Scordo of the 

CREDO Community Center, has made an application for an  amendment to the approved site plan 

for the construction of a 5,793 sq. ft. addition located at 595 Main Street West, Parcel Numbers 1-

14-121.002, 1-14-121.003 and 1-14-126.000, and 

 

WHEREAS the Planning Board of the City of Watertown reviewed the revised site plan at 

its meeting held on December 1, 2009, and recommended that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown approve the site plan, contingent upon the following: 
 

1. That a third handicap parking space shall be added to the site plan. 

2. That Parcels Nos. 01-14-121.002, 01-14-126.000 and 01-14-121.003 are 

combined by way of a new metes and bounds description filed with the County 

Clerk. 

3. That a backshield is added on the light pole adjacent Desrosier property and that 

an updated photometric plan is submitted to the Engineering Department. 

 

And,  

 

WHEREAS the Jefferson County Planning Board reviewed the site plan at its meeting 

held on June 30, 2009, and adopted a motion that the project does not have any significant County-

wide or intermunicipal issues and is of local concern only, and 

  

WHEREAS the City Council has reviewed the Short Environmental Assessment Form, 

responding to each of the questions contained in Part 2 and has determined that the project, as 

submitted, is Unlisted and will not have a significant effect on the environment, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown, 

New York that site plan approval is hereby granted to Rick Tague of Bernier Carr & Associates, on 
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Resolution No.                                                                                        December 7, 2009 
 

   RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 2 of 2 
 
 
Approving an Amended 
Site Plan for the Construction of a 
5,793 sq. ft. Addition Located at  
595 Main Street West, Parcel  
Numbers 1-14-121.002, 1-14-121.003 
and 1-14-126.000. 
 
 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BURTO, Jason R.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

 

behalf of James Scordo of the CREDO Community Center,  for an  amended site plan for the 

construction of a 5,793 sq. ft. addition located at 595 Main Street West, Parcel Numbers 1-14-

121.002, 1-14-121.003 and 1-14-126.000 as shown on plans submitted to the City Engineer on 

November 17, 2009, contingent upon the applicant making the revisions and meeting the 

requirements listed above in the City Planning Board’s recommendation, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is an express condition of this site plan approval 

that the applicant provide the City Engineer with sufficient copies of any change in stamped 

plans forming the basis for this approval at the same time such plans are provided to the 

contractor.  If plans are not provided as required by this condition of site plan approval, the City 

Codes Enforcement Officer shall direct that work on the project site shall immediately cease until 

such time as the City Engineer is provided with the revised stamped plans.  Additionally, any 

change in the approved plan which, in the opinion of the City Engineer, would require Amended 

Site Plan approval, will result in immediate cessation of the affected portion of the project work 

until such time as the amended site plan is approved.  The City Codes Enforcement Officer is 

requested to periodically review on-site plans to determine whether the City Engineer has been 

provided with plans as required by this approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 



















































        

 

       December 1, 2009 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject:           Amending City Municipal Code A320, Article V, 

                        Miscellaneous Fees, §320-6, Schedule of Fees 

 

 

The attached Ordinance amending the Snow Dump Permit Fee has been 

prepared for consideration at the request of the City Council.  If approved this will 

change the fee from $500 per permit to $125 per truck, up to three trucks per business; 

$500 flat fee for four or more trucks per business. 

 

AS you will recall, during the development of the Fiscal year 2009-2010 

Budget the Council discussed establishing a fee for the Permit issued by the City to 

businesses that use the City’s snow dump.  Based on the number of Snow Dump Permits 

issued in FY 2008-2009, a budget of $15,000 was established for this fee.  If this fee is 

amended as proposed, the anticipated revenue will be closer to $4,250, creating a $11,750 

shortfall. 
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Ordinance No.  1                                                                              December 7, 2009 
 

  ORDINANCE 
 
                  Page 1 of 1 
 
 
Amending City Municipal Code A320, Article V, 
Miscellaneous Fees, §320-6, Schedule of Fees 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BURTO, Jason R. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED that Chapter A320, Article V, Miscellaneous Fees, §A320-6, 

Schedule of Fees of the City Code of the City of Watertown is amended as follows: 

 

§ A320-6. Schedule of Fees. 

 

A. Fees for various business permits and licenses are as set forth below: 

 

Type      Fee 

   

Snow dump permit    $125 per truck, up to three trucks per 

business; $500 flat fee for four or 

more trucks per business 

 

and, 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this amendment shall take effect as soon as it is 

published once in the official newspaper of the City of Watertown, or printed as the City 

Manager directs. 

 

 

 

                           

Seconded by 









        

December 1, 2009 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: City Bus Fares, Fixed Rate, Unlimited Monthly Pass 

 

   

  At the June 1, 2009 City Council meeting, a letter from the Transportation 

Commission suggesting a monthly unlimited ride pass be offered was read.  A copy of 

their letter is attached for your review.  In response to this Commission recommendation, 

City Comptroller James E. Mills, Superintendent of Public Works Eugene P. Hayes and 

Transit Supervisor Kathy S. Webster have met and discussed the impact of this option.     

  

As discussed at the November 17, 2009 City Council meeting, at this point 

in time, Staff is recommending that City Council consider instituting a monthly unlimited 

ride pass at a price of $40.  While the Transportation Commission discussed offering a 

discounted pass for seniors, Staff is not recommending this option.  We would like an 

opportunity to monitor the usage of the pass and its impact on ridership and revenues 

over the next couple of months.  This will give us time to evaluate the new pass and if 

appropriate, propose changes for the Fiscal Year 2010 – 2011 budget.   

 

Since our discussions in November, Superintendent of Public Works 

Eugene P. Hayes has done some more research on how other operators handle monthly 

bus passes.  Our proposal is that the passes be produced in-house.  Each will have the 

month and year printed in the lower left hand corner and each month will be a different 

color.  The pass will be embossed with the City seal.  Each will be numbered.  When we 

sell the pass the person will print and sign their name.  We will keep a log of passes sold 

by name and number.  A mockup of the proposed pass is attached for your review.   

 

As we discussed, it is important that we have a way to count all of our 

riders for funding purposes.  So when a monthly pass holder enters the bus, the driver 

will push a unique number on the Genfare box so that we can track the usage of the 

monthly passes.  We will however not track individual passenger usage.  Tickets will 

be good only for the month indicated.  Tickets will become available by the 23rd of the 

previous month and will be sold throughout the month. 

 

 At the request of Council Member Roxanne Burns the attached Ordinance 

establishing a monthly unlimited ride pass at a price of $40 has been prepared for City 

Council consideration.   If approved, this new fare would go into effect on January 1, 

2010.   
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Ordinance No.   2                                                                           December 7, 2009 
 

ORDINANCE 
 
        Page 1 of 1 
 
 
Amending City Municipal Code A320, Article V, 
Miscellaneous Fees, §320-6, Schedule of Fees 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BURTO, Jason R. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduced by 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED that Chapter A320, Article V of the City Code of the City of 

Watertown is amended to add the following: 

 

 

§ A320-6. Schedule of fees. 

 

B.  The Citibus fare schedule and monthly bus pass program fare schedule shall be as 

follows:  

 

9.  Monthly unlimited ride pass: $40 per month 

 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this amendment shall take effect on January 1, 2010. 

 

 

                           

Seconded by 

 

 

 





        December 3, 2009 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Amending City Code Chapter 293, Vehicles and Traffic, 

Winthrop Street Parking 

 

 

  In response to a complaint from a property owner on Winthrop Street, the 

City Police Department and City Engineering Department have reviewed the parking 

restrictions on this street.  This street is a mix of uses; commercial at the corner of State 

Street, a school, a church and then a number of residences.  Currently, there is no parking 

allowed on either side of this one block, one-way street, except on Sundays. 

 

  After much discussion, the Police Department and the Engineering 

Department are proposing modifications to the parking to reflect the concerns in the area.  

The proposed changes are detailed in the attached memorandum from City Engineer Kurt 

Hauk.  The proposed modifications have been reviewed with representatives from Holy 

Family Church, IHC Primary School and the City Public Works Department.  Our 

objective is to improve the traffic flow and pedestrian safety in this area, as well as 

provide some on-street parking for the residences.   

 

  Attached for City Council consideration is an Ordinance amending the 

parking restrictions and school zone on Winthrop Street.  Staff will be available to 

discuss the proposed changes at the City Council meeting. 
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Ordinance No.   3                                                                           December 7, 2009 
 

ORDINANCE 
 
Amending City Municipal  
Code §293, Vehicles and Traffic 
 
 
                 Page 1 of 4 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BURTO, Jason R. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Introduced by 

 

__________________________________ 

 

BE IT ORDAINED that the City Council of the City of Watertown hereby amends the 

City Municipal Code § 293, Vehicles and Traffic by amending the following Section: 

 

§ 293-21, General Parking Restrictions 

 

 B. Schools.  No person shall park, stop, or cause the standing of any motor vehicle at 

or near the curbline or in the roadway of that side of any street which adjoins property upon 

which a school is located, from 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on a school day.  The parking, stopping, 

and standing of motor vehicles shall be defined by Section 2B.39 of the New York State 

Supplement to the National Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (2003 Edition).  This 

shall not, however, prohibit passenger loading and unloading within the passenger 

loading/unloading zones set forth in § 293-76.  This provision shall not apply to any street that 

adjoins the Watertown City School District, Washington Street Campus. 

 

and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that Chapter 293 of the City Code of the City of 

Watertown is amended to add the following: 

 

§ 293-51. Schedule III. School Speed Limits 

 

Name of Street        Speed Limit (mph) Location 

  

 Winthrop Street         15   From a point 60 feet south of State  

        Street to a point 475 feet south 

        thereof 

and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that Chapter 293 of the City Code of the City of 

Watertown is amended to add the following: 
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ORDINANCE 
 
Amending City Municipal  
Code §293, Vehicles and Traffic 
 
 
                 Page 2 of 4 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BURTO, Jason R. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ 293-61. Schedule XIII. Parking Prohibited at All Times 

 

Name of Street         Side   Location 

  

 Winthrop Street        East   From State Street to a point  

         525 feet south thereof 

 

 Winthrop Street        East   From Academy Street to a  

         point 90 feet north thereof 

 

 Winthrop Street        West   From State Street to a point 

         475 feet south thereof 

 

 Winthrop Street        West   From Academy Street to a  

         point 80 feet north thereof 

and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that Chapter 293 of the City Code of the City of 

Watertown is amended to delete the following: 

 

§ 293-61. Schedule XIII. Parking Prohibited at All Times 

 

Name of Street         Side   Location 

 

Winthrop Street          Both   Entire length  

        (except Sundays) 

 

and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that Chapter 293 of the City Code of the City of 

Watertown is amended to add the following: 
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Amending City Municipal  
Code §293, Vehicles and Traffic 
 
 
                 Page 3 of 4 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BURTO, Jason R. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ 293-62. Schedule XIV. No Stopping 

 

Name of Street         Side   Location 

  

 Winthrop Street        East   From a point 35 feet south of   

         State Street to a point 490  

         feet south thereof 

 

 Winthrop Street        West   From a point 40 feet south of  

         State Street to a point 170  

         feet south thereof 

 

 Winthrop Street        West   From a point 305 feet south  

         of State Street to a point 170 

         feet south thereof 

and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that Chapter 293 of the City Code of the City of 

Watertown is amended to add the following: 

 

§ 293-63. Schedule XV. No Standing 

 

Name of Street         Side   Location 

  

 Winthrop Street        East   From a point 35 feet south of  

         State Street to a point 490  

         feet south thereof 

 

 Winthrop Street        West   From a point 40 feet south of  

         State Street to a point 435  

         feet south thereof 

and, 
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 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BURTO, Jason R. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that Chapter 293 of the City Code of the City of 

Watertown is amended to delete the following: 

 

§ 293-67. Schedule XIX. Restricted Time Limit Parking 

 

Name of Street        Side Hours/Days    Location 

  

 Winthrop Street       West 2 hrs.; 9:00 a.m.   Entire Length 

      To 8:00 p.m. 

 

and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that Chapter 293 of the City Code of the City of 

Watertown is amended to add the following: 

 

§ 293-76. Schedule XXVIII. School Passenger Loading/Unloading Zones 

 

Name of Street        Side Hours/Days    Location 

  

 Winthrop Street       West 7:00 a.m. to 4:30   From a point 210 feet south  

      p.m./Mon. through   of State Street to a point  

      Friday     95 feet south thereof 

 

and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this amendment shall take effect as soon as it is 

published once in the official newspaper of the City of Watertown, or printed as the City 

Manager directs. 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 







        

 

       December 3, 2009 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Request for a Special Use Permit to Allow an Auto Sales Lot and  

  Auto Detailing Operation Located at 804 State Street,  

Parcel No. 12-06-322 

 

 

  The City Council has scheduled a Public Hearing on the above subject 

request for 7:30 p.m. on Monday, December 7, 2009.   

 

  The Planning Board reviewed the request at its November 3, 2009, 

meeting and adopted a motion recommending that the City Council approve this Special 

Use Permit.  Attached is a copy of the report prepared for the Planning Board and an 

excerpt from its Minutes. 

 

  After the Public Hearing, the City Council must respond to the questions 

in Part II, and Part III if necessary, of the Short Environmental Assessment Form before 

it may vote on the Resolution.  The Resolution finds that the auto sales lot and auto 

detailing operation will not have a negative environmental impact and approves the 

Special Use Permit.   
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       December 3, 2009 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Offer to Purchase 575 Water Street 

 

 

  The City Comptroller has received an offer from Gregory J. Mahan to 

purchase 575 Water Street, Parcel No. 4-16-103.001, for $600.00.  He lives at 585 Water 

Street and wishes to extend his yard. 

 

  This is one of several City-owned properties in the Water Street area that 

have not been put up for auction.  The extent of the City’s real estate holdings in this area 

can be seen on the attached map.  Excluding the former City landfill, there is a total of 

about 50 acres.  These parcels have been reserved for future development.  With each 

surge in housing development, it has become more difficult to assemble enough land for 

projects.  It is not needed now, but if there are future expansions at Fort Drum, the City 

should position itself to have developable sites.  In preparation for development, we are 

currently completing the environmental remediation on Sewall’s Island and a Phase I 

Environmental Assessment has been completed for the larger Water Street property. 

 

  575 Water Street is 99’x165’ and is zoned Heavy Industrial.  It is assessed 

for $3,300.00.  It is not contiguous to the larger parcels but is adjacent to two other 

parcels which have a combined area of about 1.5 acres.  This could make a commercial 

site or, if the zoning is changed as proposed in the draft Local Waterfront Revitalization 

Program and the area is improved, it could be used for five to seven infill houses.  

However, the topography may make it difficult to develop.  There is a significant slope 

up from Water Street. 

 

  The purpose of this memorandum is to inquire whether or not the City 

Council wishes to consider Mr. Mahan’s offer. 
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