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ASSESSMENT DEPARTMENT: 

2008 Tentative Roll Filed ï Our tentative roll was filed January 15
th
 and is at 97% of full value. 

The 97% is slightly higher than the 95% I had predicted in the last update due to some last 

minute changes from New York State.  The tentative city taxable value is $984,290,055, which is 

an increase from last year by $18,359,620.  The changes to this yearôs roll includes $23,949,000 

worth of formerly exempt 801 housing being added, a $11,436,855 decrease due to the change in 

the alternative veterans exemption and a $1,645,000 decrease due to the revaluation of 

neighborhood 101.  

Board of Assessment Review ï The Board of Assessment Review met for grievance day 

February 12
th 

 and again for adjourned hearings on the 20
th
 -21

st
.  A total of 65 complaints were 

filed, the majority of those cases have been heard with 15 left to be heard on March 18.  

County Tax Bills ï 2008 County tax bills were printed and mailed out to property owners on the 

15th of January. 

 

 

CITY CLERKôS OFFICE: 

 
Research - The City Clerkôs Office conducted research for Dave Shampineôs article on W. Scott 

Mattraw which recently appeared in the Watertown Daily Times and also research for one of his 

upcoming articles. 

 

National History Day Request ï The Clerkôs Office received a request from the Whitehall, 

Michigan National History Day Team.  National History Day is a program that encourages 

students to conduct research using primary resources, analyze and interpret the information in 

relation to an annual theme and present their findings in one of a variety of formats.  The theme 

was Conflict and Compromise in History.  One of the students was researching the Detroit 

Woolworth strike of 1937 and needed to know the color of the uniforms worn by the lunch 

counter employees as she was planning on making a similar uniform for use in her presentation.  

Several requests were distributed and due to Mayor Graham asking the question on the Hotline 

Show, we were able to find out that the uniforms were turquoise and trimmed in white.  Mrs. 

Wayne Zimmer supplied the information. 



Marriages - At the present time, the office has issued 133 marriage licenses and has performed 

88 marriage ceremonies for the month of January and February.  The numbers place the office 

two weeks ahead of last yearôs figures at this time. 

 

 

CIVIL SER VICE:  

 
Classification & Compensation Study - Representatives from Fox & Lawson Associates, the 

firm conducting the job classification/compensation study were in Watertown on February 

12th.  They, along with the City Manager and the Secretary of the Civil Service 

Commission, met with department heads, supervisors and employees to explain the process and 

expectations of the study and questionnaire.  Forms were distributed to 195 employees of the 

City and Flower Memorial Library.  Six sessions with City employees were held to accomplish 

this task.  Employees had two weeks to complete their questionnaires and give it to their 

immediate supervisor.  Supervisors then review each questionnaire and pass them on 

to department heads.  Employees are kept informed throughout the entire process -- for example, 

once the supervisor and department head review the questionnaire, a meeting is held with the 

employee to share any comments, additional duties or disagreements with any portion of the 

questionnaire the supervisor/department head may have.  This process is not used as an 

opportunity to address any performance issues. 

  

Once the department head has met with the employee, the questionnaire is forwarded to the City 

Manager.  All questionnaires are to be on the desk of the City Manager by March 7
th
.  The City 

Manager then has two weeks to review all questionnaires and forward them to the office of the 

Civil Service Commission for review.  Upon completion, they are finally sent to Fox & Lawson 

where they wil l review all questionnaires, interview various employees, and compile their results 

to be reported to the City Manager and the Civil Service Commission. 

  

The Civil Service Commission expresses their appreciation to Council members for funding the 

commencement of this study. 

 

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT:  

 

Building Permits ï New building and remodeling permits have slowed down for the winter 

months, but inspections on projects in progress have continued.  This department issued 10 

Building Permits for new construction and 19 Repair Permits.  Building plans have been 

received for a spec building at the City Center Industrial Park, plans to alter the Coleman Avenue 

car wash to include a commercial Laundromat and plans to convert some commercial space in 

the Stateway Plaza into a pizza buffet restaurant.  Several completed projects have been issued 

Certificates of Occupancy, such as the New Attitude Salon and the Chocolate Cottage (both on 

Coffeen Street), Johnny Dôs in the Paddock Arcade and a single family home on Emmett Street. 

  

Complaints ï We have received and investigated 150 cases, with 22 cases being referred to 

DPW for compliance and two cases being referred to City Attorneys. 

 



Education ï The Codes team completed education for the Word 2007 upgrade.  Our Code 

Enforcement Aide continued through Level II education for both Word and Excel 2007.  She 

also attended a workshop on February 20
th
 which discussed improving communication skills for 

women. 

 

522 Mohawk Street ï This department completed the demolition of the collapsed garage at this 

address as the owner failed to comply with our orders.  The owner will be billed for any and all 

charges. 

 

718 Superior Street ï While the department continues to work with the property owner on 

extensive property maintenance issues, appearance Tickets for the owner to appear at City Court. 

 

Appearance Tickets for City Court ï Appearance Tickets have been issued to the owner of 

263 Franklin Street for failure to obtain either a building permit or variance for the shed placed 

on the property.  An Appearance Ticket was also issued to the owner of 330 Coffeen Street for 

his failure to address the many property maintenance violations.  This office continues to use this 

process, when appropriate, as a tool to force compliance. 

 

Buildings and Grounds ï Snow and ice removal continued for both the Municipal Building and 

Flower Memorial Library.  Buildings and Grounds staff assisted with the setup for Super 

Tuesday Primary Day in the lobby of City Hall, as well as for the special state Senate election on 

February 26
th
. 

 

 

 

COMPTROLLERôS OFFICE: 

 

Debt Issue 
 

On February 15
th
 the City issued $7,345,000 in serial bonds and $4,165,000 in bond anticipation 

notes.  This issue will be used in part to refund the bond anticipation note that matures on 

February 27
th
.  The net interest cost over the life of the serial bond is 3.58%, with annual rates 

ranging from 3.25% in the early years to 4.00% in the later years.  The net interest cost of the 

serial bond is the lowest of any current outstanding debt issues of the City.  The interest rate on 

the bond anticipation note is 2.00% with a premium received of $28,500, which calculates to a 

net interest cost of 1.32%.  

 



The funds were borrowed to finance projects such as the Ten Eyck Street reconstruction 

($3,200,000), downtown streetscape enhancement project ($2,375,000), State Street 

reconstruction ($1,245,000), Iroquois Avenue West / Knowlton Avenue / Cosgrove Street water,  

storm and sanitary sewer upgrades ($591,000), fire pumper truck ($365,000), fire rescue truck 

($216,000), Thompson Park water pump house ($360,000), Ontario Drive water main 

replacement ($395,000), Greensview / Ives Hill sanitary sewer ($315,000) and the Arsenal Street 

water main replacement ($252,000). 

 

 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT:  
 

Hole Brothers ï Project was put back out to bid with the Black River Parks Project.  Bids are 

due back on March 6
th
.  Currently 13 bidders have sets of the plans and pre-bid meeting has been 

held. 

 

J.B. Wise Parking Lot ï Lu Engineers has submitted three alternative design plans for the 

project.  These will be reviewed by city staff, committees and the Council and then comments 

will be sent back to Lu Engineers for incorporating into the plan.   

 

Website Design ï CivicPlus has completed their portion of the project.  City staff is continuing 

to populate the site by updating and moving information from the old site.  An anticipated go live 

date is scheduled for March. 

 

Wayfinding Signs ï Infinite Media has completed the kiosk map which was added to the signs 

for the Request for Proposal (RFP).  The RFP for sign construction and placement is being 

completed.  Some signs in the Public Square area may have to wait for construction to be 

finalized before they can be placed. 

 

Mural Arts Program  ï Working with the Mural Committee to finalize the design for the side of 

the Urban Mission.  Will continue to work on the contract and schedule the artist for a May 2008 

project. 

 

Bicentennial & Marble Street Park ï EDR has submitted three design plans each for review 

and comment.  City staff met with EDR and provided feedback.  Feedback will be solicited from 

the River Committee, Advantage Watertown and the City Council.  A public meeting for design 

comments will be held in March. 

 

Erosion Management Plan ï GYMO held their initial scoping session and then presented 

additional information to qualify the scope of the project.  Some of this work will have to wait 

until water levels are lower. 

 

Library Brochure  ï Infinite Media is working with Barbara Wheeler and Christine Hoffman to 

complete a self-guided tour and brochure for the Library.  A professional photographer was at 

the Library on February 28
th
 to take the pictures for the brochure. 

 



Main Street Grant ï Working with Neighbors of Watertown and the Watertown Local 

Development Corp. to finalize plans for the façade and building renovation program.  Work will 

begin on this program in 2008. 

 

Downtown Comprehensive Plan ï Christine Hoffman and Ken Mix are working to complete a 

Downtown Comprehensive Plan.  Contacted the National Main Street Center and SUNY ESF 

about submitting proposals.  Ken Mix is finalizing the punch list of items to be covered by the 

proposal and then will send them out. 

 

Restore NY ï Christine is working with Empire State Development to finalize both state 

contracts for the Restore NY grant.  Work will begin on both projects this summer. 

 

 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT:  

 

State Street Reconstruction Project - Bids were opened on May 25, 2005 and construction 

began on this project on July 5, 2005.  The project is 92% complete.  Street reconstruction work 

with paving to binder grade is completed from Eastern Blvd. to Public Square.  The work 

remaining to be completed in the spring of 2008 are:  some plantings, traffic signal work, top 

course paving, final striping, and punch list items. 

 

Streetscape/Public Square Reconstruction Project - Bids were opened on March 8, 2006 and 

Villager Construction was awarded the contract and construction started in May 2006.  The 

project is 49% complete.  Street reconstruction work is delayed until utility relocations can be 

completed by Verizon and National Grid.  All the involved utility companies have signed utility 

agreements to facilitate the relocations.  Relocation of the required systems is proceeding 

according to the dates listed in the agreements.  Final clearance of the utilities is scheduled for 

April 2008.  The contractor will undertake reconstruction work as areas become available; 

however, the bulk of the reconstruction work will take place after April 2008.  The contractor is 

currently gathering item cost changes based on the delay in the project completion.  Over the 

course of the last few months, Staff submitted reimbursement requests to various State agencies 

totaling $1,050,698 for this project.   

  

Sidewalk Program - Work on the 07-08 assessment district started in September 2007.  Work to 

complete this district is projected to last until August 2008.  The proposed 08-09 assessment 

district will be presented to the Council for consideration in April  2008, with work beginning in 

August 2008. 

 

Ten Eyck Street Phase I & II - Detailed design is complete.  A public information meeting was 

held in November 2007 for property owners in the project area.  Utility companies have begun 

the process of relocating structures to facilitate the project.  Project plans have been approved by 

the DOH and NYSDEC.  Bids are to be received in early March 2008.  The projected start date is 

April 2008. 

 

Project Survey - Conducting project survey for the NSTS capital project. 

 



Butterfield -Barben &Chestnut St. - Final plan review and submittal to the NYSDEC for 

approval.  A public meeting was held on March 4, 2008 to discuss the plans with abutting 

property owners.   

 

Riggs Ave - Survey complete, in-house design underway. 

 

N. Michigan - Project survey is complete.  Design will be incorporated with the Bronson Street 

reconstruction project for FY 09-10. 

 

Washington Street Sidewalk - The design is 85% complete. 

 

Algonquin Ave. Sewer Main - Survey and design work will begin in the spring when the 

corridor is cleared by DPW. 

 

Washington Street Signal Light - The design is 75% complete.  Remaining work to be 

completed includes executing the easement for the pole bases and a detailed design of the signal 

by a consultant. 

 

Greensview/Ives Sanitary Sewer - Updating plans and bid book for a bid.  Currently preparing 

for a meeting with the property owners. 

 

CSO Long Term Control Plan - The City held a meeting with the NYSDEC on May 18, 2006 

to restart the CSO LTCP process.  DEC approved the Characterization, Monitoring and 

Modeling plan in September 2006.  Stearns & Wheler was selected as the consultant for the CSO 

computer modeling from submittals from the RFP.  This project will provide modeling for five 

of the twenty-five drainage areas within the City.  The Council approved the design services 

agreement at the December 18, 2006 meeting.  The first progress meeting with the consultant 

was held in April 07.  Phase I training for the modeling software was completed on December 

19
th
 and 20

th
 2007.  Phase II training was conducted on October 11, 2007.  The final training 

session will be held on February 28, 2008.  The completed model of the five basins and final 

report is to be complete in March 2008. 

 

Iroqouis Cosgrove Sewer Upgrade - Passero Assoc. began the reconstruction work started in 

July 2007 and substantially completed in October 2007.  The remaining tasks to complete are the 

delivery of the as-built drawings from the consultant, and ensuring the turf establishment has 

held through the winter. 

 

DEC Sewer Extension Requirements - 6 NYCRR Subpart 750-2 requires DEC approval of 

sewer extensions with flows greater than 2500 gal/day or more than one connected lateral.  Part 

of this approval is assurance from the City that adequate sewer capacity exists in the system.  

Developments with assurance letters submitted to the DEC since March 2006:  City Center 

Plaza, Towne Center, Pine Woods, Hampton Inn, Maple Park, Starwood, Leray Commons, 

Pleasant Acres, Columbia Development Ph I, Dorr Farm, Town of Leray DANC SD#1, Eagle 

Ridge, Summit Wood I & II, Watertown Apts., and Duffy Meadows.  Developments with 

capacity under review:  Liberty, Black River Development, Mall Expansion, Samaritan Medical 



Center, Morris-North Star Hatchery, Columbia Development Ph II, JCC Storage Building, and 

the Unaccompanied Officers Quarters on Fort Drum. 

 

Sanitary Sewer Flow Management Program - The City has begun the process to implement 

the requirement under 6 NYCRR Subpart 750-2 to enact and enforce legal instruments to control 

discharges to the Pollution Control Plant.  The City has held discussions with DANC to develop 

allocations for Fort Drum, all DANC outside users, and the Route 3 Sewer Board.  DANC will 

provide the required flow data that will be used to develop each allocation.  DANC has also 

provided copies of their approval process and inspection procedures for approval from the City.  

The allocation and the documents will be referenced in the Sewage Treatment Agreement with 

DANC. 

  

A similar process is also being developed with the remaining sewer districts to determine an 

allocation and to set up an approval process and inspection procedures.  These, in turn, will be 

referenced to the Sewer Agreement. 

 

NYSDOT Arsenal Street Reconstruction - We are coordinating on an as-needed basis with 

NYSDOT representatives to assist with the project. 

 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  

 

Fire Responses - On January 4
th
, fire fighters responded to a reported structure fire at 

1708 Ohio Street.  The initial crew quickly extinguished a kitchen fire that was caused 

by cooking.  An occupant of the home was treated for second degree burns to the hands 

and arms and was transported to Samaritan Medical Center. 

 

On January 24
th
 the department responded to a reported structure fire at 729 Morrison 

Street.  Fire fighters found a well involved single family house that was under 

renovation.  A second alarm was struck for additional staffing and a RIT Team from Ft. 

Drum. 

 

Mutual Aid Reponses - The Department responded on January 30
th
 for a multi-vehicle 

motor vehicle accident on Route 81 due to white-out conditions.  City fire crews 

responded to 26971 Eldon Drive in Evans Mills on the afternoon of February 7
th
, where 

crews provided RIT Team assistance to fire crews battling a stubborn resident structure 

fire. 

 

Other Responses - Fire crews responded on January 5
th
 to a serious motor vehicle 

accident involving a South Jefferson Ambulance which ran a red light and collided with 

a passenger vehicle at the intersection of Washington Street and Thompson Blvd. 

 

City fire fighters responded to 44 hazardous condition (power lines down, trees on 

power lines, trees on houses and cars) calls on January 9
th
 due to severe wind storms 

that struck the City and area. 

 



 

 

Training  - Fire fighters have completed classroom and some practical exercises on Fire 

Fighter Safety/Survivability and Rapid Intervention Teams.  City and Ft. Drum fire 

fighters participated in a joint training/procedure development meeting on the 

establishment and deployment of RIT Teams. 

 

Other Activities - On Tuesday, January 22
nd

, the Mayor of the City of Watertown 

presented Fire Fighter/EMT Keith Grant and David Johnston with the Fire 

Departmentôs Medal of Valor for their heroic rescue of occupants during the 201-205 

Academy Street Fire.  These same Fire Fighters were recognized for their heroism at 

the Italian American Club on February 27
th
.   

 

Chief Dan Gaumont attended a FEMA ñFire Actò ñFire Prevention Grantò review 

process at the National Fire Academy in Emittsburg, Maryland, January 7
th
 - 11

th
. 

 

 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY:  
 

HelpDesk - Effective January 2008, our department implemented a helpdesk system in order to 

track calls for assistance to determine type and volume as well as to monitor the solution for each 

call.   For the months of January and February, this department has received: 

 

 89 calls for Hardware support (computers, peripherals); 

 23 calls for Software problems (KVS, Hansen, etc); 

 4 calls for GIS & Mapping; 

 8 calls for the Telephone System; 

 25 calls for Other IT issues ï issues that fit in one or more categories or misc. 

 

City Website - We are in the process of transitioning all of our current web content and data into 

the new format using CivicPlus software, now about 95% complete.  The site is a template-based 

site with drop-down menus and will sport a new color scheme and consistent lay-out.  As this is 

a living document, there will be constant changes to the content which will be provided by the 

various department heads. 

 

Check Printing - IT Staff replaced the Comptrollerôs old check writing process which was 

printer based, with a newer software driven package for better portability which means that in the 

event that a printer fails, the checks can now be sent to secondary printer if needed. 

 

Online Payments - The IT department in conjunction with Comptrollerôs Office, viewed a demo 

on accepting online payments using software developed by Systems East in Cortland, NY, which 

will work with our current financial software.  Although there will be a convenience fee 

associated with the transaction,  it is anticipated that the public will welcome the ability to pay 

their bills (parking tickets, utility bills, misc. charges) via credit card, debit card and other 

automated methods online.  Systems East uses secure servers and has redundant servers to assure 

constant connection and no loss of data. 



Loan Payments - In March, our plans are to install a new loan repayment module in KVS for 

use with CDBG loan payment plans extending over 60 months. 

 

ID and Security Webcast - On February 28
th
, Sentinel Technology Group Inc. presented a 

webcast to the City Department heads reviewing the features of a card based system which 

provides secure access to computers and buildings as well as in field authentication for 

emergency service staff.  This technology is the same as the CAC (Common Access Card) in use 

by the DOD and many State and Local Governments. 

 

GIS - staff has completed about 50 updates to the tax maps, as well as 35 general map requests 

and approximately 600 changes to the sewer database.  GIS staff also used the high-precision 

GPS to assist DPW with the installation of a new weather station at the DPW barns.  In January, 

GIS staff applied for a SARA grant to convert City tax parcels from a CAD based system to a 

GIS geodatabase.  GIS and IT staff have also begun implementation of an ArcGIS server 

installation which will allow distribution of GIS data throughout the City.    

 

 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT:  
 

Waterworks Park Trail Extension Project ï 

This project was substantially completed in 

November with the installation of picnic tables, 

grills and benches along the trail.  The 

Department of Public Works completed the 

construction of the 1100ô paved extension of the 

trail last summer.  Topsoil was placed along the 

trail and a total of 17 trees were planted as well.  

Staff has completed the final report for the grant 

along with other close out documentation.  

 

 

 

 

Street Tree Program ï Staff provided the site inspection for the tree planting portion of the 

State Street Reconstruction Project in late October and November.  A total of 185 trees were 

planted along the street last fall bringing the total number of trees planted as part of the project to 

253.   

 

In December, Staff completed the Cityôs Tree City Application for 

Recertification for 2007.  On February 15, 2008, the City received 

notification from the National Arbor Day Foundation that Watertown has 

been named a Tree City USA for 2007.  This is the Cityôs eighth straight 

year receiving this award that recognizes communities across the country 

that meet certain criteria and have exceptional community forestry 

programs. 

 



Planning for the 2008 spring tree planting projects is underway.  Sites under consideration for 

planting through the Rotary-City project include the Arsenal Street Cemetery and the City Center 

Industrial Park.  Streets being considered for planting under the City DPW project include State 

Place, Sterling Street, Tilden Street, the 100-200 blocks of South Hamilton Street, and the 1100-

1200 blocks of Boyd Street.  In addition, trees will be planted in front of homes at various 

locations throughout the City.  Over the last two months, Staff conducted hazard tree evaluations 

on eight trees located throughout the City.  

 

Tree Watertown has also been discussing plans for Arbor Day 2008.  This yearôs Arbor Day 

ceremony will be held on Friday, April 25, 2008.  The location and time for the event will be 

named at a later date. 

 

Black River Parks Project (BRPP) ï This grant funded project involves riverfront 

improvements for the Abe Cooper site, the Veterans Memorial Riverwalk, Hole Brothers Park on 

Newell Street, and at the Fairgrounds.  The design for this project was completed last summer at 

which time the City solicited bids for construction.  The first round of bidding yielded no 

bidders.  The project was advertised again and only one bid was received with a price greater 

than the construction budget.  Environmental Design and Research, P.C. (EDR), the design firm 

for the project, along with City Staff made project scope and design changes over the last few 

months in order to get the bid prices more in line with the construction budget.  The project re-

design is now complete and the project is currently out to bid.  Bids will be opened on March 6, 

2008 and will be presented to the City Council in late March.  Construction is expected to begin 

in the spring. 

 

Shared Municipal Services Grant ï In December, Staff wrote a grant application to the New 

York State Department of State under their Shared Municipal Services Incentive Grant Program 

for funding for the Greater Watertown Water Quality Improvement Project. The project involves 

the evaluation of the greater Watertown water distribution system and the study of different 

options to control potentially harmful disinfection byproducts that are formed during the water 

treatment process.  The Town of Watertown was a joint applicant with the City for the $100,000 

project.  If funded, the grant will cover 90% of the total cost.  The remaining 10% will be split 

between the City and Town.  Grant announcements are expected this spring.   

 

Recreational Trail Master Plan ï Staff has been preparing a draft of a Recreational Trail 

Master Plan for the City.  The plan will identify areas throughout the City where future 

recreational trails can be developed.  The plan will include a trail network along the Black River, 

within Thompson Park and at key connections to housing developments and neighborhoods 

throughout the City.  The plan will be presented to the City Council for discussion this spring.  

When finalized, the plan will provide a framework from which future grant applications and 

projects can be developed. 

 

 

 

 

 



POLICE DEPARTMENT:  
 

Computers - The Watertown PD has taken delivery of 15 laptop computers that resulted from 

applying for and receiving a TraCs Grant from the New York State Police.  We are hoping to 

have these installed into the patrol cars over the next month.  This is an ongoing project to 

upgrade our computer equipment and bringing us closer to being dispatched by CAD.  The PD is 

working with Jefferson County Dispatch and the Watertown IT department to achieve this goal. 

Because of this grant, we have received new computers and hardware with a value of 

$100,000.00. 

 

Promotions - The Watertown Police Department is pleased to announce the promotion of two 

members. Officer James Spencer, a 17-year veteran of the WPD was promoted to Patrol Sergeant 

effective January 7
th
, 2008.  He is assigned to the afternoon shift (3-11pm).  Officer James 

McNitt, an 11-year veteran was promoted to Detective effective January 7
th
, 2008.  He is 

assigned to the Detective Division handling general crimes. 

 

Retirement - Officer Michael J. Stoffel retired effective December 31
st
, 2007.  Officer Stoffel 

started with the WPD on August 21
st
, 1987.  During his career, he was honored with three 

Meritorious Service Medals in 1988, 1991 and 1995.  He received an Honorable Service Award 

in 1995 and a Life Saving Medal Award 1998.  In 1997, he was honored by then State Attorney 

General Dennis Vacco for his role in the locating of two missing Watertown men. In July 1996, 

the men had gone exploring in abandoned caves off the now Veterans Memorial Walkway. 

Acting on a tip and using his past knowledge, Officer Stoffel checked the area and found a very 

small opening that the men used to enter the cave.  He also noticed that the dirt had recently been 

disturbed.  The men once inside and several hundred feet from the opening had their flashlights 

go dead and they were unable to navigate back to the opening.  Because of Officer Stoffelôs 

observations, the Watertown Fire Department was able to successfully enter the cave and rescue 

the men who may have perished if they we not located.    

 

Historical Society - In December 2007, the WPD investigated an attempted burglary and 

criminal mischief complaint that occurred at the Jefferson County Historical Society on 

Washington Street.  A window in the front door to the museum was broken during the attempted 

break in.  The window made of rare frosted glass dating back to the turn of the century is valued 

in excess of $1,000 dollars.  On February 22, 2008, the WPD detectives made an arrest in this 

case and have charged a 22-year old Watertown man with this crime.  He is being held in jail 

pending the outcome of his case.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



D.A.R.E Truck  - The Police Department has a new D.A.R.E. Truck- The truck is was donated 

on behalf of DealMaker Dodge and Inkwell Graphics of Watertown.   

 

 
 

 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:   

 

Snow Removal Operations - To date eighty-nine and 

one- half inches (89.5ò) of snow have fallen on the City 

this season. Snow removal operations are taking place 

around the clock.  These snow removal operations 

include the sanding, plowing, and removal of snow 

from the Cityôs streets, parking lots, crosswalks and 

sidewalks.  Since the beginning of the season, crews 

have logged a total of 3,470 man hours and 2,880 

equipment hours performing snow removal operations.  

The department has also ordered 4,100 tons of salt to be 

used during snow removal operations. 

 

Fire Alarm System - Upgrades to the fire alarm system have been 

completed at the Department of Public Works Newell Street complex.  

Heat detectors were installed within the former Central Garage building 

(547 Newell) and the storage building (337 Engine).  Both buildings 

are currently used for the storage of equipment and for completing 

minor repairs.  The new system ties into the fire alarm system located 

within the new Central Garage building (557 Newell).  The panel 

within 557 Newell was upgraded to provide both audio and visual 

alarms at the designated building when the alarm is activated. 

 

Parking Restriction Signage - No parking signs were installed along 

one side of the secondary streets located in the areas adjacent to the 

Samaritan Complex.  Signage was put in place to compensate for the 



parking displacement anticipated during the Samaritan campus expansion project.  The parking 

restrictions were established to provide for safe passage of emergency vehicles and two-way 

traffic. 

 

Emergency Management Plan - Public Works completed 

and submitted Annex G of the Emergency Management 

Plan to the Emergency Management Committee for review.  

This Annex provides guidance and assistance to personnel 

of the City of Watertownôs Public Works Department to 

carry out their assigned functions during times of domestic 

incident, regardless of cause, size or complexity. 

 

Ice Arena Evaluation Study -   

Bernier, Carr & Associates, P.C. were selected to provide architectural 

and engineering services relative to the evaluation of the Watertown 

Municipal Ice Arena.  The study will give the City of Watertown a 

solid capital improvement plan to address both short term and long 

term needs. 

 

Watertown CitiBus - In January, Watertown CitiBus received 

approval on the $89,000 capital application that was submitted for the 

purchase of a paratransit bus and four (4) bus shelters.  Also, in 

January, CitiBus submitted the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) mandatory Drug & 

Alcohol Management Information System Report for 2007 and participated in regional 

transportation meetings with Fort Drum and Fort Bragg transit systems.  Meetings were held to 

discuss the growth in the area and the need for transportation between Fort Drum and 

Watertown. 

 

Statewide Advocacy -  CitiBus participated in the New York State Public Transit Association 

Advocacy events that were held in Albany.  CitiBus, representing the rural transit system in this 

area, attended meetings and receptions with Albany Legislators and was able to secure funds 

from the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) for a ventilation system in 

the joint Transit/DPW garage facility.  CitiBus also participated in the NYSDOT Watertown 

Forum with the Commissioner, Astrid Glynn.  The focus for the panelists in this Forum was on 

rural mobility and accessibility. 

 

Route Expansion -  CitiBus is working on the NYSDOT 

Operating Assistance Application for 2007-09 and preparing 

for future route expansion, at Councilôs request, with the 

purchase of a new bus to be included at the proposed 2008-09 

Capital Budget.   

 

New Vehicles and Equipment - The City took possession of a 

hydraulic tree/brush mauler on February 25
th
.  This equipment 

will be used by the department for clearing lots, storm debris, 

right-of-ways, recreation trails, and fence lines. 


