
CITY OF WATERTOWN, NEW YORK 

AGENDA 

 

  

This shall serve as notice that the next regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council 

will be held on Tuesday, January 17, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 

245 Washington Street, Watertown, New York. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

 City Council Meeting of January 3, 2012 

 

 City Council Work Session of January 9, 2012 

 

 Amended Council Minutes for December 6, 2010 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 1 - Approving the 23
rd

 Annual Local Government Conference 

Workshop on March 29, 2012, as Valid Training for 

Meeting the New York State Municipal Planning and 

Zoning Officials Training Requirement 

 

Resolution No. 2 -  Approving City of Watertown Benefits Policy for 

Management and Management Confidential Employees 

 

Resolution No. 3 -  Approving a License Agreement For Property Located at 

620 Lillian Street, Watertown, New York 

 

Resolution No. 4 -  Approving Agreement with New York State Housing Trust 

Fund Corporation for a 2011 Small Cities Community 

Development Block Grant 

 

Resolution No. 5 - Approving Agreement for Professional Services for 

Fluoride Tank Replacement with Bernier, Carr & 

Associates 



Resolution No. 6 -  Accepting Bid for the Purchase of HVAC Equipment for 

City Hall, Trane 

 

Resolution No. 7 -  Accepting Bid for the Purchase of HVAC Equipment for 

the Flower Memorial Library, Modular Comfort Systems 

 

Resolution No. 8 -  Approving the Site Plan for the Construction of a 1,720 

Square Foot Addition to the Midas Automobile Repair 

Shop at 817 Arsenal Street, Parcel 9-10-120 

 

Resolution No. 9 -  Approving a Special Use Permit Request Submitted by  

Ed Kowalsky of Empire Recycling Corporation to Operate 

a Metals Recycling Facility at 301 Pearl Street,  

Parcel 4-01-101 

 

ORDINANCES  
 

Ordinance No. 1 -  Amending Section 81-5 of the City Code of the City of 

Watertown, Prohibiting the Owner of Any Dog to Permit or 

Allow Such Dog to be Present at any “Special Event” in the 

City or to be Upon City Owned Property and Within 

Twenty Feet of any City Owned Swimming Pool or 

Playground Equipment Located Within Any City Park or  

Playground 

 

LOCAL LAW 

   

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

7:30 p.m. Resolution - Public Hearing Authorizing Spending From 

Capital Reserve Fund 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

 

1. Property Offer – 100, 101 and 103 Alexandria Avenue 

 

2. Brick Buildings on Coffeen Street near Jailhouse Antiques 

 

3. LWRP Zone Change Notifications 

 

4. Amendment to New York State’s Public Officers Law, Open Meetings Law 

 

5. F. P. Flower Memorial Library Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes of 

December 13, 2011 



 

6. Sales Tax Revenue – December 2011 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 Pending Litigation 

 

WORK SESSION 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING IS MONDAY, 

FEBRUARY 6, 2012. 



Res No. 1 

       January 10, 2012 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Approving the 23
rd

 Annual Local Government Conference Workshop 

  on March 29, 2012 as Valid Training for Meeting the New York State 

  Municipal Planning and Zoning Officials Training Requirement 

 

 

  The City Council, Planning Board, and Zoning Board of Appeals are 

subject to a four hour training requirement that the State Legislature adopted as Chapter 

662 of the Laws of 2006, which took effect January 1, 2007.  The State law requires that 

the City Council approve courses before they can be used to meet the training 

requirement.   

 

  Attached is a flyer for the 23
rd

 Annual Local Government Conference to 

be held on Thursday, March 29, 2012, from 7:30 a.m. til 5:30 p.m. at Jefferson 

Community College.  Upon review of the agenda, staff believes that this workshop meets 

the intent of the State Legislation for training and will therefore qualify as five hours 

toward meeting the training requirement, upon approval of the City Council.  A 

resolution approving the training has been prepared for City Council’s consideration. 
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Approving the 23

rd
 Annual Local Government 

Conference Workshop on March 29, 2012, as Valid 
Training for Meeting the New York State 
Municipal Planning and Zoning Officials Training 
Requirement 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

  WHEREAS Chapter 662 of the New York State Laws of 2006, which took effect 

on January 1, 2007, requires all municipal planning and zoning officials to have four hours of 

training per year, and  

 

WHEREAS the training must be approved by the City Council before it can be 

used to meet the training requirement, and 

 

WHEREAS the New York State Tug Hill Commission is sponsoring a day of 

training sessions at the 23
rd

 Annual Local Government Conference for local government officials 

on March 29, 2012 at Jefferson Community College, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Watertown, New York, that the 23
rd

 Annual Local Government Conference Workshop is 

approved to provide up to five hours of training toward meeting the New York State municipal 

planning and zoning officials’ training requirement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 











Res No. 2        

 

       January 17, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Approving Amendments to the City of Watertown Benefits Policy 

 For Management and Management Confidential Employees   

 

 

  At the request of the City Council, an amendment to the City’s Benefits 

Policy for Management and Management Confidential Employees has been prepared that 

increases the contribution that will be made by new hires covered by the policy to 25% of 

the annual health insurance premium expense. Additionally, as was discussed with the 

City Council at the January 9, 2012 Work Session, the Benefits Policy needed some 

changes to more clearly spell out the Health Insurance Benefits.  Those changes were 

presented and reviewed by the Council at that meeting and have been incorporated into 

the document attached to this resolution. 

 

  The position listings contained in the Benefits Policy has also been 

amended to reflect current City titles.  The one title that has been omitted from this listing 

is that of Utilities Manager, as it has not been determined if this title or position will be 

approved as I have proposed.  Once the City Council makes a decision on the Utility 

Manager, the Benefits Policy can be amended to include that position.   
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Approving City of Watertown Benefits 
Policy for Management and Management 
Confidential Employees 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

  WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Watertown has established Benefit 

policies to provide for the health and welfare of its employees, and 

 

  WHEREAS all Management and Management Confidential employees receive 

benefits from the City of Watertown, and 

 

  WHEREAS some of those benefits are the same for all employees, some are 

accrued based on years of service, some are based on original hire date and some are based on the 

position held, and 

 

  WHEREAS at the January 9, 2012 City Council Work Session, the City Council 

of the City of Watertown reviewed and asked for amendments to be made to the Benefits Policy 

for Management and Management Confidential employees,  

 

  NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Watertown, New York, that effective January 17, 2012 the City of Watertown Benefits Policy for 

Management and Management Confidential Employees is hereby amended, a copy of said Policy 

is attached and made a part of this resolution.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 













Res No. 3        

 

       January 12, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Robert J. Slye, City Attorney 

 

Subject: Approving License Agreement for Property Located at 

  620 Lillian Street 

 

   

  The City has been asked to provide a license for the continued location of 

a portion of a driveway, and portion of an existing garage, on City property.  The request 

is made in connection with title issues. 

 

The attached resolution authorizes the Mayor to sign a License Agreement 

permitting the structure and driveway to remain as long as they are not substantially 

destroyed or removed, or until such time as the City desires to dedicate St. Mary St. 

  

The City loses no rights to the City Street.   
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Approving a License Agreement 
For Property Located at 620 Lillian 
Street, Watertown, New York 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

  WHEREAS Diane L. LaJoie resides at 620 Lillian Street, which is at the 

intersection of Lillian Street and St. Mary Street, and 

 

  WHEREAS there is currently a paved area and a part of a garage owned by Ms. 

LaJoie which encroaches on to St. Mary Street, and 

 

  WHEREAS the City has no immediate plans for development of St. Mary Street 

in that location, the City Council of the City of Watertown is willing to permit the continued 

encroachment until such time as the City determines it wishes to dedicate that portion of St. Mary 

Street or otherwise as long as the structures are not substantially destroyed or are removed, 

 

  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Watertown that the License Agreement attached to this Resolution, granting permissive use of 

the City paper street under certain circumstances, is hereby approved, and  

 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the License Agreement shall be signed on 

behalf of the City by the Hon. Jeffrey E. Graham and that said License Agreement shall be 

delivered to Ms. LaJoie for ultimate recording in the Office of the Jefferson County Clerk. 

 

 

 

Seconded by 









Res No. 4        

 

       January 12, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Approving the Agreement with New York State Housing Trust Fund 

  Corporation for a 2011 Small Cities Community Development Block 

Grant 

 

   

  The New York State Housing Trust Fund Corporation represented by the 

Office of Community Renewal has awarded funding to the City of Watertown for our 

2011 Small Cities Community Development Block Grant application in the amount of 

$400,000. 

 

  The funds will be used to rehabilitate existing substandard apartments 

throughout the City and create new apartments on the upper floors of commercial 

buildings in the downtown area. 

 

  Attached is a copy of the Grant Agreement.  The resolution prepared for 

City Council consideration approves the Grant Agreement and authorizes the Mayor to 

sign the Agreement and any other certifications or documents required to accept the 

Grant and administer the program.  
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Approving Agreement with New York State 
Housing Trust Fund Corporation for a 2011 
Small Cities Community Development Block Grant 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  

   

WHEREAS by resolution adopted March 7, 2011 the City Council authorized an 

application to the Community Development Block Grant Small Cities Program to secure funding 

for the rehabilitation of existing substandard apartments throughout the City and the creation of 

new apartments on the upper floors of commercial buildings in the downtown area, and 

 

WHEREAS the City was award a grant for this application in the amount of $400,000, 

and 

 

WHEREAS it is necessary to enter into a formal agreement with the New York State 

Housing Trust Fund Corporation represented by the Office of Community Renewal, a copy of 

which is attached and made part of this resolution, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown 

that it hereby approves the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Agreement 

between the City of Watertown and the New York State Housing Trust Fund Corporation 

represented by the Office of Community Renewal for the 2011 Small Cities Community 

Development Block Grant in the amount of $400,000, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor Jeffrey E. Graham is hereby authorized 

and directed to execute the Agreement and any other certifications or documents required to 

accept the grant and administer the program. 

 

 

Seconded by 























Res No. 5         

       January 12, 2012 

 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Approving Agreement for Professional Services for Fluoride Tank 

  Replacement with Bernier, Carr & Associates 

 

 

The fluoride tank at the City’s Water Treatment Plant needs to be replaced 

as it has exceeded its useful life.  In recognition of this fact, engineering services for the 

development of the plans and specifications for the replacement of the tank was included 

in the 2011-2012 budget.  Actual replacement of the fluoride tank is scheduled to be done 

during the 2012-2013 fiscal year. 

 

The attached Agreement for Professional Services with Bernier, Carr & 

Associates has been reviewed by the City Engineer Kurt W. Hauk and the City Attorney 

Robert J. Slye.   For the services detailed in the attached Professional Services 

Agreement, Bernier Carr and Associates will be paid $12,500.  It is anticipated that the 

design work will be completed by June 29, 2012, positioning the City for construction in 

Fiscal Year 2012-2013. 

 

Attached for City Council consideration is a resolution approving this 

Professional Services Agreement. 
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Approving Agreement for Professional Services for 
Fluoride Tank Replacement with Bernier, Carr & 
Associates 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  

 

WHEREAS the City Water Treatment Plant fluoride tank is scheduled to be replaced in 

the 2012-2013 fiscal year, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City of Watertown wishes to contract for engineering services in 

connection with the tank replacement, and 

 

 WHEREAS the Agreement for Professional Services with Bernier, Carr & Associates, a 

copy of which is attached and made part of this resolution, is scheduled to provide these services 

by June 29, 2012, and 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown 

hereby approves the Agreement for Professional Services between the City of Watertown and  

Bernier, Carr & Associates for engineering services for the replacement of the Water Treatment 

Plant fluoride tank for a cost of $12,500, a copy of which is attached and made a part of said 

resolution,  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City Manager Mary M. Corriveau is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City of Watertown. 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 

 



















Res Nos. 6 and 7 

       January 12, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Accepting Bid for the Purchase of HVAC Equipment for City Hall and 

  Flower Memorial Library 

 

 

The City Purchasing Department advertised in the Watertown Daily Times 

for proposals for the purchase HVAC equipment for City Hall and the Flower Memorial 

Library based on the recommendation of Sack & Associates Consulting Engineers, our 

consultants for this facility improvement project.  Based on the lag time from placement of 

an order to delivery, the equipment will be ordered now for installation, upon receipt, by 

the contractor who is successful in a subsequent installation service contract bid.  

Invitations to provide proposals were issued to fifteen (15) prospective vendors, with three 

(3) proposals received that were publicly opened and read in the Purchasing Department on 

Thursday, December 1, 2011 at 11:00 a.m. 

 

  City Purchasing Manager Amy M. Pastuf reviewed the proposals received 

with staff members and the consultant from Sack & Associates Consulting Engineers.  As 

the bid specifications indicated that the award would be made on a building basis as 

compatibility between components is critical.  It is Ms. Pastuf’s recommendation that the 

award for City Hall be issued to Trane as the lowest bid meeting specifications in the 

amount of $85,824.00.  It is also her recommendation that the award for the Flower 

Memorial Library be issued to Modular Comfort Systems as the lowest bid meeting 

specifications in the amount of $166,125.00.  Funding for these projects is in the 2011-

2012 Capital Budget.   

 

As detailed in the attached memorandum from Ms. Pastuf, both bids came in 

well under the estimated cost.  Modular Comfort Systems included an alternate component, 

a control panel, to their bid proposal.  This control panel will give the City the ability to 

link the new equipment to our current HVAC control system software.  Sack & Associates 

is recommending that this component be included in the bid award. 

 

  Resolutions accepting the bids submitted by Trane and Modular Comfort 

Systems have been prepared for City Council consideration.  It is recommended that the 

City Council hold on considering these Resolutions until after the Public Hearing 

scheduled for 7:30 p.m. authorizing the spending of funds from the Capital Reserve. 
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Accepting Bid for the Purchase of HVAC 
Equipment for City Hall, Trane 
  

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

 WHEREAS City Council reviewed a feasibility presentation by Sack & Associates on the 

installation of a geothermal system at the April 4, 2011 City Council Meeting, and 

 

 WHEREAS City Council subsequently approved Amendment No. 1 to the Geothermal 

Professional Services Agreement for the development of specifications for the bidding and 

installation of high efficiency HVAC equipment at City Hall and the Flower Memorial Library 

on May 16, 2011, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City Purchasing Department has advertised and received proposals for 

the purchase HVAC Equipment for City Hall, and 

 

 WHEREAS proposals were issued to fifteen (15) prospective vendors, with three (3) 

proposals being received, and 

 

 WHEREAS City Purchasing Manager Amy M. Pastuf reviewed the proposals received 

with staff members, and Sack & Associates Consulting Engineers, and it is their recommendation 

that the City Council accept the bid received from Trane in the amount of $85,824.00 as the 

lowest qualifying proposal meeting the specifications, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown 

hereby accepts the received from Trane in the amount of $85,824.00 as the lowest qualifying bid 

meeting the City’s specifications, for the purchase of HVAC Equipment for City Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by   
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    RESOLUTION   
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Accepting Bid for the Purchase of HVAC 
Equipment for the Flower Memorial Library,  
Modular Comfort Systems 
  

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

 WHEREAS City Council reviewed a feasibility presentation by Sack & Associates on the 

installation of a geothermal system at the April 4, 2011 City Council Meeting, and 

 

 WHEREAS City Council subsequently approved Amendment No. 1 to the Geothermal 

Professional Services Agreement for the development of specifications for the bidding and 

installation of high efficiency HVAC equipment at City Hall and the Flower Memorial Library 

on May 16, 2011, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City Purchasing Department has advertised and received proposals for 

the purchase HVAC Equipment for the Flower Memorial Library, and 

 

 WHEREAS proposals were issued to fifteen (15) prospective vendors, with three (3) 

proposals being received, and 

 

 WHEREAS City Purchasing Manager Amy M. Pastuf reviewed the proposals received 

with the staff members, and Sack & Associates Consulting Engineers, and it is their 

recommendation that the City Council accept the bid received from Modular Comfort Systems in 

the amount of $166,370.00, including the additional control panel costing $755.00, as the lowest 

qualifying proposal meeting the specifications, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown 

hereby accepts the received from Modular Comfort Systems in the amount of $166,370.00, 

including the additional control panel costing $755.00, as the lowest qualifying bid meeting the 

City’s specifications, for the purchase of HVAC Equipment for Flower Memorial Library. 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by   









Res No. 8        

 

       January 11, 2012 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning & Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Request For Site Plan Approval for the Construction of a 1,720 Square 

Foot Addition to the Midas Automobile Repair Shop At 817 Arsenal 

Street, Parcel 9-10-120 

 

 

  A request has been submitted by Steven Olmstead, PE on behalf of 

Goldfinger Enterprises, LLC for the above subject site plan approval. The Planning 

Board reviewed the request at its January 3, 2012 meeting. 

 

  At that meeting, the Planning Board adopted a motion recommending that 

the City Council approve the site plan with several conditions. Attached are a copy of the 

report on the request prepared for the Planning Board and an excerpt from its minutes. 

 

The Jefferson County Planning Board reviewed the proposal at its 

December 27, 2011 meeting. At that meeting the Board adopted a motion stating that the 

project is of local concern only. 

 

  The City Council must respond to the questions in Part 2 of the Short 

Environmental Assessment Form before it may vote on the resolution. The resolution 

prepared for City Council consideration states that the project will not have a significant 

negative impact on the environment, and approves the site plan submitted to the City 

Engineering Department on December 19, 2011 contingent on meeting the conditions 

recommended by the Planning Board. 
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    RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 2 
 
 
Approving the Site Plan for the Construction of a 
1,720 Square Foot Addition to the Midas 
Automobile Repair Shop at 817 Arsenal Street, 
Parcel 9-10-120 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 
Introduced by 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

 WHEREAS Steven Olmstead, PE has submitted a request for Site Plan Approval 

on behalf of Goldfinger Enterprises, LLC for the construction of a 1,720 square foot addition to 

the Midas automobile repair shop at 817 Arsenal Street, parcel 9-10-120, and 

 

  WHEREAS the Planning Board of the City of Watertown reviewed the site plan 

at its meeting held on January 3, 2012, and recommended that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown approve the site plan with the following conditions, and 

 

1) The applicant shall provide one handicap parking space with an 8’ 

striped aisle. 

2) The applicant shall submit a photometric plan demonstrating that 

lighting levels do not exceed 0.5 foot candles across property lines. 

3) The applicant shall provide a drainage plan design and calculations for 

a storm sewer system capable of handling a 10-year storm, to be 

approved by the Engineering Department. 

4) The applicant shall submit Pre- and Post-Construction drainage 

calculations and maps, to be approved by the Engineering Department. 

5) The applicant shall plant an additional street tree along Arsenal Street 

and 3 additional street trees in the grass area located to the south of the 

shed.  

6) The applicant shall install two concrete planters spaced evenly along 

the western edge of the parking lot, to remain in place for 7 to 9 months 

per year. 

7) The applicant shall provide at least two copies of boundary and 

topographic survey map of the property with an original seal and 

signature of a licensed Professional Land Surveyor. 
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Approving the Site Plan for the Construction of a 
1,720 Square Foot Addition to the Midas 
Automobile Repair Shop at 817 Arsenal Street, 
Parcel 9-10-120 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 
And,  

WHEREAS  the Jefferson County Planning Board reviewed the request at its 

December 27, 2011 meeting, and adopted a motion stating that the project has no significant 

county-wide or inter-municipal impacts and is of local concern only, and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council has reviewed the Short Environmental Assessment 

Form, responding to each of the questions contained in Part 2, and has determined that the 

project, as submitted, is Unlisted and will not have a significant effect on the environment, 

 

  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown declares that the proposed construction and site plan constitute an Unlisted Action for 

the purposes of SEQRA and hereby determines that the project, as proposed, will not have a 

significant effect on the environment, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is an express condition of this site plan 

approval that the applicant provide the City Engineer with a copy of any change in stamped plans 

forming the basis for this approval at the same time such plans are provided to the contractor. If 

plans are not provided as required by this condition of site plan approval, the City Codes 

Enforcement Officer shall direct that work on the project site shall immediately cease until such 

time as the City Engineer is provided with the revised stamped plans. Additionally, any change 

in the approved plan which, in the opinion of the City Engineer, would require Amended Site 

Plan approval, will result in immediate cessation of the affected portion of the project work until 

such time as the amended site plan is approved. The City Codes Enforcement Officer is 

requested to periodically review on-site plans to determine whether the City Engineer has been 

provided with plans as required by this approval, and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown that 

site plan approval is hereby granted to Steven Olmstead, PE on behalf of Goldfinger Enterprises, 

LLC for the construction of a 1,720 square foot addition to the Midas automobile repair shop at 

817 Arsenal Street, parcel 9-10-120, as submitted to the City Engineer on December 19, 2011, 

contingent on the applicant making the revisions and meeting the conditions recommended by 

the Planning Board as listed above. 

 

 

Seconded by 









































Res No. 9        

 

       January 11, 2012 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning & Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Special Use Permit Allowing the Operation of a Metals Recycling Facility 

at 301 Pearl Street, Parcel 4-01-101 

 

 

  A request has been submitted by Ed Kowalsky of Empire Recycling 

Corporation for the above subject Special Use Permit. The Planning Board reviewed the 

request at its January 3, 2012 meeting and adopted a motion recommending that the City 

Council approve the Special Use Permit, subject to five conditions. 

 

  The applicant intends to subdivide the parcel and use only a 6.3 acre 

portion at the parcel’s northeast corner. A description of the specific area to which this 

Special Use Permit will apply is included in the resolution. 

 

  Attached are a report prepared for the Planning Board and an excerpt from 

the January 3
rd

 minutes. 

 

  A public hearing is required before City Council may vote on the 

resolution. It is recommended that a public hearing be scheduled for 7:30 pm on Monday, 

February 6, 2012. 
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Approving a Special Use Permit Request Submitted 
by Ed Kowalsky of Empire Recycling Corporation to 
Operate a Metals Recycling Facility at 301 Pearl 
Street, Parcel 4-01-101. 
 
 
 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 Introduced by 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

WHEREAS Ed Kowalsky of Empire Recycling Corporation has made an 

application for a Special Use Permit allowing the operation of a metals recycling facility at 301 

Pearl Street, parcel 4-01-101, and 

WHEREAS the applicant intends to subdivide parcel 4-01-101 and use only the 

northeastern portion, as described below, 

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND situate in the City of Watertown, County 
of Jefferson, State of New York, and being further described as follows: 
 
COMMENCING at the intersection of the southerly street margin of East Main 
Street and the northwesterly street margin of Pearl Street; 
 
THENCE S. 51°-21’-51” W., along the northwesterly street margin of Pearl Street, 
a distance of 146.21 feet to an angle point in said street margin; 
 
THENCE S. 35°-46’-51” W., along the northwesterly street margin of Pearl Street, 
a distance of 362.45 feet to an iron pipe set, said iron pipe being the POINT OF 
BEGINNING; 
 
THENCE S. 35°-46’-51” W., along the northerly margin of Pearl Street, a distance 
of 163.37 feet to a railroad spike set (1989); 
 
THENCE N. 86°-29’-04” W., a distance of 490.91 feet to a railroad spike set 
(1989); 
 
THENCE N. 03°-32’-05” E., a distance of 501.05 feet to an iron pipe set (1989) in 
the southerly margin of east main street; 
 
THENCE N. 86°-46’-36” E., along the southerly margin of East Main Street, a 
distance of 569.42 feet to an iron pipe set (1989); 
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 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 THENCE S. 81°-54’-57” E., along the southerly margin of East Main Street, a 
distance of 47.38 feet to an iron pipe set (1989); 
 
THENCE S. 35°-46’-51” W., a distance of 306.93 feet to an iron pipe set (1989); 
 
THENCE S. 54°-13’-09” E., a distance of 29.26 feet to an iron pipe set (1989); 
 
THENCE S. 35°-46’-51” W., a distance of 31.20 feet to an iron pipe set (1989); 
 
THENCE S. 03°-23’-56” W., a distance of 48.08 feet to an iron pipe set (1989); 
 
THENCE S. 54°-13’-09” E., a distance of 142.99 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING; 
 
CONTAINING 6.334 acres of land more or less. 

 

And, 

WHEREAS the Planning Board of the City of Watertown reviewed the Special 

Use Permit request at its meeting held on January 3, 2012, and recommended that the City 

Council of the City of Watertown approve the site plan with the following conditions, 

1) The property owner or their representative shall apply for and obtain 

Subdivision Approval from the Planning Board prior to conveying any 

divided portion of the parcel. 

2) The applicant shall apply for and obtain Site Plan Approval from the 

City prior to the construction of any new parking area in excess of 400 

square feet. 

3) The applicant shall not store refuse, scrap metal, or similar material 

outdoors. 

4) The applicant shall remove and dispose of all scrap and debris in the 

existing parking area at the eastern end of the site. This specifically 

includes, but is not limited to, the abandoned electric substation. 

5) All activities associated with this permitted use shall take place indoors. 
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 And,  

WHEREAS a public hearing was held on the Special Use Permit request on 

February 6, 2012, after due public notice, and 

WHEREAS the City Council has reviewed the Short Environmental Assessment 

Form, responding to each of the questions contained in Part 2, and has determined that the 

project, as submitted, is Unlisted and will not have a significant effect on the environment, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown declares that the proposed Special Use Permit to operate a metals recycling facility 

constitutes an Unlisted Action for the purposes of SEQRA and hereby determines that the 

project, as proposed, will not have a significant effect on the environment, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown that 

a Special Use Permit is hereby granted to Empire Recycling Corporation to operate a metals 

recycling facility on the above described portion of parcel 4-01-101 at 301 Pearl Street, subject 

to the boundaries and conditions listed above. 

Seconded by 

























Ord No. 1        

 

       January 12, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Amending Section 81-5 of the City Code, 

 Leashing; Dogs Prohibited Where Perishable 

 Goods are Sold  

 

 

  At the last regular meeting of the Council, Staff was directed to draft in 

the form of an Ordinance, the proposed dog control legislation for City Council 

consideration.  The attached Ordinance represents the most recently considered draft in a 

format ready for City Council approval. 

  

. 
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Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  WHEREAS Section 20(13) and 20(22) of the New York General City Law 

authorize a City to regulate conduct by ordinance, and to provide penalties to punish violations 

thereof, when deemed advisable to maintain order and to preserve and care for the safety, health, 

comfort, and general welfare of the inhabitants of the City and visitors thereto, and 

 

  WHEREAS such powers of the City are to be exercised in the City of 

Watertown by the City Council of the City of Watertown, and 

 

  WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Watertown finds that the 

presence of dogs at certain special events which are known to, or could, involve crowds of 

people within a limited physical area presents a hazard to the safety, health, comfort, and general 

welfare of the persons attending those events, and  

 

  WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Watertown finds that the 

presence of dogs upon City owned property within twenty feet of any City owned swimming pool 

or playground equipment located within any City park or playground further presents a hazard to 

the safety, health, comfort, and general welfare of children utilizing those facilities, and 

 

  WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Watertown deems it to be in 

the best interests of the citizens of the City, and visitors thereto, to prohibit dogs to be present 

under those circumstances:  

 

  BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Watertown as 

follows: 

 

Chapter 81 of the Code of the City of Watertown shall be amended to add a new Section 

81-5 (C) to read as follows: 
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Section 81-5 (C) 

 

  It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dog to permit or allow such dog 

to be present at any “Special Event” in the City or to be upon City owned property and within 20 

feet of any City owned swimming pool or playground equipment located within any City park or 

playground.  For purposes of this section, a “Special Event” shall mean the following activities 

upon City owned property:  The Farm & Craft Market; The 4
th

 of July Concert at Thompson 

Park; or The Jefferson County Fair.  A “Special Event” shall also include any other specifically 

approved event conducted, at least in part, upon City owned property and which will or may 

involve significant public assembly. 

 

  The posting of signage by the host of a Special Event, to the effect that 

dogs are not permitted at the Special Event, shall be presumptive evidence that said event will or 

may involve significant public assembly and will be conducted, at least in part, on City property. 

 

  The prohibition herein shall not apply to an owner whose dog is confined 

within an automobile, crate, cage or similar structure that prevents a dog from causing personal 

injury or damage to personal property. 

 

  The prohibition of this Section 81-5 (C) may be waived by special 

approval of the City Manager or his or her designee. 

 

  There shall be excluded from this section any owner of a dog which is 

defined under Section 108 of the New York Agriculture and Markets Law, as the same may be 

amended from time to time, as a guide dog, hearing dog, service dog, working search dog, 

therapy dog, detection dog, war dog, or any other dog which may be utilized by law enforcement 

agencies within the jurisdiction of the City, or which are professionally trained service animals 

utilized by persons with disabilities. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect 

immediately upon its publication in the official newspaper of the City. 

 



Public Hearing – 7:30 p.m.     January 11, 2012 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Authorizing Spending of Funds from the Capital Reserve Fund 

 

 

 

  Included in the FY 2011-12 Capital Budget was the Municipal Building 

chiller and tower replacement and Library cooling tower replacement projects.  Funding 

in the amount of $365,000 for this project was to come from the Capital Reserve Fund 

established by City Council on June 19, 2006. 

 

  Prior to any funds being spent from this reserve a Public Hearing must be 

held.  The City Council has scheduled said Public Hearing for January 17, 2012 at 7:30 

p.m. to discuss the appropriation of these funds. 

 

 

  A history of the Capital Reserve Fund is as follows: 

 

Sources:   

Budgetary Transfers (FY 2005-06, FY 2006-07) $600,000  

Interest Earnings 49,340  

Total Available  $ 649,340 

   

Uses:   

DPW Plow Shed $ 75,000  

Thompson Park Clinic Building Roof 61,235  

Arena Concession Stand 35,000  

Arena Roof 90,000  

Total Uses  261,235 

Balance Available   $388,105 

 









       January 11, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  James E. Mills, City Comptroller 

 

Subject: Property Offer – 100, 101 and 103 Alexandria Avenue 

 

 

  The offer received of $150 each for 100 Alexandria Avenue, 101 

Alexandria Avenue and 103 Alexandria Avenue from Rachel Knox has been withdrawn 

by the individual. 



        January 12, 2012 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Brick Buildings on Coffeen Street near Jailhouse Antiques 

 

 

  At the January 3, 2012 City Council meeting, Council Member Joseph M. 

Butler asked for an update on the ownership status of the brick buildings next to the 

former Jefferson County Jail.  There are two properties in question, 330 Coffeen Street 

and 308 Waltham St.  Both of these properties have been owned since 1974 by Mr. Frank 

D. Giordanelli.   

 

  We checked the water billing records and find that there has not been a 

meter at 330 Coffeen Street since before 1999, which is where our current system history 

begins.  It is believed that the property was vacant as far back as 1988.  The records for 

the property at 308 Waltham show that the meter was removed on October 9, 1997, and 

has never been reinstalled. 

 

    



Frank D Giordanelli
507 Coffeen St
Watertown NY 13601

Property Description Report For: 308 Waltham St,

Municipality of City of Watertown

Status: Active

Roll Section: Taxable

Swis: 221800

Tax Map ID #: 7-07-305.000

Account #: 22114500

Property Class: 220 - 2 Family Res

Site: RES 1

In Ag. District: No

Site Property Class: 220 - 2 Family Res

Zoning Code: C - Commercial

Neighborhood Code: 00608

Total Acreage/Size: 38 x 61 School District: Watertown

Land Assessment: 2011 - $5,000
2010 - $5,000

Total Assessment: 2011 - $32,100
2010 - $32,100

Full Market Value: 2011 - $33,789
2010 - $33,789

Equalization Rate:  ---- Legal Property Desc: 38x61 707305

Deed Book: 857 Deed Page: 697

Grid East: 995865 Grid North: 1450807

Owners

Sales

No Sales Information Available



Frank D Giordanelli
507 Coffeen St
Watertown NY 13601

Property Description Report For: 330 Coffeen St,

Municipality of City of Watertown

Status: Active

Roll Section: Taxable

Swis: 221800

Tax Map ID #: 7-07-304.000

Account #: 03022980

Property Class: 483 - Converted Res

Site: COM 1

In Ag. District: No

Site Property Class: 483 - Converted Res

Zoning Code: C - Commercial

Neighborhood Code: 00608

Total Acreage/Size: 61 x 92 School District: Watertown

Land Assessment: 2011 - $8,700
2010 - $8,700

Total Assessment: 2011 - $23,000
2010 - $23,000

Full Market Value: 2011 - $24,211
2010 - $24,211

Equalization Rate:  ---- Legal Property Desc: 61x92 707304

Deed Book: 857 Deed Page: 697

Grid East: 995838 Grid North: 1450749

Owners

Sales

No Sales Information Available



        

 

       January 12, 2012 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: LWRP Zone Change Notifications 

 

   

  We will be proceeding with the adoption of the Local Waterfront 

Revitalization Program (LWRP) zone changes over the next few months.  On typical 

zone change requests, it has been the policy to notify all property owners within 100 feet 

of the proposed zone change.  There is no law that requires this; it was a directive of a 

previous City Council. 

 

  A typical zone change covers a relatively small area and is done at the 

request of an applicant who has a specific project in mind.  The LWRP zone changes will 

not be typical.  They will cover large areas and there will be no applicant or proposed 

construction project. 

 

  In these cases, the owners within the zone changes will be more affected 

than the adjourning property owners.   

 

  For the LWRP zone changes, staff is proposing to deviate from the normal 

notifications.  We propose to notify the property owners within the zone change areas, 

but not the owners of adjacent properties.  The intent of this is to avoid confusion as to 

whether the zone changes are for any given property.  Does the City Council concur with 

this deviation? 

 



        January 12, 2012 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Amendment to New York State’s Public Officers Law, 

  Open Meetings Law 

 

 

  On January 3, 2012 Section 103 of New York State’s Public Officer’s 

Law was amended to add new language requiring local governments to make available to 

the public, prior to or at an open meeting, certain records which will be the subject of 

discussion at the meeting.  This new law applies to every public body within the 

municipality, and specifically requires that public records which are already available 

under FOIL, in addition to any proposed resolution, law, rule, regulation, policy or any 

amendment, that are scheduled to be the topic of discussion by a public body at an open 

meeting, must be made available – upon request – to the public prior to or at the meeting, 

to the extent practicable as determined by the municipality.  Municipalities have the right 

to charge a reasonable fee for such documents, consistent with current FOIL fees.     

 

  Municipalities, like Watertown, that maintain a website and use high 

speed internet connection must post the information on the municipal website prior to the 

meeting.  I do not see complying with this law as a problem for the City of Watertown 

City Council, Planning Board, or Zoning Board of Appeals meetings.   

 

  Staff is reaching out to the other Boards and Commissions to make them 

aware of this new legislation so that we can be assured that it is implemented by the laws 

effective date, February 2, 2012. 
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