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January 2008                                                               
City  Managerõs 

Update Report 
 

 

ASSESSMENT DEPARTMENT: 

City Assessment Website - The Cityôs Assessment information web application is now 

available on-line.  Links are available directly from the Cityôs homepage and through our GIS 

iMap application.  Assessment information for 2006 and 2007 is currently available and 2008 

tentative assessment information will be available once the tentative rolls are completed in 

January.  We are currently working on an informational brochure describing the web 

application and its features.  

Level of Assessment - Our tentative roll will be filed on January 15
th
 and I anticipate the level 

of assessment will be at 97% of full value.  This level is determined in consultation with our 

representative at the NYS Office of Real Property Services and should be our 2008 

equalization rate. 

Exemption Renewals - In addition to mailing out pre-printed renewal forms in September, 

we were also able to send out reminders (along with new forms) in December to those people 

that had not yet renewed.   This strategy proved not only very useful in getting renewals back 

but was also very much appreciated by those who had received the reminders.  This practice 

was made possible by our automation of the renewal process.  We will be making the mailing 

of reminders an annual event. 

State Aid - The City was notified that we would be receiving $42,275 in Annual Assessment 

Aid for our annual reassessment completed for 2007. 

Real Estate Market - Although the nationwide decline of the housing and credit markets 

seem to be having dramatic effects on some markets, the City has not seen any large increases 

in foreclosures or decreases in value.  We have seen a definite slowdown in the increase of 

value.  NYS Office of Real Property Services estimates the residential market in the City to 

have appreciated 8% in the last year (July 1 ï June 30).  The prior two years they estimated the 

increase to be 18% per year. 
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City of Watertown Real Estate Market Snapshot 

Single-family homes Oct-Nov 07 Aug-Sep 07 Oct-Nov 06 

2-Year  

2 month 

Average 

Number of valid sales 44 64 46 47.5 

Average sale price $118,400 $124,300 $121,700 $114,600 

2 & 3 family homes     

Number of valid sales 9 7 8 11.5 

Average sale price $107,500 $85,900 $100,500 $88,700 

Commercial     

Number of valid sales 4 10 3 6.8 

Average sale price $196,300 $447,300 $65,200 $388,400 

 

 

CITY CLERKôS OFFICE: 

 
Teddy Bear Tea - The City Clerkôs Office staff volunteered at the Teddy Bear Tea at the 

Jefferson Co. Historical Society on December 15
th
.  The event was attended by 45 

youngsters who brought their teddy bears.  The program included craft projects, face 

painting, games & refreshments and of course, a visit from Squire Bear and Mr. & Mrs. 

Claus. 

 

Summer Youth Employee - Gisela Ocasio, a summer youth employee in the Clerkôs & 

Historianôs Office, was featured in the Watertown Daily Times this month.  Gisela is a 

star volley ball player at WHS and plans on working in our office next summer. 

 

Volunteers - The City Clerkôs Office staff treated Clancy Hopkins and Doris Monterey, 

volunteers in the Historianôs Office, to dinner at the Crystal Restaurant to thank them for 

their service throughout the year. 

 

Marriage Licenses - As of December 28
th
, we have issued 960 marriage licenses and 

have performed 475 ceremonies.  While not hitting our goal of 500 ceremonies for the 

year, we did increase the number of ceremonies by 83 over last year.  
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CODE ENFORCEMENT: 
 

Building Permits ï This office continued with a busy building season, issuing 32 

Building Permits for new construction and 48 Repair Permits.  We have received building 

plans for two more Habitat for Humanity homes on North Michigan Avenue, interior 

alteration and expansion of Panda Buffet in the Price Chopper Plaza, and a permit has 

been issued for the work to start on the foundation for the new parking garage at 

Samaritan Medical Center.  Several completed projects have been issued Certificates of 

Occupancy, such as, a new single family home at 200 Palmer Street, a new single family 

home at 732 Emmett Street, a new single family home at 1131 Superior Street built by 

Habitat for Humanity, the newly completed McDonaldôs, the newly completed Buffalo 

Wild Wings, and the final buildings at Starwood Apartments. 

 

Complaints - We have received and investigated 152 cases, with 13 cases being referred 

to DPW for compliance and 4 cases being referred to our City Attorney. 

 

Winter Weather  - A Press Release was issued December 7, 2007, reminding City 

residents to keep their sidewalks clear of snow and ice. 

 

Education - Our team participated in a half day course on Fire Alarms November 8
th
. 

 

201-205 Academy Street - This department responded to the fire on December 8, 2007, 

and assisted with the demolition of the top floors of the building.  This property was 

condemned for occupancy, and we then worked with the property owner on finalizing the 

demolition in its entirety to include cleanup of the site. 

 

126 Ward Street - The condemnation of this property was released on November 20, 

2007, based on inspections made.  This office will again address the exterior of the 

property with the owner in the spring of 2008. 

 

1205-1207 Columbia Street - After the fire of November 12, 2007, this office worked 

with the owner for final cleanup of the site.  Due to failure of compliance, the City of 

Watertown made arrangements to have the site cleaned up. 

 

Condemnations - Three properties in the City have been condemned for occupancy:  718 

Superior Street, 111 South Orchard and 111 Phelps Street.   

 

 

COMPTROLLERôS OFFICE: 

 

Delinquent School Taxes - In accordance with Section 1332 of the Real Property Tax 

Law, the City Comptrollerôs Office has turned over the 2007-08 delinquent school taxes 

for collection.  The City Comptroller is the tax enforcing officer for unpaid taxes levied 

within the City limits.  The City will earn 5% of the amount of principal and interest 

collected.  
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Watertown City School District: 

 

 Fiscal Year   Number of Accounts  Amount Outstanding 

 2007-08    683    $476,346 

 2006-07    666    $411,008 

 2005-06    676    $583,752 

 2004-05    631    $609,714 

 2003-04    684    $691,454 

  

General Brown School District: 

 

 Fiscal Year   Number of Accounts  Amount Outstanding 

 2007-08    1    $ 301 

 2006-07    1    $ 344 

 2005-06    0    $ - 0 - 

 2004-05    0    $ - 0 - 

 2003-04    0    $ - 0 -  

 

 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT : 

 
Hole Brothers - Project will be separated from the Black River Parks Project and put 

back out to bid in January 2008. 

 

J. B. Wise Parking Lot - Lu Engineers has begun the design phase of this project.   

 

Website Design - CivicPlus is moving along on this project.  They were delayed for a 

week, due to their location in Kansas not having power after a snow/ice storm.  This 

project is scheduled to be completed in February 2008. 

 

Wayfinding Signs - Infinite Media is completing design work on the signs based on the 

new Downtown Brand/Look.  The Request for Proposal (RFP) for sign construction and 

placement is being completed.  Some signs in the Public Square area may have to wait 

for construction to be finalized before they can be placed. 

 

Mural Arts Program  - Contractual issues prevented the selected artist from being able 

to complete the project this year.  We will continue to work on the contract and schedule 

the artist for a spring 2008 project. 

 

Bicentennial Park - RFP was completed and sent out for the design phase.  Firms were 

interviewed and EDR was selected.  A contract is before the Council for approval. 

 

Marble Street Park - RFP was completed and sent out for the design phase.  Firms were 

interviewed and EDR was selected.   A contract is before the Council for approval. 
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Erosion Management Plan - RFP was completed and GYMO was selected to complete 

the plan.  The contract has been approved and work will begin shortly. 

 

Library Brochure  - Working with Barbara Wheeler to complete a self-guided tour and 

brochure for the Library.  Infinite Media was awarded a contract to complete the layout, 

design and production of the brochure. 

 

Main Street Grant - Working with Neighbors of Watertown and the Watertown Local 

Development Corp. to finalize plans for the facade and building renovation program.  

Work will begin on this program in 2008. 

 

Restore NY - Working with Empire State Development and Neighbors of Watertown to 

finalize the state contract for the Restore NY grant for the Franklin Building.  Work will 

begin on this building in 2008. 

 

 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT : 
 

State Street Reconstruction Project - The project is 92% complete.  The work 

remaining to be completed in the spring of 2008 are:  some plantings, traffic signal work, 

top course paving, final striping, and punch list items. 

 

Streetscape/Public Square Reconstruction Project - The project is 49% complete.  

Street reconstruction work is delayed until utility relocations can be completed by 

Verizon and National Grid.  All the involved utility companies have signed utility 

agreements to facilitate the relocations.  Relocation of the required systems is proceeding 

according to the dates listed in the agreements.  Final clearance of the utilities is 

scheduled for April 2008.  The contractor will undertake reconstruction work after April 

2008. 

 

Sidewalk Program - Work on the 07-08 assessment district was started in September 

2007.  This remaining work is projected to last until August 08.  The proposed 08-09 

assessment district will be presented to the Council for consideration in Jan/Feb 08. 

 

Drive Access (Anthony Street) from Public Square to J.B. Wise Parking Lot - The 

Engineering Department made a preliminary survey and completed initial design work on 

the proposed connector road from Public Square to the J.B. Wise parking lot.  This work 

was coordinated with the Downtown Development Specialist and the Planning 

Department to include potential J.B. Wise Parking Lot improvements, Downtown 

Streetscape interface, and LWRP initiatives.  We have received SHPO approval for the 

Anthony St. curb work and are proceeding with the plan to have Villager perform the 

curb work within the current project limits.  The design and construction of the remaining 

portion was incorporated as part of the scope of the J.B. Wise project. 

 

Western Blvd-Gaffney Drive Connector Road - Topographic and boundary survey 

work has been completed for use in developing a preliminary street design and order of 
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magnitude estimates for the construction of a connector road between Arsenal and 

Coffeen Streets in the vicinity of the Stateway Plaza.  The proposed connector road will 

compliment the work that the NYSDOT is performing on Arsenal Street.  The 

preliminary street corridor has been developed by the Engineering Department.  Three 

meetings have been held with the owners of the Stateway Plaza.  The proposed corridor 

was presented to the Council at the December 11, 2006 Work Session.  The detailed 

design work will be performed through a consultant.  An RFP will be developed for 

consultant selection, and will be progressed through a consultant from the City LDSA 

Consultant Short List.  Scoping meetings for the design services agreement will be held 

after a final meeting with property owners along the proposed corridor has taken place. 

 

Ten Eyck Street Ph. I & II Reconstruction Project - A public information meeting was 

held in November 2007 for property owners in the project area.  Utility companies have 

begun the process of relocating structures to facilitate the project.  Project plans have 

been submitted to the DOH and DEC for approval.  The programmed start is April 2008. 

 

Butterfield -Barben &Chestnut St. - Final plan review and preparation for property 

owner meetings is underway. 

 

Sterling Street - An ñin-houseò design by the Engineering Department, this project was 

constructed by DPW crews.  Engineering provided field assistance as needed.  As built 

drawings will be developed in the spring. 

 

N. Michigan - Project survey is complete.  Design will be incorporated with the Bronson 

Street reconstruction project for 08-09. 

 

Washington Street Sidewalk - The design is 85% complete. 

 

Algonquin Ave. Sewer Main - Survey and design work will begin in the spring when the 

corridor is cleared by DPW. 

 

Washington Street Signal Light - The design is 75% complete.  Remaining work to be 

completed is to receive a detailed design of the signal by a consultant. 

 

Greensview/Ives Sanitary Sewer - Updating plans and bid book for a bid in late winter.   

Currently preparing for a meeting with the property owners. 

 

CSO Long Term Control Plan - The City held a meeting with the NYSDEC on May 

18, 2006 to restart the CSO LTCP process.  DEC approved the Characterization, 

Monitoring and Modeling plan in September 2006.  Stearns & Wheler was selected as the 

consultant for the CSO computer modeling from submittals from the RFP.  This project 

will provide modeling for five of the twenty-five drainage areas within the City.  The 

Council approved the design services agreement at the 18 Dec 06 meeting.  The first 

progress meeting with the consultant was held in April 2007.  Phase I training for the 

modeling software was completed on July 19
th
 & 20

th
.  Phase II training was conducted 
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on October 11, 2007.  The completed model of the five basins is scheduled to be 

complete in February 2008. 

 

I roquois Cosgrove Sewer Upgrade - Passero Assoc. was selected as the consultant for 

the design and was approved by the Council in January 07.  Preliminary Plans were 

submitted on February 21, 2007.  The project was bid on May 23, 2007.  Bat-Con, the 

contractor, was awarded the contract and given notice to proceed on June 20, 2007.  

Reconstruction work started in July 2007 and substantially completed in October 2007.  

The remaining task to complete is the delivery of the as-built drawings from the 

consultant. 

 

DEC Sewer Extension Requirements - 6 NYCRR Subpart 750-2 requires DEC 

approval of sewer extensions with flows greater than 2500 gal/day or more than one 

connected lateral.  Part of this approval is assurance from the City that adequate sewer 

capacity exists in the system.  Developments with assurance letters submitted to the DEC 

since March 2006:  City Center Plaza, Towne Center, Pine Woods, Hampton Inn, Maple 

Park, Starwood, Leray Commons, Pleasant Acres, Columbia Development Ph I, Dorr 

Farm, Town of Leray DANC SD#1, Eagle Ridge, Summit Wood I & II, Watertown 

Apts., and Duffy Meadows.  Developments with capacity under review:  Liberty, Black 

River Development, Mall Expansion, Samaritan Medical Center, Morris-North Star 

Hatchery, Columbia Development Ph II, and the Unaccompanied Officers Quarters on 

Fort Drum. 

 

Sanitary Sewer Flow Management Program - The City has begun the process to 

control discharges to the Pollution Control Plant.  The City has held discussions with 

DANC to develop allocations for Fort Drum, all DANC outside users, and the Rte 3 

Sewer Board.  DANC will provide the required flow data that will be used to develop 

each allocation.  DANC has also provided copies of their approval process and inspection 

procedures for approval from the City.  The allocation and the documents will be 

referenced in the Sewage Treatment Agreement with DANC. 

 

A similar process is also being developed with the remaining sewer districts to determine 

an allocation and to setup an approval process and inspections procedures.  These in turn 

will be referenced to the Sewer Agreement. 

 

NYSDOT Arsenal Street Reconstruction Project - The City is coordinating on an as-

needed basis with NYSDOT representatives to assist with the project. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT : 
 

Fire Responses - On the evening of Saturday, November 10, 2007, City fire fighters 

responded mutual aid to Fort Drum .  Units arrived on scene of a dormitory fire on 5
th
 

Armored Drive and conducted rapid intervention team duties for the Fort Drum Fire 

Department. 
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Fire crews responded to a reported structure fire at Riverside Apartments located at 

307 Mill Street on Sunday, November 11
th
.  First arriving fire units found smoke in the 

entryway and reports of smoke on floors 2, 4, and 5 along with a smoke detector 

activation on floor 6.  Crews immediately determined there to be an active fire in the 

elevator which they extinguished, which resulted in the earlier reports of fire on the 

various floors as the elevator traveled up and down in the building.  The fire was 

investigated by the Fire-Police Fire Cause and Origin Team and determined to be an 

intentionally set fire. 

 

On Monday, November 12
th
, the Department responded to a structure fire at 1203-1205 

Columbia Street.  First arriving units found a vacant structure fully involved.  The fire 

subsequently spread to the occupied house at 202 N. Indiana Ave., and the garage at 206 

N. Indiana Ave.  The radiant heat from the fire building damaged 10 exposure buildings 

and autos as well as a City Fire Engine.  Mutual aid was received at the scene from Ft. 

Drum, and at the station to provide community protection from the Town of Watertown 

and Black River Fire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

On Wednesday, November 21
st
 the Department received a request for mutual aid from 

the US Postal Investigative Services at the Chaumont Post Office.  The Post Office 

had received mail with a white powder and City HazMat personnel assisted Postal 

Investigators. 

 

City fire fighters were requested mutual aid to the Village of Brownville for an industrial 

accident on Wednesday, December 5
th
.  Upon arrival crews entered the Brownville 

Specialty Paper facility with high pressure air bags with the intent of raising a 5 ton roll 

of paper from the patient, however the incident was reassessed and determined to be a 
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body recovery and not a rescue operation, therefore rescue was released by the 

Brownville Fire Department. 

 

The Department was dispatched mutual aid twice on the evening of December 5
th
 to the 

intersection of Holcomb Street and Ives Street for a strong natural gas odor.  The 

incident was turned over to the Town of Watertown and National Grid for mitigation. 

 

On the morning of Saturday, December 8, 2007 fire fighters responded to a reported 

structure fire at 201-205 Academy Street.  Responding crews found a 30 unit apartment 

building with heavy smoke and fire erupting from the third floor.  While a number of 

companies aggressively attacked the quickly spreading fire, a second crew battled 

through heavy flames to rescue two occupants from the rear of the structure over a 

burning wooden fire escape and they were transported by Guilfoyle Ambulance to SMC.  

The entire Department was recalled, and mutual aid was received at the scene from Ft. 

Drum, and at the fire stations from Brownville, Black River, North Pole and Town of 

Watertown.  Through investigation by the Fire Department and Watertown Police 

detectives, it was determined that arson was the cause. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tra ining - Battalion Chief Dale Herman attended an advanced incident command course 

held at the National Fire Academy in Emittsburg, MD during the week of November 11
th
 

-17
th
.   

 

Six recently hired fire fighters traveled to Utica, NY, to take the National Fire Fighter I & 

II certification test.  All six passed the test and have been certified. 
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City Fire Officers received training from the NYS Office of Fire Prevention and Control 

in Hazardous Materials Operations Safety, and Hazardous Materials Operations Incident 

Command. 

 

Acquisitions - The Department recently received a new fire extinguisher training 

simulator that was purchased with FEMA Fire Act Grant funding.  This will be used 

extensively by the Fire Prevention Bureau for fire safety education. 

 

The Department recently received a 2008 staff vehicle which will be placed into 

commission over the next few weeks. 

 

Community Involvement - Chief Gaumont recently participated at the Veteranôs Day 

program at the VFW as the guest speaker.  The Fire Fighterôs Benevolent Association 

held their annual Childrenôs Christmas Party on December 2
nd

. 

 

 

FLOWER MEMORIAL LIBRARY : 
 

Historic Restoration Project - Work on this project, which included restoration of the 

interior of the dome, stained glass work, historic decorative painting, restoration of art 

work, marble cleaning, and woodwork refinishing in the original portion of the Library 

building is very near completion.   

 

The stained glass contractor has completed the restoration and installation of the oculus 

in the dome, the skylights in the mezzanine, and the five transoms over the doors on the 

first floor.  Marble floors and stairs have been cleaned and the wood floors have been 

refinished.                             
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY:  

 
Office 2007 - This department is completing installation of Office 2007 on computers 

throughout the City's departments following up on the Office 207 training conducted in 

November.  Coordinating the next round of training scheduled in January with the 

ATTAIN lab personnel and the vendor.  

 

Computer Equipment Replacements and Upgrades - Computer hardware 

replacements and servers ordered for upcoming projects have arrived and are being 

processed, configured and installed.  

 

City Website - CivicPlus has been selected to continue development of the City Web 

site. Staff is working with the vendor to assemble content and develop navigation for the 

new site.  Go-Live date is slated for February 2008. 

 

City Fiber  - Connections to the Massey Street Fire Station have been established and 

activated.  The existing paid circuits to the Fire facility will be canceled.  Connection to 

the DPW facility have also been established as of 12/30 and work to complete the 

transition will continue followed by cancellation of existing paid circuits to the facility. 

 

Mobile Computing - Work is still progressing with Jefferson County and MobileTec to 

deploy the MobileTec system in the Fire Department.  Vendor work on the County's 

message switch has delayed the anticipated January 1, 2008 rollout, until sometime in 

January 2008.  

 

GIS - The GIS Section is preparing an application for a NYS Archives and Records 

Management grant to convert CAD based parcel maps into GIS format.  A representative 

from the NYS Archives and Records department met with GIS and IT staff on December 

28th to discuss the application process.  Two State Archives and Records grants funded 

the City's initial development of the GIS system. 
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Review and correction of links between sewer drawings and GIS layer of sewer lines and 

review of the City map is underway. Continued work on City tax map and sewer map 

updates.  Integration of Cartegraph system and GIS continues to progress.  Modification 

of the sewer addition spreadsheet to facilitate tracking of defects.  Assisted Engineering 

by preparing map focusing on the Riggs Avenue area for the next sewer project. 

Completed zone survey of City.  Beginning work on the water map, reviewing existing 

resources for inclusion into GIS.   

 

 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT : 
 

Personnel ï Effective January 7
th
 2008 the following promotions will take effect.  

Officer James Spencer, a 17 year veteran, is promoted to sergeant and will be assigned to 

the ñCò Platoon.  Officer James McNitt, an 11 veteran, is promoted to detective and will 

be assigned to general crimes unit. 

 

DARE - The Watertown Police Department DARE program has taken delivery of a 2007 

Dodge Dakota pickup truck courtesy of Dealmaker Dodge on Arsenal St.  The vehicle 

will be on loan for 27 months and will be easily recognizable with the traditional 

ñDAREò logo and markings.  The vehicle will be outfitted with emergency lights and 

siren and will be used for patrolling around school zones.   

  

Holiday Cheer and Giving - With the assistance of the Watertown Police Benevolent 

Association, WPD members participated in two worthwhile holiday giving campaigns. 

Thank You PBA. 

 

Shop with a Cop ï This program identified 39 local children who were in need this year. 

They were allowed to shop for gifts for themselves and their families. Each child also 

received a new coat, snow pants, hat and gloves. Children shopped at Wal-Mart with 

local Police, Fire and EMS volunteers.  Thirteen officers from the WPD participated.  All 

participants were treated to a pizza party and all involved reportedly had a wonderful day.  

The PBA donated $500 towards this program.   

  

Toys for Tots - program is sponsored by the US Marine Corps and department members 

donated new toys for the Marines to distribute.  In addition to the toys donated by 

department members, the PBA gave union members $500 to help fill the toy box.  

 

Academy St. Fire - On December 8, 2007, a fire broke out at 201-205 Academy Street. 

The apartment building, which contained 30 units, was a total loss and 33 tenants were 

displaced because of the fire.  Through investigation by the fire department and 

Watertown Police detectives, it was determined that arson was the cause.  A suspect was 

developed and he was believed to have fled to the New York City area.  A warrant of 

arrest was issued for Arson in the 2
nd

 degree.  On December 24, 2007, officers from our 

department traveled to the Bronx and the defendant was brought back to Watertown to 

answer the charge. 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT : 
 

Snow Removal Operations - As of December 27, 

2007, twenty two and a half inches (22.5ò) of snow has 

fallen on the City this season.  Snow removal 

operations are taking place around the clock.  These 

snow removal operations include the sanding, plowing, 

and removal of snow from the Cityôs streets, parking 

lots, crosswalks and sidewalks.  Since the beginning of 

the season, crews have logged a total of 3,470 man 

hours and 2,880 equipment hours performing snow 

removal operations.  The department has also ordered 

1,900 tons of salt to be used during snow removal 

operations. 

 

 

Holiday Decorations - Holiday Decorations were placed around the City 

the week of November 5
th
 in preparation for the Tree Lighting Ceremony 

that took place on November 25
th
.  The placement of the decorations was 

accomplished on account of the combined efforts between the Buildings & 

Grounds Department and the Electric Department. 

 

Emergency Response 

Assistance - Public Works 

crews provided barricades 

used to secure the sites of the 

fires which occurred at 1205 Columbia Street 

and at 201-205 Academy Street. Upon the 

request of the code enforcement officer, a 

heavy equipment operator and an excavator 

were dispatched to the fire scene on 

Columbia Street to demolish the standing 

chimney.  

 

 In addition to placing barricades at the Academy 

Street fire, the Electric Department was called-in 

to place a generator at the traffic signal located at 

the intersection of Washington and Mullin Streets.  

CitiBus was also called to the scene to provide 

shelter and transportation for the residents affected 

by the fire at the 201-205 Academy St. apartment 

building. 
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Stone Street One-Way Signage - The one-way 

signage on Stone Street was reviewed by the Sign 

Department and updated per the Federal and State 

Manuals on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

 

Arsenal Street Parking Deck Signage - The three (3) 

overhead signs located on the Arsenal Street parking 

deck were raised 9-inches to allow for clearance of 

vehicles used during snow removal operations. 

 

Communication Systems Upgrades - Upgrades to the 

communication systems at City Hall, the Water 

Filtration Plant and the Sewage Treatment Plant have 

been completed by the Electric Department.  Two (2) 

new CAT5E communication lines were installed at City Hall.  A UPS unit was also 

installed at City Hall.  This unit will provide power back-up for all City communications.  

New T-1 phone lines and CAT5E communication lines were installed at the Water 

Filtration Plant and one thousand feet (1000ô) of single mode 12-strand fiber line was 

installed at the Sewage Treatment Plant.  The fiber installation connected the 

Maintenance Building to the Trickling Filter Pump Station. 

 

Watertown CitiBus - Pursuant to Section 17-B of the Transportation Law, Watertown 

CitiBus is required to prepare and submit a System Safety Program Plan (SSPP) for 

transportation safety.  On December 24, 2007 CitiBus received a letter stating that the 

Commissioner of New York State Department of Transportation, in consultation with the 

Public Transportation Safety Board, approved the SSPP submitted by Watertown CitiBus 

at its November 28, 2007 Board Meeting. 

 

New Vehicles and Equipment - The 

City took possession of a front end loader 

on November 15
th
.  The loader is a 2008 

Case 621E and will replace the present 

loader (1-076). 

 

The City also took 

possession of a salt 

spreader attachment to be used on the departmentôs Kubota tractor 

(1-009).  A bid for a new and unused hydraulic tree/brush mauler 

was accepted and a purchase order was placed for this equipment 

on December 4
th
. 

 

New Software and Technology - The Parks & Recreation 

Department purchased and will be implementing the 

ReservePartner system, a web-based tool for managing online facility scheduling.  This 
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system will provide the department with a comprehensive online parks and recreation 

brochure, with a searchable listing of all programs and facilities.  Public Works is 

continually expanding and improving its work/asset management software program and 

in November, the department purchased a mobile package.  The mobile package allows 

the synchronization of mobile devices to the office system, improving efficiency in the 

inventory and inspection of Cityôs assets.  In addition to the mobile package, Public 

Works also purchased the RapidPlan software program.  This program will be used to 

create traffic control plans for any disruptions to the roadway, such as work zones, public 

events and emergency services. 

 

 

WATER DEPARTMENT : 
 

Administration - The Superintendent continues to review site plans as they relate to 

water supply.  He is also involved on a daily basis with coordination of construction 

projects with contractors, the NYSDOT, City Planning, the City Engineerôs office, and 

regulatory agency personnel and continues his involvement as the project coordinator on 

the restoration project at the Flower Memorial Library. 

 

Town of Watertown - A revised contract agreement for water supply to the Town of 

Watertown was approved by the City Council and the Town Board, which will take affect 

on January 1, 2008.  The new agreement establishes a uniform rate for water supplied to 

the Town of Watertownôs water districts, replacing the four-step declining block rate. 

 

Water Plant (Compliance Requirements) - The Chief Operator continues working on 

compliance requirements for various regulatory issues.  Stearns and Wheler Engineers 

have completed the final design and preparation of the contract documents for 

replacement of the variable frequency drives for the pumps in the main pump station.  

The contract has been advertised and bids will be received and opened on January 16, 

2008 at 11:00 am in the office of the Purchasing Agent. 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


