
COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
CITY OF WATERTOWN 

December 11, 2006 
7:00 P.M. 

 
MAYOR JEFFREY E.  GRAHAM PRESIDING 
 
PRESENT:  COUNCILMAN STEPHEN J. BRADLEY 
   COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
   COUNCILMAN TIMOTHY R. LABOUF 
   COUNCILMAN JEFFREY M. SMITH 
   MAYOR GRAHAM 
 
ALSO PRESENT: CITY MANAGER MARY M. CORRIVEAU 
   ATTORNEY ROBERT J. SLYE 

 
 

Presentation: 
 
Arsenal Coffeen Connector Road – City Engineer Kurt Hauk & Civil Engineer II Craig 
Ortlieb 
 
Mr. Hauk and Mr. Ortlieb presented to Council the layout for the Arsenal/Coffeen Street 
connector road from Western Boulevard to Gaffney Drive.  They noted that a portion 
highlighted on the map from Arsenal Street to just beyond the sign in Stateway Plaza is 
included in the Arsenal Street project.  
 
Council also discussed sewage and pump station arrangement within this project. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau mentioned to Council that regarding the Commerce Park Drive area, the 
City has had conversations with Dan Stern of JRC who has eight acres of land for sale 
and would be willing to consider an offer from the City for a portion of that land.  
 
Items for Discussion: 
 
Watertown Golf Course Lease  
 
Council discussed various options the City has regarding a long-term lease of 66.3 acres 
of land between the Watertown Golf Club and the City of Watertown. Mrs. Corriveau’s 
memo reminded Council that in October the City was approached by the Watertown Golf 
Club regarding their desire to make capital improvements to their facilities. The lease 
agreement is a result of the Club’s need for a long-term financial strategy. 
 
Mayor Graham pointed out that leasing a piece of property presumes that at some point 
the leasor would want that property back. He also mentioned that to lease just nine holes 



of the golf course would leave the owner of the other nine holes on stranded land as the 
two sections really are linked. 
 
Councilman Smith asked if the City has ever offered to sell the land to the golf course. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau replied that the land is reserved for cross country skiing in the winter and 
if the City owns it, the City can control what is done with it. She also reminded Council 
that the land is zoned Residence A.  
 
Councilman Clough asked if anyone has ever assessed the land being discussed. 
 
Mr. Butler told Council that in 1977 Pomeroy Associates assessed the land at the Golf 
Club. 
 
Mr. Mix reviewed a map of the golf course with the Mayor. 
 
Mr. Butler said that he recently reviewed the abstracts for the golf course. He added that 
the entire course is assessed for $468,000 and the clubhouse is assessed for $100,000.  He 
continued saying that he is not looking for a subsidy but that market value is important.  
Mr. Butler told Council what the value or selling prices of other golf courses in the area 
were.  
 
Mayor Graham commented that one piece of land should not be sold without the other 
and that Council could discuss it further. 
 
Mr. Slye told Council that the benefit of leasing versus selling is that the land is kept 
public. 
 
Councilman Clough stated he is leaning more toward a lease than selling. 
 
Councilman LaBouf commented that he advocates preserving it as public land. 
 
Councilman Bradley told Council that he is not necessarily opposed to selling but would 
like to see a lease signed. 
 
 
2007 Community Development Block Grant Application 
 
Mr. Mix reminded Council that applications for the competitive round of this grant 
application are due in early April.   
 
Mayor Graham inquired if the City is committed to the Franklin Building. 
 
Mr. Mix replied that is what he wanted to confirm tonight and stated that this would be a 
prime candidate for the 2007 application. 
 



Mrs. Corriveau suggested that Council have a back up for the application as well and the 
Owner Occupied Rehabilitation Program was suggested. 
 
126 West Lynde Street, Freda Symonds Property 
 
Mrs. Corriveau told Council that Mr. McWayne does not feel that this property is a threat 
at this time. 
 
Councilman Clough commented that the house is literally leaning and is worried about 
the weight of the snow. 
 
Mayor Graham asked if the City is able to get a quit claim deed. 
 
Attorney Slye said he doubted it very much.  He stated that the City got an administrative 
search warrant from City Court and that the house did not present a threat to the health, 
safety or welfare of the public.  
 
Mrs. Corriveau told Council that at the end of June the City will get title to the property. 
 
Mayor Graham said he assumes it is Council’s desire to tear it down immediately after 
that. 
 
Polling Places 
 
Councilman Clough told Council that he had recently received complaints about 
employees at the Fairgrounds polls taking up parking spaces needed for voters.  He stated 
that he heard this also happened at the State Office Building. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau replied that there was designated parking for voters at the State Office 
Building. 
 
Mayor Graham brought up the topic of the public not being allowed in schools for 
general elections but are allowed to vote there for school board elections.   
 
Mrs. Corriveau said it might be beneficial to invite representatives from the Board of 
Elections to address Council. 
 
 
Updated Police Department Rules and Regulations: Domestic Involving Police Officer 
 
Mayor Graham asked if the report is essentially what it was before. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau replied that there were a few changes. 
 
Council discussed at length Constitutional rights of police officers and the general public 
with regard to firearms.   



 
Snow Removal Sign 
 
Mrs. Corriveau showed signs to Council which will be strategically placed to heighten 
the public’s awareness of City Code as it relates to the placement of snow in the street or 
sidewalks. 
 
A memo written to Council from DPW Superintendent Gene Hayes states that these 
laminated notices are stapled to a wooden lath strip and then stuck in the problem 
snowbank.  The use of these notices, the memo states, will allow Public Works’ 
personnel to quickly identify and tag an offending area without needing to track down the 
property owner or contractor responsible for the placement of snow.  
 
Board and Commission Vacancies and Reappointments 
 
Mayor Graham asked that a resolution be drawn up to reappoint the City Constables. 
 
Council discussed the names of individuals who may be interested in serving on a board. 
 
Mayor Graham suggested asking Mr. Stever if he wanted to renew his position. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau said that on the Board of Assessment Review only Mr. Gaffney’s position 
expires this year.  
  
JCJDC Fast Facts 
 
Council was given a fact sheet to review. 
 
 
Work Session ended at 9:20 p.m. 
 
Amanda C. Lewis 
Deputy City Clerk 
 


