
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF WATERTOWN 

December 20, 2004 
7:00 P.M. 

 
MAYOR JEFFREY E.  GRAHAM PRESIDING 
 
PRESENT:  COUNCILMAN STEPHEN J. BRADLEY 
   COUNCILWOMAN ROXANNE M. BURNS 

COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
   COUNCILMAN TIMOTHY R. LABOUF 
   MAYOR GRAHAM 
 
ALSO PRESENT: CITY MANAGER MARY M. CORRIVEAU 
   ATTORNEY ROBERT J. SLYE 
 
City Manager Corriveau presented the following reports to the Council: 
1 -  Commissioner of Deeds 
2 - Authorizing Sale of Real Property Known as 535 Water Street to Matthew J. 

Melvin, 541 Water Street, New York 13601 
3 - Proposed County Tax Rate 2005 
4 - Approving Data Processing Service Agreement, Watertown City School District 
5 - Authorizing Water Line and Sewer Line Easements Across the Rail Spur in City 

Center Industrial Park, MLR Realty, LLC 
6 - Approving Change Order No. 14 to Contract for Construction of DPW/Bus 

Maintenance and Storage Facility, General Construction, Bette & Cring, LLC 
7 - Approving Change Order No. 15 to Contract for Construction of DPW/Bus 

Maintenance and Storage Facility, General Construction, Bette & Cring, LLC 
8 - Approving Change Order #4 to Contract With Tuscarora Construction, Pearl 

Street Bridge 
9 - Approving Supplemental Agreement No. 2 to Architectural/Engineering 

Consultant Agreement, Pearl Street Bridge, Earth Tech of New York, Inc. 
10 - Amending Section 216-20 of the City Code – Veterans’ Memorial Riverwalk, 

Driving and Parking of Vehicles 
11- Approving the Request Submitted by Jan S. Kublick on Behalf of 81 Front Street 

Development LLC to Change the Approved Zoning Classification of 1280 
Coffeen Street Parcel No. 8-38-102 from Neighborhood Business to Planned 
Development District #22 and to Designate 5.4 Acres of Recently Annexed Land 
(Former Town of Watertown Tax Parcels No. 82.08-1-6 & 81-08-1-8) Planned 
Development District #22 With the Allowed Uses Being Restaurants and the 
Construction of Two 14’ x 48’Double-sided Billboards 

12 -   Monthly Financial Report 
13 -     State Street Reconstruction Project 
14 -   Police Department Staffing 
 
 



 2

 
 
COMPLETE REPORTS ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
 
Meeting opened with a moment of silence. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 
The reading of the minutes of the regular meeting of December 6, 2004 and the adjourned 
meeting of December 13,2004 was dispensed with and accepted as written by motion of 
Councilwoman Burns, seconded by Councilman Clough and carried with all voting in 
favor thereof. 
 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 
 
From the City Planning Board recommending that City Council approve the zone change 
request submitted on behalf of 81 Front Street Development LLC to change the approved 
zoning classification of 1280 Coffeen Street, Parcel No. 8-38-102 from Neighborhood 
Business to Planned Development District and to designate 5.4 acres of land (current 
Town Tax Parcels No. 82.08-1-6 and 82.08-1-8) Planned Development District with the 
allowed uses being restaurants and the construction of two 14’ x 48’ double-sided 
billboards. 
 

ABOVE PLACED ON FILE 
 
From Dr. Robert J. Kasulke, Health Code Officer, reported to Council that the flock of 
crows that have taken up residence on Washington Street pose no health hazard on the 
community. 
 

ABOVE PLACED ON FILE 
 

From Governor George E. Pataki announcing that the City of Watertown has been 
awarded a $400,000 Community Development Block Grant through the Governor’s 
Office for Small Cities 2004 competitive funding round. 
 

ABOVE PLACED ON FILE 
 
From David Johnson for damage to his vehicle on November 18th when his daughter, 
who was driving, struck a manhole cover lying in the street on Barben Avenue. 

 
ABOVE REFERRED TO THE BOARD OF AUDIT 

 
 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
 
No one spoke. 
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R E S O L U T I O N S 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
 

RESOLVED that the following individuals are hereby appointed Commissioner 
of Deeds for the term expiring December 31, 2006: 
 
 

City Employees 
  

Jason Badalato 
Suzanne M. Chartrand 
Gary R. Comins 
Maureen Bridget Connor 
Timothy M. Connor 
Mary Corriveau 
Erika Derouin 
Peter C. Keck 
Michael J. LaBarge 
Carolyn Meunier 
Alfred F. Murphy 
Otis N. Reff, Jr. 
Thomas S. Strejlau 
Roy E. Whitmore 
Heather R. Wood 

  
Non-City Employees 

          
Christine D. Bonney 
Dale Colligan 
Carmeline DeFranco 
Margaret S. Granger 
Patricia R. Macklin 
Joanne M. McClusky 
Peter J. Orvis 
Sandra L. Plummer 
Peggy A. Randall 
Vickie L. Rice 
Juanita L. Washer 
Rachel M. Wood 

      
    
SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN ROXANNE M. BURNS AND CARRIED 
WITH ALL VOTING YEA 
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INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN TIMOTHY R. LABOUF 
 

WHEREAS there has heretofore been bid in by the City of Watertown at a tax 
sale a certain lot of land known as 535 Water Street, approximately 66’x198’ in size, and 
also known and designated on the map of the Department of Assessment and Taxation of 
the City of Watertown, New York as Parcel No. 4-14-108.000, and 
 
 WHEREAS title to said land has since been retained by the City of Watertown as 
acquired at said tax sale, which title was retained by reason of the failure of anyone to 
redeem the same, and 
 
 WHEREAS said real property has never been assigned by the Council for a public 
use, and 
 
 WHEREAS the City Council desires to ensure that properties such as this 
property be brought into compliance with all applicable provisions of the New York State 
Fire Prevention and Building Code and all City of Watertown zoning and health codes 
within one (1) year of their sale to subsequent buyers, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 23, Subdivision 
(b) of the General City Law, Section 247 of the Charter of the City of Watertown as 
amended by Local Law No. 1, 1985, adopted December 3, 1984, effective January 17, 
1985, and the ordinance, Municipal Code, Chapter 16 adopted by the Council on June 6, 
1977, that the offer of $3,000 .00 submitted by Matthew J. Melvin for the purchase of 
Parcel No. 4-14-108.000 is a fair and reasonable offer therefore and the same is hereby 
accepted, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Jeffrey E. Graham, be and he 
hereby is authorized, empowered and directed to execute and deliver a Quit Claim Deed 
of said real property to Matthew J. Melvin upon receipt of the above mentioned sum of 
money in cash only by the City Comptroller, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the deed issued by the City contain a 
provision that if the property sold is not brought into compliance with all applicable 
provisions of the State Fire Prevention and Building Code and all City of Watertown 
zoning and health codes within one (1) year of the City’s delivery of the deed to the 
buyer, the City shall have the right to seek reversion of title to the City. 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN STEPHEN J. BRADLEY AND CARRIED 
WITH ALL VOTING YEA 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN TIMOTHY R. LABOUF 
 
 WHEREAS the Board of Legislators of the County of Jefferson, by resolution 
dated November 9, 2004, certified to the City that the contribution of the City of 
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Watertown to the taxes of the County of Jefferson for the Fiscal Year beginning January 
1, 2005 is $5,916,139.99,  
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Council shall and hereby does 
levy the said aggregate amount of taxes of $5,916,139.99, so ascertained and directed and 
to be certified to the City and to be extended on the Assessment Rolls by the City 
Assessor, as provided by Section 115 of the City Charter, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City does hereby levy a total fee of 
$6,066,173 to be collected at a rate of $9.8116 per $1,000 of assessed valuation, which 
total of $6,066,173 includes $18,456 in omitted taxes, and an amount of $131,577 which 
provides an excess in the amount due the County, which excess is for the purpose of 
partially meeting the City’s obligation to pay delinquent County taxes, to pay for property 
sold for delinquent County taxes, and to meet partially the expense of the City in carrying 
out the assessment and tax collection functions for the County tax. 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING YEA 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN TIMOTHY R. LABOUF  
 

WHEREAS the City of Watertown has computer equipment which has automated 
the functions performed within the City Assessment Department, and  
 
 WHEREAS the City Assessor’s Office is responsible for maintaining the records 
for all real property within the City of Watertown, and 
 
 WHEREAS the City has the ability to produce assessment rolls, print tax bills and 
maintain the data needed to accomplish these tasks, and 
 
 WHEREAS the Watertown City School District has a need for the services 
offered by the City’s Assessment and Information Technology Departments, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 
Watertown approves the Data Processing Service Agreement with the Watertown City 
School District, a copy of which is attached and made a part of this resolution, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager, Mary M. Corriveau, is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City of 
Watertown. 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING YEA 
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INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
 
 
 WHEREAS in connection with the construction of a new building by MLR 
Realty, LLC in City Center Industrial Park, new water and sewer lines will be installed, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS MLR Realty, LLC is requesting an easement to lay, construct and 
maintain a water pipe line and an easement to lay, construct and maintain a sewer pipe 
line on property owned by the City of Watertown containing a rail spur, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 
Watertown hereby authorizes and directs the City Manager, Mary M. Corriveau, to 
execute the water pipe easement grant and the sewer pipe easement grant on behalf of the 
City of Watertown, copies of which are attached and made part of this resolution. 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN STEPHEN J. BRADLEY AND CARRIED 
WITH ALL VOTING YEA 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
 

WHEREAS on August 18, 2003, the City Council of the City of Watertown 
approved the bid submitted by Bette & Cring, LLC, 18438 U.S. Route 11, Watertown, 
New York, in the amount of $2,848,000 for General Construction associated with the 
construction of a new DPW/Bus Maintenance and Storage Facility, and Transit Facility, 
and 

 
WHEREAS since that time, the City Council has approved Change Orders in the 

amount of $82,194.00, and 
 
WHEREAS Interim City Engineer Gary E. Pilon is now asking that the City 

Council approve Change Order No. 14 to this Agreement,   
 
NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby approves Change Order No. 14 to the General construction contract 
with Bette & Cring, LLC, in the amount of $2,074, copies of which are attached and 
made a part of this resolution, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City Manager Mary M. Corriveau is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the Change Order documents on behalf of the City of 
Watertown. 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN TIMOTHY R. LABOUF AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING YEA 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN TIMOTHY R. LABOUF 
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WHEREAS on August 18, 2003, the City Council of the City of Watertown 

approved the bid submitted by Bette & Cring, LLC, 18438 U.S. Route 11, Watertown, 
New York, in the amount of $2,848,000 for General Construction associated with the 
construction of a new DPW/Bus Maintenance and Storage Facility, and Transit Facility, 
and 

 
WHEREAS since that time, the City Council has approved Change Orders in the 

amount of $82,194.00, and 
 
WHEREAS Interim City Engineer Gary E. Pilon is now asking that the City 

Council approve Change Order No. 15 to this Agreement,   
 
NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby approves Change Order No. 15 to the General construction contract 
with Bette & Cring, LLC, in the amount of $1,652, copies of which are attached and 
made a part of this resolution, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City Manager Mary M. Corriveau is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the Change Order documents on behalf of the City of 
Watertown. 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING YEA 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
 

WHEREAS on February 17, 2004, the City Council of the City of Watertown 
approved the bid submitted by Tuscarora Construction Company in the amount of 
$1,889,527.40 as the lowest qualified bidder meeting the City’s specifications for the 
replacement of the Pearl Street Bridge, and 

 
WHEREAS since that time, the City Council has approved Change Orders in the 

amount of $102,710.34, and 
 

WHEREAS Interim City Engineer Gary E. Pilon is now asking that the City 
Council approve Change Order No. 4 to this Agreement, 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby approves Change Order No. 4 to the contract with Tuscarora 
Construction Company in the amount of $39,210.47, a copy of which is attached and 
made a part of this resolution, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City Manager Mary M. Corriveau is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the Change Order documents on behalf of the City of 
Watertown.  
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SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN TIMOTHY R. LABOUF AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING YEA 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
 

WHEREAS on October 16, 2000, the City Council approved the bid submitted by 
Earth Tech Northeast, Inc. in the amount of $622,275 for Engineering Consultant 
Services for the replacement of the Pearl Street Bridge, and 
 

WHEREAS on February 17, 2004, a supplemental agreement to the contract in 
the amount of $74,606 was approved by City Council, bringing the contract amount to 
$696,881, and  

 
WHEREAS Interim City Engineer Gary E. Pilon is asking that the City Council 

consider Supplemental Agreement No. 2 in the amount of $87,132, which covers the 
additional construction support/inspection, due to the time extension required to complete 
the project,  

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby approves Supplemental Agreement No. 2 for 
Architectural/Engineering Consultant Agreement with Earth Tech of New York, Inc. in 
the amount of $87,132, a copy of which is attached and made a part of this resolution, 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City Manager Mary M. Corriveau is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute Supplemental Agreement No. 2 on behalf of the City 
of Watertown. 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN STEPHEN J. BRADLEY AND CARRIED 
WITH ALL VOTING YEA 
 
 
 
 

O R D I N A N C E S 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
 

WHEREAS Section 216-20 of the Code of the City of Watertown, New York 
allows passenger vehicles to be driven through Veterans’ Memorial Riverwalk with 
certain restrictions, and 
 
 WHEREAS the City Council amended this Section on June 16, 2003 to allow 
such vehicle use in an effort to increase the usage of the park, and 
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 WHEREAS the City Council deems it in the best interest of the public to convert 
the Riverwalk back to a pedestrian-only walkway,  
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of 
Watertown, New York that it hereby amends the Code of the City of Watertown, New 
York by amending Section 216-20 to read as follows: 
 
  §216-20.  Driving and Parking of Vehicles. 
 

No person shall drive, ride or park any motor vehicle, 
snowmobile, or all terrain vehicle, as defined in New York State 
Vehicle and Traffic Law Sections 125, 2221, and 2281, within 
Veterans’ Memorial Riverwalk, other than in the designated 
parking areas, unless authorized. 

 
And, 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that said Amendment to the Code of the City of 
Watertown, New York shall take effect as soon as it is published once in the official 
newspaper of the City of Watertown, New York or printed as the City Manager directs. 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN STEPHEN J. BRADLEY AND CARRIED 
WITH ALL VOTING YEA EXCEPT MAYOR GRAHAM VOTING NAY 
 
(Unanimous consent moved by motion of Councilman Clough, seconded by Councilman 
Bradley and carried with all voting in favor thereof.) 
 
Prior to the vote on the foregoing ordinance, Councilman Clough remarked that allowing 
vehicular traffic on the Riverwalk was done to see how it worked out. However, there 
were many property owners in the area that were against it and it has proven not to have 
worked out well. 
 
Mayor Graham asked if it was necessary not to allow vehicular traffic on the walkway 
and if there were cases where vehicular traffic caused safety concerns. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau explained that when she and Councilwoman Burns were on the 
Riverwalk, there was a vehicle traveling in the wrong direction. She also explained that 
with pedestrians and bicyclists using the walkway, vehicular traffic is a hindrance to 
safety. 
 
Councilman Clough commented that he has seen very few vehicles using it. 
 
Councilwoman Burns commented that when Mayor Butler made the initiative, she wasn’t 
sure that it was the answer. However, she didn’t have a better answer for getting more 
people to use the street, so she was willing to give it a try. She commented that it is not 
wide enough for both vehicular and pedestrian traffic. She also remarked that she is 



 10

relying on the input from the businesses located there. She referred to the fact that 
Christine Hoffman had spoken with these businesses and it was the unanimous view of 
all the businesses surveyed that this be put back as it originally was to not allow vehicular 
traffic. She commented that the increased linkage from the Public Square area would 
occur with the downtown streetscape project. 
 
Councilman Bradley asked if anyone has addressed Mr. Derouin’s problem. 
 
 
Mrs. Corrieau remarked that at one point there was a sign that stated not to block the 
Newell Street intersection with Mill Street. 
 
Councilman Bradley commented that the problem isn’t so much the stopping at the 
intersection. He explained that this problem involves the fact that there is only one lane 
past the business and the other is a parking lane. However, motorists use the parking lane 
as another moving lane. He stated that he hasn’t heard anything about how this problem 
would be resolved. 
 
Councilman Clough remarked that he thinks the signage was taken down years ago. He 
also commented that over the years, it has always been very difficult to park in front of 
those businesses. 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
 

BE IT ORDAINED where Jan S. Kublick, on behalf of 81 Front Street 
Development LLC has made application by petition filed with the City Clerk, pursuant to 
Section 83 of the New York General City Law to change the approved zoning 
classification of 1280 Coffeen Street, City Tax Parcel No. 8-38-102 from Neighborhood 
Business to Planned Development District # 22 and to designate 5.4 acres of recently 
annexed land (former Town of Watertown Tax Parcels No. 82.08-1-6 and 82.08-1-8) 
Planned Development District # 22 with the allowed uses being restaurants and the 
construction of two 14’x48’ double-sided billboards, and 
 
 WHEREAS the parcels which are sought to be rezoned are as follows: 
 
 City of Watertown Tax Parcel No. 8-38-102 
 Current Town of Watertown Tax Parcel No. 82.08-1-6  
 Current Town of Watertown Tax Parcel No. 82.08-1-8 
 
And, 
 
 WHEREAS the Jefferson County Planning Board reviewed the zone change and 
zoning designation request at its meeting held on November 30, 2004, pursuant to 
General Municipal Law Section 239-m, and adopted a motion that the project does not 
have any significant County-wide or intermunicipal issues and is of local concern only, 
and 
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 WHEREAS the Planning Board of the City of Watertown recommended that the 
City Council approve the requested zone change and zoning designation request at its 
meeting held on December 7, 2004, and 
 
 WHEREAS the City Council deems it in the best interest of the citizens of the 
City of Watertown to approve the requested zone change and zoning designation request, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS a public hearing was held on the proposed zone change and zoning 
designation request on January 3, 2005, after due public notice, and 
 
 WHEREAS the City Council has made a Declaration of Negative Findings of the 
impacts of the proposed zone change and zoning designation request according to the 
requirements of SEQRA, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED that the zoning classification shall be 
changed for 1280 Coffeen Street, City Tax Parcel No. 8-38-102 from Neighborhood 
Business to Planned Development District # 22 and that 5.4 acres of recently annexed 
land formerly known as Town of Watertown Tax Parcels No. 82.08-1-6 and 82.08-1-8 
shall be designated Planned Development District # 22 with the allowed uses being 
restaurants and the construction of two 14’x48’ double-sided billboards, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Zoning Map of the City of Watertown 
shall be amended to reflect the zone change, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED this Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance of the 
City of Watertown shall take effect as soon as it is published once in the official 
newspaper of the City of Watertown or printed as the City Manager directs. 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN TIMOTHY R. LABOUF 
 
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILWOMAN BURNS TO SCHEDULE A 
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE FOR MONDAY, 
JANUARY 3, 2005 AT 7:30 P.M. 
 
MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN CLOUGH AND CARRIED 
WITH ALL VOTING IN FAVOR THEREOF. 
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COUNCIL DISCUSSED THE FOLLOWING TOPICS: 
 
Budget Report 
 
Mayor Graham asked about this. Mrs. Corriveau answered questions concerning the fact 
that the supplemental appropriations do not appear in this report. 
 
Sales Tax/Surplus Power 
 
Councilman Clough asked about these. Mrs. Corriveau explained that the City is ahead of 
last year as well as ahead of the budget for this year in regards to sales tax. She explained 
that she would be able to have a good picture of where we are in January relative to the 
sales tax. She explained that surplus power is holding its own. 
 
State Street Reconstruction 
 
Council reviewed the report from Interim City Engineer Gary E. Pilon. Mrs. Corriveau 
explained that the City has been able contact the majority of the property owners. 
 
Police Staffing 
 
Mrs. Corriveau explained that the Police Department would have five potential vacancies 
between now and the end of July 2005. 
 
Capt. Reff advised that the five would be definite vacancies. He also explained that the 
reason for this happening is because seven officers were put on the force all at one time 
in the 1980’s.  
 
Mrs. Corriveau advised that normally we wait for the vacancy to occur and then schedule 
a person for the academy and sometimes that means we might be a year without someone 
in the position.  
 
Councilman Clough remarked that we ran into this situation a couple of years ago when 
we couldn’t find an academy that was being held. He also commented that not hiring the 
officers could cost the City a lot of money in overtime. 
 
Councilman Bradley asked why the City didn’t hire a few last year and then a few this 
year so that we aren’t looking at so many all at one time. 
 
Capt. Reff explained that officers aren’t going to give a commitment a year ahead of 
time. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau remarked that officers have until the last day to decide whether or not 
they will retire. 
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Councilman Bradley commented that it makes more sense to hire them ahead of time and 
to rotate them into the system. 
 
Mayor Graham asked about salary and benefits. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau explained that they make around $33,000 to start and $35,000 after 
completing their training. She also explained that there is no “wait time” for their 
benefits. 
 
Mayor Graham commented that the cost would be approximately $100,000 to carry those 
people for five months. He questioned what other options for training were available. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau explained other options would be to hire someone away from another 
department or to send them to another academy other than here at the City. She explained 
that Canton has an academy which begins in January and graduates in May. The extra 
cost would be about $4,400 per person. 
 
Councilwoman Burns asked about previous discussions involving JCC doing the 
program. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau explained that there had been discussions about this. However, there still 
needs to be certain training from the Bureau of Municipal Police. 
 
Councilman Bradley questioned why the training couldn’t be done like it is at the zoo. 
They have a program whereby JCC pays the salary of the teacher and the classes are held 
at the zoo. 
 
Capt. Reff commented that we would have to have qualified instructors. 
 
Mayor Graham remarked that the whole Civil Service system limits who can be in the 
pool and thus limits new ideas. He stated that he is not sure that the present system 
creates diversity or intellectual stimulation. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau explained that the City has done outreach in trying to get people to sit for 
the exam. She also explained that Civil Service would be at the job fair trying to reach 
people at Fort Drum. She advised that there are 17 candidates on the City list of eligible 
candidates. 
 
Councilwoman Burns commented that JCC is an asset and any partnership would be 
beneficial.  She stated that she supported the early hiring in the Fire Department and she 
would support the early hiring for the Police Department. 
 
In answering questions posed by Mayor Graham as to what would happen next year, Mrs. 
Corriveau explained that this year and next year are unusual because of the number of 
individuals that are eligible to retire. She stated that she could not tell Council today what 
would happen next year. 



 14

 
Mayor Graham asked what would happen if there was just one vacancy. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau explained that she might look at Canton for just one. 
 
Councilwoman Burns asked when the psychological tests were given. 
 
Capt. Reff explained that they are given by Dr. Dancer after hiring. 
 
Councilman Bradley suggested that perhaps this would be the ideal time to beat the 
MMA drum again by taking the officers out of the satellite stations and putting them back 
in patrol. He stated that volunteers would still staff the stations. 
 
Councilman LaBouf remarked that he agrees with Councilwoman Burns. He stated that 
while it is interesting to ponder ideas, it is necessary to fill the vacancies and move 
forward. 
 
Mayor Graham commented that he has reservations about this and it is not a good 
precedent to set. 
 
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILWOMAN BURNS TO ALLOW THE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT TO DO AN EARLY HIRING TO FILL FIVE 
VACANCIES. 
 
MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN LABOUF AND CARRIED 
WITH ALL VOTING IN FAVOR THEREOF. 
 
Annexation 
 
Mayor Graham asked about the status of this. 
 
Attorney Slye explained that he has received the paperwork from the Town of 
Watertown. He explained that he didn’t see where they had filed it with the County 
Clerk. He stated that the City could do so. He also explained that the County Clerk filing 
would trigger the 30-day time frame.  
Mayor Graham asked about the billboard law. 
 
Mr. Mix explained that state law prevents a billboard from within 500’ of an interchange 
within a town. However, it would be allowed within a City. 
 
Mayor Graham asked Attorney Slye what the next step for the City would be. 
 
Attorney Slye explained that City Council would have to authorize him to proceed with a 
lawsuit if Mr. Donegan still requested the annexation. Two meetings have been scheduled 
concerning the annexation. One is with the Mayor, the City Manager and Mr. Donegan. 
The other meeting is between the attorneys. 
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Cloverdale 
 
Mrs. Corriveau advised that WHA met and authorized the transfer of Cloverdale 
contingent upon them doing Phase 1 and 2 of environmental review. She also advised 
that she and Mr. Mix attended the presentation that WHA did concerning assisted living. 
Staff looked at proposals for sites and has given WHA information concerning them. One 
of the proposed sites is already owned by WHA and is located behind the Northland 
Plaza. She explained that once the reviews on Cloverdale have been completed and the 
City knows the site is clean, we can obtain a release from the State concerning the low to 
moderate income restrictions. 
 
Street Light at Lansing & Francis Streets 
 
Councilman Clough asked that someone check into this, as it has not been working for a 
long time. 
 
Program for Training Restaurant and Bar Employees 
 
Mayor Graham referred to the incident that recently occurred in St. Lawrence County and 
asked why the program that was started by Chief Brothers wasn’t still in place. He asked 
why proactive things aren’t done instead of sending complaints off to Albany and fining 
people. He asked Mrs. Corriveau to find out what happened with the program. 
 
Capt. Reff remarked that the Community Police Officers do stop in to the establishments 
and talk with the employees. 
 
AT THE CALL OF THE CHAIR MEETING WAS DULY ADJOURNED AT 8:15 
P.M. BY MOTION OF COUNCILMAN CLOUGH, SECONDED BY 
COUNCILWOMAN BURNS AND CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING IN FAVOR 
THEREOF. 
 
Donna M. Dutton 
City Clerk 
 

Happy Holidays! 
 
 
 

 


