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City        May 2008                                                                                       

Managerõs  

Update  

Report 
 

ASSESSMENT DEPARTMENT: 

2008 Final Roll Filed ï Our final roll was filed March 31
st
.  The final 2008 city taxable value is 

$982,901,620.  This is a $1,388,435 decrease from the tentative taxable value.  Of this decrease, 

$648,550 were decreases stipulated between property owners and the Assessor and certified by 

the Board of Assessment Review;  $173,600 was reduced pursuant to a court order and the 

remaining were reductions granted to property owners by the Board of Assessment Review. 

 

Changes to STAR Exemption ï Legislation that was a part of the 2008 New York State budget 

changed the way that the STAR exemption amounts were calculated; because of this change the 

STAR exemptions for 2008 were recalculated and are approximately 90% of the value they were 

on the 2007 roll. 

 

Training and Education ï Assessor Brian Phelps attended three training events, of which two 

were offered by the Tug Hill Commission at their annual Local Government Conference titled 

ñResources for Assessorsò and ñComputer Software for Assessorôsò.  Credit for these classes 

goes toward fulfilling the yearly educational requirements.  The Assessor also attended a daylong 

seminar entitled ñHow to Deal with Difficult Peopleò offered by Fred Pryor Seminars.  Real 

Property Appraiser Richard Holley attended two day-long training events, ñEthics for Assessorsò 

(this course is a new requirement for his position) and ñUnderstanding Land/Title Surveysò. 

 

Real Estate Market ï For the first time in quite awhile we are seeing not only a decrease in the 

number of single family homes sold in the last two months.  We are also showing a small 

decrease in the average sales price from the previous period.  While the Assessor cautions 

against drawing too many conclusions from this limited data, this and other information is 

pointing to a continued slow down in the housing market.  While there may be concerns about 

sub-prime mortgages and foreclosures, data from the New York Federal Reserve shows Jefferson 

County to have one of the lowest concentrations of sub-prime loans in the state, 9.6 per 1,000 

housing units with 0.4 per 1,000 in foreclosure proceedings, compared to a statewide 18.5 per 

1,000 housing units, with 2.1 per 1,000 in foreclosure proceedings. 
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City of Watertown Real Estate Market Snapshot 

 

 

Current Period 

Feb-Mar 08 

Prior 2 Months 
Dec-Jan 08 

One Year ago 
Feb-Mar 07 

2 month averages for 

last 2 years 
Apr 06 -Mar 08 

Single- family homes     

Number of valid sales 32 56 46 52 

Average sale price $111,375 $120,294 $107,028 $116,910 

2 & 3 family homes     

Number of valid sales 10 11 14 11.5 

Average sale price $128,900 $96,527 $97,081 $94,654 

Commercial     

Number of valid sales 0 3 6 6.1 

Average sale price NA $168,500 $106,258 $315,176 

 

 

CITY CLERKôS OFFICE: 

 
Weddings - The City Clerkôs Office has issued 289 marriage licenses and has conducted 189 

wedding ceremonies this year.  The gazebo is once again being used for ceremonies as weather 

permits. 

 

Volunteer Recognition Ceremony - Over 160 

volunteers were recently honored with a recognition 

ceremony in Council Chambers.  Bryan White, 

Barbara Wheeler, Christine Hoffman, Yvonne Reff, 

Dan Gaumont and City Clerk Donna Dutton served 

on the committee.  Deputy Clerks Elyse Frezzo and 

Amanda Lewis helped prepare the candy cups that 

were presented to the recipients.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Historianôs Office ï This office supplied 

information to a gentleman in Switzerland 

doing research on the Huntington family tree.   
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CIVIL SERVICE:  
 

Job Classification and Compensation Study - A representative from Fox & Lawson, the firm 

conducting the job classification/compensation study, was here the week of April 28th.  A total 

of 80 employees, including department heads, were interviewed.  The purpose of these 

interviews was to clarify information employees provided on the Position Description 

Questionnaire.  The people at Fox & Lawson will put all of this information together and provide 

feedback to the Civil Service Commission in June. 

  

Firefightersô Exam - This office will be giving the Firefighter written examination on June 

14th.  Over 230 applications have been received for this exam. 

  

Commission - Commissioner Nancy Carlson resigned her appointment to go to the Dominican 

Republic with her husband for two years to conduct missionary work. 

 
 

CODE ENFORCEMENT:  
 

Building Permits ï New building and repair permits had slowed down for the winter months, 

but inspections on projects in progress have continued.  As the weather has improved, our office 

has seen a large number of repair permits.  Building plans for two new single family homes on 

Bellew Avenue has been received, as well as plans for a large addition on Bellew Avenue.  The 

department is reviewing plans for a renovation of the old Hoytôs Cinema by The New Life 

Christian Church.  Several commercial additions and renovations that had been placed on hold 

until the spring weather arrived are now underway:  Car Audio Proôs addition at 821 Arsenal 

Street, School Daze addition for an ice cream stand at 902 Arsenal Street and a pizza buffet 

venture at 1222 Arsenal Street.  32 Building Permits for new construction and 64 Repair Permits 

have been issued.  Several completed projects have been issued Certificates of Occupancy--such 

as the change of occupancy for 636 Coffeen Street and the expansion of the Panda Buffet at 1283 

Arsenal Street. 

  

Complaints ï While March brought a spike in complaints for sidewalks not being shoveled in 

March, particularly along Arsenal Street and State Street, once the snow melted, this office 

received a large number of trash complaints.  They have received and investigated a total of 310 

cases, with 44 cases being referred to DPW for compliance and 2 cases being referred to the City 

Attorney. 

 

Water Shut Off Notices ï Based on input from the Water Department, this office sent letters to 

those properties who have received shut off notices for non-payment requesting that the water 

service be restored or we will order the property vacated.   

 

Education ï Our team attended the New York State Building Officials Conference, one in Lake 

Placid and one in Liverpool.  This is required annual training for Code Enforcement officials. 
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718 Superior Street ï City Court Appearance Tickets for property maintenance on the main 

structure have now been postponed to a Court date of April 28, 2008.  The garage was taken 

down at this property by the City of Watertown on March 20, 2008, as the owner failed to 

comply with our orders.   

 

848 Ann Street ï Demolition of the single family home was completed at this City-owned 

property on March 12, 2008. 

 

612 Lansing Street ï This office condemned this property on April 10, 2008, due to unsanitary 

conditions.  Upon reinspection on April 22
nd

, this condemnation was released. 

 

Buildings and Grounds ï Staff has begun working outside maintaining the lawns and has 

placed fresh mulch in the beds. 

 

 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT:  
 

 

J. B. Wise Parking Lot ï The Draft Design Report was submitted by Lu Engineers, and was 

reviewed with comments from City staff, City Council, Advantage Watertown and the River 

Committee.  The consultant is currently progressing with detailed design.  

 

Wayfinding Signs ï Bids on the Wayfinding signs were due back on May 2, 2008.  Based on a 

review of the submittals, modifications to the bid document are being prepared.  Once we re-bid, 

our review committee will interview the firms and make a recommendation to the City Council 

by July.  Completion of this project is due October 2008. 

 

Mural Arts Prog ram ï The design of the mural has been finalized.  Staff is working with the 

muralist to complete the contract and insurance requirements. 

 

Hole Brothers ï Contract was awarded and construction is due to start soon. 

 

Bicentennial Park and Marble Street Park ï A public meeting for design comments was held 

and design plans are being finalized. 

 

Erosion Management Plan ï GYMO is waiting until water levels are lower to begin work on 

this plan. 

 

Library Brochure  ï The draft brochure was received, reviewed by the Library Director and her 

staff, and is under revision.  We anticipate having the final brochures available by July. 

 

Main Street Grant ï Working with Neighbors of Watertown and the Watertown Local 

Development Corp. to finalize plans for the façade and building renovation program.  Work will 

begin on this program in 2008. 
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Downtown Comprehensive Plan ï Advantage Watertown, the Watertown Trust and Planning 

and Downtown Development Staff members are working to complete a Downtown 

Comprehensive Plan.  SUNY ESF has submitted a proposal for the public participation part of 

the plan, which has been reviewed by Advantage Watertown.   

 

Restore NY ï Staff is working with Empire State Development to finalize both state contracts 

for the Restore NY grant, which are the Franklin Building and Riverview Plaza.  Approval of 

both contracts is anticipated in late May 2008.  Work will begin on both projects this summer. 

 

 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT:  

 

State Street Reconstruction Project - The project is 92% complete.  Street reconstruction work 

with paving to binder grade is completed from Eastern Blvd. to Public Square.  The work 

remaining to be completed this construction season is:  some plantings, traffic signal work, top 

course paving, final striping, and punch list items.  Staff is also in the process of resolving an 

issue with sidewalk placed in 2007.  A large portion of the walks have spalled during the past 

winter. 

 

Streetscape/Public Square Reconstruction Project - The project is 49% complete.  Street 

reconstruction work was delayed until utility relocations could be completed by Verizon and 

National Grid.  All the involved utility companies signed utility agreements to facilitate the 

relocations and work was completed by April 2008.  The contractor has started the 

reconstruction effort for the 2008 season.  On May 20
th
, granite curb placement began on the 

south side of Public Square.  The inspection consultant is currently preparing item cost changes 

based on the delay in the project completion to be incorporated into a change order.  Over the 

course of the last few months, Staff submitted reimbursement requests to various State agencies 

totaling $1,050,698 for this project.   

  

Sidewalk Program ï The sidewalk crew is addressing the remaining work on the 07-08 

assessment district that was started in September 2007.  This remaining work is projected to last 

until August 2008.  The 2008-09 assessment district has been approved by the Council and it is 

projected to start in September 2008. 

 

Drive Access (Anthony Street) from Public Square to J.B. Wise Parking Lot - The 

Engineering Department made a preliminary survey and completed initial design work on the 

proposed connector road from Public Square to the J.B. Wise parking lot.  This work was 

coordinated with the Downtown Development Specialist and the Planning Department to include 

potential J.B. Wise Parking Lot improvements, Downtown Streetscape interface, and LWRP 

initiatives.  We have received SHPO approval for the Anthony St. curb work and are proceeding 

with the plan to have Villager Construction perform the curb work within the current project 

limits.  The design and construction of the remaining portion was incorporated as part of the 

scope of the J.B. Wise project. 
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Western Boulevard/Gaffney Drive Connector Road - Topographic and boundary survey work 

has been completed for use in developing a preliminary street design and order of magnitude 

estimates for the construction of a connector road between Arsenal and Coffeen Streets in the 

vicinity of the Stateway Plaza.  The proposed connector road will compliment the work that the 

NYSDOT is performing on Arsenal Street.  The preliminary street corridor has been developed 

by the Engineering Department.  Four meetings have been held with the owners of the Stateway 

Plaza, and the proposed corridor was presented to the Council at the December 11, 2006 Work 

Session.  The detailed design work will be performed through a consultant.  The development of 

an RFP for consultant selection waits a decision by the City Council on the future of this project.  

If the project moves forward, it will be progressed through a consultant from the City LDSA 

Consultant Short List.  Scoping meetings for the design services agreement will be held after a 

final meeting with property owners along the proposed corridor has taken place. 

 

Ten Eyck Street Phase I & II - Detailed design is complete.  A public information meeting was 

held in November 2007 for property owners in the project area.    Project plans have been 

approved by the DOH and NYSDEC.  Bids were received in March 2008, and contracts have 

been signed with the lowest qualified bidder, Bat-Con, Marcellus NY.  Utility companies are 

relocating structures to facilitate the project.  Work by Bat-Con is proposed to begin in mid May 

2008. 

 

Project Survey - Project survey to be completed for the North Side Trunk Sewer capital project. 

 

Butterfield -Barben &Chestnut St. - Final plan review and submittal to the NYSDEC for 

approval.  Residents and property owners in this area were invited to attend a public meeting was 

held on March 4, 2008.   

 

Riggs Ave - Survey complete, in-house design underway. 

 

City Hall Parking Lot /Sally Port - Project on hold pending decision on scope.  Currently staff 

is relooking at alternatives for Sally Port and installation of City Hall generator.  Once 

completed, we will initiate minor repairs, resurfacing and re-stripping of parking lot. 

 

N. Michigan - Project survey is complete.  Design will be incorporated with the Bronson Street 

reconstruction project for FY 09-10. 

 

Washington Street Sidewalk - The design is 85% complete. 

 

Algonquin Ave. Sewer Main - Survey and design work will begin when the corridor is cleared 

by DPW. 

 

Washington Street Signal Light - The design is 75% complete.  Remaining work to be 

completed includes executing the easement for the pole bases and a detailed design of the signal 

by a consultant. 

 

Greensview/Ives Sanitary Sewer - Updating plans and bid book for bid.  The department is 

preparing for a meeting with the property owners. 
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CSO Long Term Control Plan - The City held a meeting with the NYSDEC on May 18, 2006 

to restart the CSO LTCP process.  DEC approved the Characterization, Monitoring and 

Modeling plan in September 2006.  Stearns & Wheler was selected as the consultant for the CSO 

computer modeling from submittals from the RFP.  This project will provide modeling for five 

of the twenty-five drainage areas within the City.  The Council approved the design services 

agreement at the December 18, 2006 meeting.  The first progress meeting with the consultant 

was held in April 2007.  Phase I training for the modeling software was completed on December 

19
th
 and 20

th
 2007.  Phase II training was conducted on October 11, 2007.  The final training 

session was held on February 28, 2008.  The completed model of the five basins and final report 

was received in March 2008.  The department has initiated discussion to expand the scope of the 

modeling for additional basins in the City. 

 

Iroqouis Cosgrove Sewer Upgrade - Passero Assoc. was selected as the consultant for the 

design and was approved by the Council in January 2007.  Preliminary plans were submitted on 

February 2007.  The project was bid on May 23, 2007.  Bat-Con, the contractor, was awarded the 

contract and given notice to proceed on June 20, 2007.  Reconstruction work started in July 2007 

and was substantially completed in October 2007.  The remaining tasks to complete are the 

delivery of the as-built drawings from the consultant, and ensuring the turf establishment has 

held through the winter. 

 

DEC Sewer Extension Requirements - 6 NYCRR Subpart 750-2 requires DEC approval of 

sewer extensions with flows greater than 2500 gal/day or more than one connected lateral.  Part 

of this approval is assurance from the City that adequate sewer capacity exists in the system.  

Developments with assurance letters submitted to the DEC since March 2006:  City Center 

Plaza, Towne Center, Pine Woods, Hampton Inn, Maple Park, Starwood, Leray Commons, 

Pleasant Acres, Columbia Development Ph I, Dorr Farm, Town of Leray DANC SD#1, Eagle 

Ridge, Summit Wood I & II, Watertown Apts., and Duffy Meadows.  Developments with 

capacity under review:  Liberty, Black River Development, Mall Expansion, Samaritan Medical 

Center, Morris-North Star Hatchery, Columbia Development Ph II, JCC Storage Building, and 

the Unaccompanied Officers Quarters on Fort Drum. 

 

Sanitary Sewer Flow Management Program - The City has begun the process to implement 

the requirement under 6 NYCRR Subpart 750-2 to enact and enforce legal instruments to control 

discharges to the Pollution Control Plant.  The City has held discussions with DANC to develop 

allocations for Fort Drum, all DANC outside users, and the Route 3 Sewer Board.  DANC will 

provide the required flow data that will be used to develop each allocation.  DANC has also 

provided copies of their approval process and inspection procedures for approval from the City.  

The allocation and the documents will be referenced in the Sewage Treatment Agreement with 

DANC.  A similar process is also being developed with the remaining sewer districts to 

determine an allocation and to setup an approval process and inspections procedures.  These in 

turn will be referenced to the Sewer Agreement that is currently being negotiated. 

 

NYSDOT Arsenal Street Reconstruction - We are coordinating on an as-needed basis with 

NYSDOT representatives to assist with the project. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT:  

 

Fire Responses -  A call was received on the evening of March 6
th
 of an unconscious 

and unresponsive female at 953 Morrison Street.  Rapid actions by Captain Russ 

Randall and Fire Fighter Jason Ormsby resulted in multiple shocks from the automatic 

defibrillator and a successful save of a woman having a heart attack. 

 

The City suffered a fatal fire  on the morning of March 12
th
 at 397 Pawling Street.  

Crews were initially dispatched to a reported vehicle fire and discovered once on scene 

the vehicle was occupied by a male suffering from smoke inhalation.  The victim was 

extricated from the vehicle, provided immediate first aid, transferred to Guilfoyle 

Ambulance, and transported to SMC where he was pronounced dead. 

 

Fire fighters responded with City Police and Guilfoyle Ambulance to a mass casualty 

incident (in excess of five medical patients) in the early morning hours of March 15
th
 

on Goodale Street.  Arriving on scene crews found multiple vehicles damaged and 

multiple casualties lying in parking lots and on the street.  Incident Command was 

implemented and the incident was mitigated with minimal problems. 

 

On the morning of March 18
th
, emergency crews responded to Knowlton Specialty 

Papers at 213 Factory Street for a reported paper machine fire.  Crews spent more 

than an hour on scene combating a stubborn flue fire that was caused when a bearing 

caught fire on a machine and the sprinkler system designed to protect the machine 

failed to operate correctly due to being shut down, which allowed the fire to spread 

beyond the machine.  Quick work by City fire fighters prevented significant loss. 

 

The Department deployed its confined space rescue team to Fort Drum for mutual 

aid at 10785 Chapel Drive on April 10
th
 where a child care center worker had become 

trapped in a sinkhole.  City fire fighters assisted Fort Drum fire fighters working as a 

cohesive team to extricate this woman without injury or incident. 

 

The City responded mutual aid in support of the Town of Watertown on 

Wednesday, April 16
th
 when construction crews struck and puncture an eight (8) inch 

underground natural gas pipeline on outer Washington Street.  City fire fighters 

responded and evacuated three medical buildings and one commercial building during 

the incident.  CitiBus also responded to assist with the evacuation.   

 

 

City fire fighters responded mutual aid to Ft. Drum on Sunday, April 27
th

 to 

provide a rapid intervention team while Ft. Drum fire fighters battled a working fire 

in a four-plex residential occupancy.  The crew later provided station standby until Ft. 

Drum units could be returned to service.  
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Training  -  Fire fighters have completed practical exercises on Fire Fighter 

Safety/Survivability and Rapid Intervention Teams at a Sherman Street address 

allowing all City Fire Fighters to be State Certified. 

 

City Fire sponsored an ICS 300 and 400 classes during the month of March to assist the 

City in meeting its NIMS compliance requirements. 

 

City Fire hosted an International Association of Fire Fighters safety seminar on 

Thursday, April 17
th
. 

 

Captain Todd DeMar completed the second year of training in the National Fire 

Academyôs Executive Fire Officer Program, conducted at Emittsburg, MD from March 

31-April 11. 

 

 

Personnel - On March 29
th
, Battalion Chief Thomas Forbes retired from the 

Department after 32 years of service.  Effective April 19
th
, Fire Captain Matthew 

Timerman was promoted to Battalion Chief replacing Chief Forbes.  Fire Fighter 

Michael Kellogg was promoted to Fire Captain replacing Captain Timerman. 

 

Fire Fighter/EMT Jason K. Ormsby was awarded the Fire Fighter of the Year for 

2008 at the American Legionôs Law and Order Night on April 24
th
 for his courageous 

rescue of two female swimmers from Lake Ontario last summer. 

 

Smoke Detector Program Goes Nationwide - The WFD was notified by Chief Dennis 

Rubin of the Washington DC Fire Department that our award winning pizza delivery 

program was being instituted nationwide by Papa Johnôs Pizza. 

 

 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY:  

 
HelpDesk ï The department is installing a locally hosted help desk system, Numera TrackIT.  

The new system will allow internal system users to get feedback and track progress on help desk 

requests and also allow IT staff to more efficiently manage help desk needs and improve tracking 

and monitoring of help desk activity.  Since our last report, the department has received:  

 57 calls for Hardware support (computers, peripherals); 45 calls for Software problems (KVS, 

Hansen, etc); 3 calls for GIS & Mapping; 17 calls for the Telephone System; and 42 calls for 

Other IT issues ï issues that fit in one or more categories or misc.  

 

City Website ï Work continues on content updates to the new Civic Plus Website.  Essentially, 

all of the existing and new content has been transferred / updated on the new locally hosted site 

but a final review of the content and photography is still required prior to going live with the site.   

 

SDG System ï The Real Property online data service is now being hosted locally on city servers.  

 

Software Updates / Training  
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RPS ï The Real Property System has been updated to the latest version 8.  IT Staff attended a 

one day training session at JCC presented by New York State Real Property staff that 

demonstrated the new features of the ORPS website and highlighted points from the new release 

8 of the RPS software. 

 

BAS ï The Clerks software system BAS is being transitioned to a new SQL based database 

system and being consolidated with other City databases to eliminate unnecessary server and 

hardware and associated hardware duplication. 

 

AutoCAD  ï A new release of the Engineering Departments drafting software, AutoCAD 2009, 

has just been released and is being scheduled for deployment to Engineering, DPW and Water 

departments. 

 

Citrix Project - A staff member from MA POLCE was on site in March to install the Citrix 

server and configure the City software systems into the server.  A Citrix server, Application 

gateway and application profiler system were configured and applications are being tested by IT 

Staff prior to rollout. 

Police Department Laptops ï 15 new ruggedized laptops are being deployed in the police 

department by IT and police staff, replacing older tablet systems that have been in use for over 

three years.  The new laptops provide better processing power and an attached keyboard, 

permitting use of the units as a standard laptop - compared to the previous tablets which required 

a stylus to input information.  Issues with USB attached antennas were discovered and these are 

being replaced with card based antennas to provide a more rugged system.  A follow-on project 

is installation of the TRaCS. (Traffic and Criminal Software) system onto the laptops.  The 

TRaCS system updates the old paper based system to provide timely and accurate data essential 

to effective strategic highway safety planning.  TRaCS is a front-end automated data collection 

computer application used for obtaining information.  

Fiber Network  ï DPW and Electric Department staff have been working on the Sterling Street 

line of the conduit system which will connect State Street to City Hall permitting extension of 

the fiber network to the State Street Fire Station and the Water Filtration and Distribution Plants. 

Westelcom staff has begun installing fiber optic cable into a portion of the Coffeen and Massey 

Street system to connect JCC into their network under the Cityôs conduit franchise agreement. 

 

GIS - As of May 1
st
, over 2,000 updates have been made to the Sewer Database and we will 

soon deploy that in the field through the use of the old Police data tablets.  In coordination with 

the planning department, we have completed the Census update program (LUCA).   We are also 

working on developing a new internal IMS (GIS Server based) application to aid the planning 

department.  The GIS department worked with staff from Fountain Spatials to install and 

configure an ESRI ArcGIS server into the systems system upon which new GIS services will be 

deployed. 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT:  

 
Shared Municipal Services Incentive Grant Program ï The Department of State 

recently announced that the City of Watertown and Town of Watertown have been 

awarded $86,940 in funding under this program for the Greater Watertown Water 

Quality Improvement Project.  The program will provide funding to evaluate the greater 

Watertown water distribution system and the study of different options to control 

potentially harmful disinfection byproducts that are formed during the water treatment 

process.  The project is designed to address a growing concern regarding disinfection 

byproducts, develop cost effective solutions for addressing this issue and to improve the 

overall quality and safety of the drinking water for all municipalities connected to this 

regional facility. 

 

Housing Programs ï The 2006 Community Development Block Grant of $200,000 has been 

completely spent. Eight housing units were rehabilitated and 14 households were assisted 

through World Changers and on emergency repairs.  The 2006 North Country HOME 

Consortium grant was also completed with 5.5 units being rehabilitated for $115,000. 

 

Sewallôs Island ï The executed State Assistance Contract for the Environmental Restoration 

Program grant was received from the State and Lu Engineers was directed to start their 

investigation work as soon as possible. 

 

Street Tree Program ï Staff worked with personnel from the DPW Buildings and Grounds 

Crew to complete the annual small tree pruning program.  The goals of the annual project are to 

trim recently planted trees to develop proper structure and form and provide sidewalk and 

roadway clearance.  During the late winter and early spring, crews pruned approximately 750 

trees on the Cityôs southeast side.  Prior to trimming, the DPW crew participated in a tree 

pruning course that covered proper pruning techniques.  The course was taught by Glen Roberts, 

a Senior Forester from the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation. 

  

Emerald Ash Borer Seminar - On April 3, 2008, the City and Tree Watertown hosted an 

educational seminar on the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).  The EAB is an exotic beetle that attacks 

and devastates ash trees.  The EAB has not been detected in our area but has moved as close as 

western Pennsylvania after being discovered in Michigan.  If the EAB reaches the area, it will 

have a devastating effect on the Cityôs urban forest.  The seminar was held to raise awareness 

about the EAB, to help crews to be able to identify it and to discuss what might happen if it 

arrives.  The seminar was attended by approximately 45 people including City Staff, members of 

the public and staff from surrounding towns and villages. 

 

Arbor Day  - On April 25, 2008, an Arbor Day celebration was held at the Emerson Place 

Apartments near Emerson Place and State Place.  The event was hosted by Tree Watertown and 

the City and resulted in the planting of a Red Oak tree in the neighborhood.  The event 

highlighted the redevelopment and revitalization efforts in the neighborhood as well as the Cityôs 

recognition earlier this year as a Tree City USA for 2007, as awarded by the National Arbor Day 

Foundation.  This is the Cityôs eighth straight year receiving this award that recognizes 
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communities across the country that meet certain criteria and have exceptional community 

forestry programs. 

 

Rotary Tree Planting - Staff worked with the 

Watertown Noon Rotary Club to help 

coordinate their annual tree planting program by 

selecting tree species and planting locations 

while the Department of Public Works assisted  

by digging the planting holes and obtaining 

planting supplies.  Rotaryôs annual tree planting 

project was held on Saturday, April 26, 2008 at 

the Arsenal Street Cemetery and along Tilden 

Street.  A total of 45 trees were planted at the 

two sites. 

 

Staff also coordinated the Department of Public Worksô Annual Tree Planting Project.  The 

project involved the planting of 95 trees at various locations throughout the City.  Areas targeted 

for planting included the 100 Block of State Place, the 200 Block of South Hamilton Street, the 

600 Block of Boyd Street and various individual locations throughout the City requested by 

property owners.  A total of 140 trees were planted this spring. 

 

Black River Parks Project (BRPP) ï Staff is in the process of obtaining insurance and bonding 

information from the contractor for this project, B-S Industrial Contractors, Inc.  Once all of the 

required documentation is in place, a contract for the project will be signed and a notice to 

proceed will be issued.  This is expected to be complete in early May with construction to follow 

thereafter.  The project, which involves improvements at the Fairgrounds, the Hole Brothers Site, 

the Veterans Memorial Riverwalk and the Abe Cooper Site, will be complete by this fall. 

 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT:  
 

American Legion Post 61 ñOfficer of The Yearò - On April 24
th
, 2008 the American Legion 

held its annual Law and Order Dinner.  The recipient of the award this for the Watertown Police 

Department is Officer Richard Premo.  Rick is a twenty year veteran and was nominated by his 

supervisor Lt. Damon.  During his twenty years with WPD, Rick has taken on extra duties such 

as DWI Patrol, Crash Management and Crash Data Specialist.  He has been placed in charge of 

the shift on many occasions and fills in as Acting Sergeant when his supervisors are on vacation.  

Last fall, Officer Premo was recognized when he and other officers pursued a suspect, who had 

stolen a truck, onto the banks of the Black River.  The suspect contemplated jumping into the 

river in an attempt to escape, however, Officer Premo was able to talk him into giving up, 

thereby eliminating the danger of drowning.  The officerôs communication skills and quick 

thinking prevented a tragedy.  
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Volunteer Recognition Ceremony ï On April 28
th, 

2008, volunteers for the City Of Watertown 

were honored.  The Police Department was happy to recognize Police Chaplain, Fr. Shane M. 

Lynch.  Fr. Lynch has been our Chaplin since 2005.  He rides along with officers, discusses 

matters that concern them or their families, is available to assist with death notifications, 

graduations, and other ceremonies that are planned.  He is also here for citizens in their time of 

need and can respond to a scene directly when a serious event occurs.  We are truly grateful for 

his dedication, time and efforts.  

 

The Forensic Files - The TV show ñForensic Filesò on COURT TV network, is profiling a 2003 

case which started in Texas and has ties to Watertown, NY.  Curtis  Wayne Pope was arrested in 

Watertown on February 25
th
, 2003 after it was learned he was wanted by authorities in the Fort 

Worth, Texas area for murder. Pope was accused and later convicted of murder where he stabbed 

his business partner to death.  WPD patrols learned that Pope was staying at a local hotel on 

Arsenal St., possibly planning to enter Canada in an attempt to evade arrest.  Pope spotted 

officers in the area and fled on foot.  He was arrested in the Stateway Plaza by WPD uniformed 

patrols after a short foot chase.  On April 15, 2008, WPD officers assisted a film crew by 

reenacting the events that led up to his arrest.  The TV show is shown on cable and will be aired 

in the Fall of 2008 featuring approximately two minutes of the footage recorded here in 

Watertown.  

 

Notable Cases - On February 28
th
, WPD patrols were sent to 862 Mills street on a report that 

shots had been fired at the residence.  Police patrols responded and found that at least five 

shots had been fired at the exterior of the house.  The house was occupied at the time of the 

shooting.  Watertown Police Detective Division began investigating the case.  Working on 

eyewitness accounts and a phone number, they were able to develop a case against a Fort Drum 

man.  On March 24
th
, two felony charges were laid on Hubert Broadnax Jr.  Broadnax was 

arraigned in Watertown City Court and held pending Grand Jury action.  The weapon was 

recovered and is being held as evidence. 

 

On March 15
th
2008, Watertown Police Patrols were sent to a car pedestrian(s) accident on 

Goodale St.  A total of ten pedestrians were struck by an out of control Cadillac driven by a 23 

year old Fort Drum man.  Several of the injured were treated and released at SMC and other 

victims were admitted to SMC and Syracuse Hospitals.  The investigation revealed that the car 

was driven by Kristopher B. Hendricks and had not only struck the people but three other cars 

and a fence.  Hendricks was charged with DWI, Vehicle Assault, Reckless Endangerment 

(crimes) and ten V&T charges relating to insurance and no license.  He was held on bail in the 

Jefferson County Jail pending Grand Jury.  Fortunately for those struck none of the injuries were 

life threatening.  WPDôs Detective Division and Crash Management team assisted patrols with 

this investigation.  
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:   

 

Snow Removal Operations - Since the March edition of 

the Council Report, an additional twenty-one and a half 

inches (21.5ò) of snow has fallen on the City.  This brings 

this seasonôs snowfall total to one hundred eleven inches 

(111ò). Snow removal operations took place around the 

clock.  These snow removal operations include the 

sanding, plowing, and removal of snow from the Cityôs 

streets, parking lots, and sidewalks.  Since the beginning 

of the season crews have logged a total of 13,567 man 

hours of which 4,109 hours were overtime, 11,275 

equipment hours, and have used 4,890 tons of salt 

performing these snow removal operations. 

 

 

 

 

Street Paving Program - The street paving 

schedule has commenced and milling operations 

were completed on Cosgrove Street, Iroquois 

Avenue W., Knowlton Avenue and Sherman 

Street.  City crews are currently prepping the 

milled surfaces for the placement of an asphalt 

wear course.   

 

Temporary patch materials were placed in potholes throughout the winter/spring season.  Once 

the asphalt plant opened, a road patch crew was assembled to replace temporary patches and 

repair the potholes with a permanent patch. 

 

Concrete Projects - One hundred fifty five feet 

(155ô) of concrete curb was placed on Hoard 

Street E. to replace the damaged curbing in front 

of 235 & 247 Hoard Street E.  In addition to the 

curbing work, the concrete crew replaced thirty 

five sidewalk blocks around the Faith Fellowship 

Academy on Olmstead Drive and Moore 

Avenue.  The sidewalk blocks were replaced as 

part of an agreement between the City and the 

school for the use of the schoolôs baseball field located on Olmstead Drive. 

 

 

Street Sweeping Operations - Street sweeping 

operations commenced on March 31
st
 and the crew is 

approximately 85% complete with the first pass through 

the City.  A total of three (3) passes have been completed 
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within the Downtown Business District.  Following standard operating procedures this crew will 

now sweep on a day to day basis predicated upon manpower availability.  The Downtown 

Business District will be swept every Friday during the midnight to 8:00 A.M. shift throughout 

the season. 

 

Sanitary Sewer Infrastructure - Sanitary Sewer crews 

installed four (4) new sewer laterals for the Habitat for 

Humanity homes to be constructed on both Superior Street 

and Michigan Street N.  Sewer crews also repaired the 

sanitary sewer laterals located on Cooper Street, East 

Avenue, Ward Street, and Winslow Street and replaced 

sanitary manholes on Clinton Street, East Avenue, and 

Water Street.  Crews also investigated and repaired a sewer 

blockage along the Massey Street S. sanitary sewer outlet 

between Massey Street S. and Orchard Street S.  This work 

enabled the crew to obtain detailed information regarding 

the actual location of this sewer, as well as, the services 

connected to it.  In addition to the repair work, sewer crews 

televised the sanitary sewer laterals located around Public 

Square and assisted in identifying the unknown pipes on 

Ten Eyck Street and Sherman Street in order to identify any 

maintenance issues prior to the road reconstruction 

operations that are scheduled this summer. 

 

Storm Sewer Infrastructure - In conjunction with the Cosgrove/Iroquois/Sherman paving 

project, sewer crews replaced three (3) drainage structures.  Sewer crews also reset ten (10) 

drainage structure frames throughout the City and began cleaning the New York State 

Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) storm drains.  The work for the NYSDOT is a part of 

the shared service commitment between the State and the City. 

 

Black River Parks Projects - The Buildings & 

Grounds crew was assigned the task of clearing and 

grubbing the river trail systems on Factory Street, 

Newell Street, and at the Fairgrounds Complex.  In 

April, the crew was trained on using the new tree mauler 

attachment for the excavator.  This piece of equipment 

was used to clear the trail around the Fairgrounds 

Complex.  This trail extends from Bicentennial Park 

approximately two thousand two hundred feet (2,200ô) 

to Jefferson Community College. 

 

Algonquin Avenue W. Sanitary Sewer Main - Building 

and Grounds crews completed the clearing and grubbing 

for the Algonquin Avenue W. sanitary sewer main.  An 

area of approximately fifty feet (50ô) wide by one 

thousand one hundred feet (1,100ô) long was completed 
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last construction season.  This year, crews returned with the tree/brush mauler to clear the fifty 

feet (50ô) wide area behind the houses fronting Washington Street.  The sewer crew will move in 

to remove the stumps and prep the site for the installation of the sanitary sewer system. 

 

DPW Spring Tree Planting - Approximately one hundred thirty (130) trees arrived the week of 

April 21
st
 for the annual Spring planting of City street trees.  The Buildings & Grounds crew will 

plant ninety (90+) of the trees throughout the City and prep approximately forty (40) tree 

planting holes for the volunteer groups that will plant the remaining trees.  The annual tree 

planting will take about a week to complete. 

 

Jefferson County Highway Department - The Electric Department installed two (2) 200-amp 

panels and one (1) 100-amp service in the old service garage and storage facility at the Jefferson 

County Highway Department Complex.  The new panels and service replaced the 240 volt 

grounded DELTA to a 120/208 WYE system that was previously in place.  The County was 

invoiced in the amount of $11,900 for the materials to complete this work.  The combined labor 

and equipment costs of $20,215 were deducted from the Court Complex Shared Services 

Account. 

 

Fiber Optic Network  - This project includes the installation of 

a fiber optic line network to various City facilities.  The Cityôs 

Electric Department is currently in the process of installing 

fiber optic conduit which will connect the conduit run that 

terminates on Union Street to City 

Hall.  The conduit terminating on 

Union Street was installed as part of 

the State Street reconstruction project 

and extends to Eastern Blvd.  The 

Electric Department will install the 

conduit run to City Hall along the 

north side of Sterling Street.  This 

installation will take place under the 

sidewalk within the City margin.  The 

concrete crew is on-site replacing the 

sidewalk blocks and driveway approaches as the Electric 

Department installs the conduit. 

 

Lansingdorp Flagpole - The Electric Department installed a flagpole on 

the island between Katherine and Seymour Streets, otherwise known as 

Lansingdorp Park, as directed by Council.  Lighting for the flagpole was 

also installed.  Once the lights for the pole are commissioned, the flag will 

be raised. 

 

 

 

 

 


