
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF WATERTOWN 

September 2, 2003 
7:00 P.M. 

 
MAYOR JOSEPH M. BUTLER PRESIDING 
 
PRESENT:  COUNCILWOMAN ROXANNE M. BURNS 

COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
   COUNCILMAN PAUL A. SIMMONS 
   COUNCILMAN JEFFREY M. SMITH  
   MAYOR BUTLER 
 
ALSO PRESENT: CITY MANAGER MARY M. CORRIVEAU 
   ATTORNEY ROBERT J. SLYE 
 
City Manager Corriveau presented the following reports to the Council: 
 
1 - Authorizing Sale of Real Properties, Known as Vacant Lots Fassett Street, Parcels 

No. 4-19-803.000, 4-19-804.000 and 4-19-805.000 
2 - Approving Agreement Between the New York State Unified Court System and 

the City of Watertown 
3 -  Authorizing Grant Agreement for Airport Improvement Project No. 3-36-0120-

17-03, Perimeter Fencing and Access Control Project, Watertown International 
Airport 

4 - Authorizing Funding to Support Economic Development Initiative, JCJDC 
5 - 7:30 p.m. – Approving the Relocation of Alpha Prompt Computer, Ltd., Into the 
 Empire Zone 
  
COMPLETE REPORTS ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
 
Meeting opened with a moment of silence in memory of the two 10th Mt. Division 
soldiers killed in Afghanistan this week. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 
The reading of the minutes of the regular meeting of August 18, 2003 was dispensed with 
and accepted as written by motion of Councilwoman Burns, seconded by Councilman 
Clough and carried with all voting in favor thereof. 
 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 
 
From Attorney Robert J. Slye concerning the August 15th meeting of the City’s Board of 
Ethics. This meeting was for the purpose of discussing the request of Councilman Paul A. 
Simmons for an advisory opinion concerning a potential conflict of interest because his 
son-in-law was being appointed to the position of City firefighter. The board determined 
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that Mr. Simmons’ relationship to his son-in-law did not rise to the level of a financial or 
private interest, which would prohibit his participation in, or approval of, contracts for the 
City’s Fire Department. The board further advised Mr. Simmons that he should publicly 
acknowledge his relationship to the new appointee in the interest of full disclosure. 
 

ABOVE PLACED ON FILE 
 
From the City Assessor advising that David Jeffers has offered to negotiate the sale and 
purchase of City owned property which is a VL 530 West Street, Parcel Number 1-24-
221.000, Lot Size approximately 75’ x 100’ 
 

ABOVE PLACED ON FILE 
 
From North Country Community Development Corporation concerning comments made 
by some Council members regarding the Iron Block property. All Council members were 
given copies of the communication. 
 

ABOVE PLACED ON FILE 
 

Claim against the City was received from Dora Bova for injuries she sustained when she 
fell near the intersection of Stone and Arcade Streets. 
 
 

ABOVE REFERRED TO THE BOARD OF AUDIT 
 

A summons was received in the matter of Michael L. Scully against the City of 
Watertown and the Watertown Police Department. 
 

ABOVE REFERRED TO THE BOARD OF AUDIT 
 

 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 
Donald Alexander, JCJDC Business Development Director, addressed the chair asking 
for Council’s support for hiring the outlet mall consultant. He commented that Mrs. 
Hanley and Mr. Fayle were also present this evening to lend their support for the project 
and to answer any questions the Council might have. He explained that the consultant is 
able to meet with the outlet mall developers and has success in other locations. He stated 
that while there is no guarantee that we will be successful, if we don’t try we wouldn’t 
see any results at all. 
 
Dan Francis, Harris Drive, addressed the chair stating that while he basically agrees with 
Mr. Alexander, he feels that the City Council, the County Legislature, Senator Wright 
and Assemblyman Aubertine could all send letters combined in a packet to these mall 
developers. He commented that people are tired of hiring outside consultants and then 
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having no results. He commented that while he likes the concept of having an outlet mall, 
he questions why we have to go to Virginia for a consultant. 
 
James Fayle, JCJDC Executive Director, outlined JCJDC’s role in the community in a 
presentation to Council. He explained the various aspects of economic development that 
the agency is involved in and stressed the importance of hiring the consultant for this 
proposed project. 
 
Mayor Butler referred to the successes that JCJDC has had such as Stream, Westelcom 
and the work they are doing with Ceramor. 
 
Councilman Clough asked how Mr. Fayle saw the outlet mall working with Destiny, 
USA. 
 
Mr. Fayle commented that he felt they would compliment each other. 
 
Councilwoman Burns asked where the outlet mall would be considered in downtown. 
 
Mr. Fayle explained that the Public Square area would work nicely and compared it to the 
downtown area of Lake Placid, where there are freestanding outlet stores. He stated that 
JCJDC does not have a lot of input in where they would be placed. 
 
Councilwoman Burns asked if downtown had been described to the consultant. 
 
Mr. Fayle responded that it had been. 
 
Mayor Butler commented that he had been in some of the meetings and downtown was 
discussed. 
 
Councilman Smith asked what this individual would do that local agencies couldn’t. 
 
Mr. Fayle explained that this consultant has direct contact with the developers and that is 
something that cannot be done by local agencies. 
 
Councilman Smith asked how many times the consultant has not been successful. 
 
Mr. Alexander responded that they had asked the same questions that are being asked 
here this evening. He stated that the consultant, Mr. Myers, has a proven track record and 
his references were satisfied with his work. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau commented that, in these meetings, they had talked about how this might 
very well help us in the future. 
 
Councilman Clough questioned why local development agencies couldn’t do this, if Mr. 
Simao is able to attract businesses to the area. 
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Mr. Alexander referred to questions concerning the downtown and explained that if 
increased traffic can be generated in the general area and there is something of interest in 
the downtown area, then the people will be drawn to it. He also explained that the only 
way he was able to talk with some of the developers was to go through layers of support 
staff. The developers made it clear that they didn’t want to be approached in that way. He 
also explained that he had met with Mr. Simao and had asked him to review the 
information. He also explained that this is a specialty business and Mr. Simao’s expertise 
is in the commercial real estate business. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

AT 7:30 MAYOR BUTLER ASKED THE CITY CLERK TO READ THE NOTICE 
OF PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING APPROVING THE RELOCATION OF 
ALPHA PROMPT COMPUTER, LTD. INTO THE EMPIRE ZONE. 
 
MAYOR BUTLER DECLARED THE HEARING OPEN 
 
Mr. Jones, from Alpha Prompt, was present to answer any questions Council might have. 
 
MAYOR BUTLER DECLARED THE HEARING CLOSED AT 7:31 P.M. 

 
R E S O L U T I O N S  

 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN PAUL A. SIMMONS 
 

WHEREAS there has heretofore been bid in by the City of 
Watertown at a tax sale three (3) lots of land known as Vacant Lots Fassett Street, each 
approximately 50’ x 112’ in size, and also known and designated on the map of the 
Department of Assessment and Taxation of the City of Watertown, New York as Parcels 
No. 4-19-803.000, 4-19-804.000 and 4-19-805.000, and 

 
WHEREAS title to said land has since been retained by the City of 

Watertown as acquired at said tax sale, which title was retained by reason of the failure 
of anyone to redeem the same, and 

 
WHEREAS said real property has never been assigned by the 

Council for a public use,  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 

23, Subdivision (b) of the General City Law, Section 247 of the Charter of the City of 
Watertown as amended by Local Law No. 1, l985, adopted December 3, 1984, effective 
January 17, 1985, and the ordinance, Municipal Code, Chapter 16 adopted by the Council 
on June 6, 1977, that the offer of $600.00 for all three (3) parcels submitted by Elaine 
Granger, for the purchase of Parcels No. 4-19-803.000, 4-19-804.000 and 4-19-805.000 
is a fair and reasonable offer therefore and the same is hereby accepted, and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and he hereby is 

authorized, empowered and directed to execute and deliver a Quit Claim Deed of said 
real properties to Elaine Granger upon receipt of the above mentioned sum of money in 
cash only by the City Comptroller. 

 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH AND DEFEATED WITH 
ALL VOTING NAY 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILWOMAN ROXANNE M. BURNS 
 

WHEREAS the City of Watertown is required by law to furnish and  
maintain adequate court facilities for use by Trial Courts of the State of New York, and 
 
  WHEREAS Chapter 686 of the Laws of 1996 was enacted to invest the 
State of New York with the fiscal responsibility of managing the interior cleaning of 
court facilities and performance of minor repairs therein, and with the ability to cover the 
cost thereof, and 
 
  WHEREAS Chapter 686 of the Laws of 1996 requires the State of New 
York to contract with political subdivisions of the State for the cleaning of court 
facilities, as well as minor emergency repairs thereof, and 
 
  WHEREAS the City of Watertown is responsible for furnishing and 
maintaining the City Court facility, 
 
  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City 
of Watertown approves the Agreement between the New York State Unified Court 
System and the City of Watertown, a copy of which is attached and made a part of this 
resolution, and 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor Joseph M. Butler is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute this Agreement on behalf of the City of Watertown. 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN JEFFREY M. SMITH AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING YEA 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILWOMAN ROXANNE M. BURNS 
 

WHEREAS the City Council on April 21, 2003 authorized the City to  
submit an application to the Federal Aviation Administration, Airport Improvement 
Program to support the installation of a complete perimeter security system at the 
Watertown International Airport, and 

 
WHEREAS by installing complete perimeter fencing, the Watertown  
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International Airport can greatly reduce the potential for unauthorized entry onto the 
airfield, and 

 
WHEREAS the Airport has a serious problem with a substantial deer  

population within the airport property, and installation of fencing can help eliminate this 
potentially dangerous combination of aircraft and wildlife, and 

 
WHEREAS the Airport Improvement Program funding is 90% Federal;  

5% State and 5% Local, and 
 

WHEREAS the FAA has forwarded to the City of Watertown the Grant  
Agreement that supports this project, and 

 
WHEREAS the City has funded the local portion of this project, $51,037,  

in the City’s Capital Budget,  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City  
of Watertown hereby approves the Grant Agreement that supports the installation of the 
fencing and security system at the Watertown International Airport, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor Joseph M. Butler is hereby  

authorized and directed to execute the Grant Agreement on behalf of the City of 
Watertown. 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN PAUL A. SIMMONS AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING YEA EXCEPT COUNCILMAN SMITH VOTING NAY 
 
Prior to the vote on the foregoing resolution, Councilman Simmons asked what the height 
of the fence would be. 
 
Mr. Hayes stated that it would be 8 ft. 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILWOMAN ROXANNE M. BURNS 
 

WHEREAS over the past six months, a group of community and  
economic development leaders have been talking with Mr. Carleton Meyers of Factory 
Outlet Consultants, LLC of Fairfax, Virginia about promoting our community to factory 
outlet developers, and 
 
  WHEREAS to assist the community with this process, the City, County, 
JCJDC, Watertown LDC and the Greater Watertown Chamber of Commerce are 
recommending that we hire Mr. Meyers to perform a three-day study of the community to 
see if we could attract a factory outlet to the area, and 
 

WHEREAS during his visit to the area, Mr. Meyers will look at all 
options, including the sighting of factory outlet stores within downtown Watertown, and 
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WHEREAS Mr. Meyers’ assessment will involve meeting with numerous 

community and business representatives, gathering demographic information to 
determine project/market evaluation and develop a comprehensive marketing plan of 
action for the community, 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City 

of Watertown authorizes providing $3,500 in funding to the Jefferson County Job 
Development Corporation to support hiring Mr. Carleton Meyers of Factory Outlet 
Consultants, LLC.   
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN PAUL A. SIMMONS AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING YEA 
 
THE RESOLUTION “APPROVING THE RELOCATION OF ALPHA PROMPT 
COMPUTER, LTD., INTO THE EMPIRE ZONE” WAS PRESENTED TO 
COUNCIL 
 
Prior to the vote on the foregoing resolution, Councilman Clough stated that he could not 
support this resolution because the business could have moved into another building in 
the City. 
 
Councilman Smith remarked that he concurred with Councilman Clough and would not 
support the resolution. 
 
Councilwoman Burns commented that while she agrees that it would have been nice if 
the business had remained in the City, she would support the resolution because the 
business has already moved and the Empire Zone is the City and Town of Watertown 
zone. 
 
Councilman Simmons commented that this was an opportunity for this business to move 
into the zone within the City. Since the business moved outside the City, he would not 
support the resolution. 
 
AT THE CALL OF THE CHAIR VOTE WAS TAKEN ON THE FOREGOING 
RESOLUTION AND DEFEATED WITH ALL VOTING NAY EXCEPT 
COUNCILWOMAN BURNS AND MAYOR BUTLER VOTING YEA 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
 

WHEREAS it has been determined by Niagara Mohawk that new  
underground utilities need to be installed on Waterman Drive to serve J.E.T. Warehouse, 
as indicated on the attached maps, and 

 
 WHEREAS Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation is requesting an 

underground utility easement to install, construct and maintain said underground utility 
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facilities as detailed in the attached underground utility easement on City owned property 
located on Waterman Drive,  

 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City 

of Watertown hereby authorizes and directs City Manager Mary M. Corriveau to execute 
the Underground Utility Easement Agreement on behalf of the City of Watertown, a copy 
of which is attached and made a part of this resolution. 

 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN PAUL A. SIMMONS AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING YEA 
 
(Rules waived by motion of Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Simmons and 
carried with all voting in favor thereof.) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILWOMAN ROXANNE M. BURNS 
 
 

 WHEREAS it has been determined by Niagara Mohawk that a new utility 
pole needs to be installed on Waterman Drive to serve J.E.T. Warehouse, and 

 
 WHEREAS Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation is requesting an 

overhead utility easement to install, construct and maintain said overhead utility poles, 
guy wires and primary wires on City owned property located on Waterman Drive, 

 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City 

of Watertown hereby authorizes and directs City Manager Mary M. Corriveau to execute 
the Overhead Utility Easement Agreement on behalf of the City of Watertown, a copy of 
which is attached and made a part of this resolution. 

 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN PAUL A. SIMMONS AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING YEA 
 
(Rules waived by motion of Councilman Clough, seconded by Councilman Smith, and 
carried with all voting in favor thereof.) 
 
Prior to the vote on the two foregoing resolutions, Mrs. Corriveau explained the location 
of the pole and indicated that it is adjacent to the park property, but not located in the 
park. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILWOMAN BURNS TO MOVE INTO 
EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS A PERSONNEL MATTER.  
 
MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN SMITH AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING IN FAVOR THEREOF. 
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Council moved into Executive Session at 8:18 p.m. 
 
Council reconvened at 8:26 p.m. 
 

 
**  **  **   

 
COUNCIL DISCUSSED THE FOLLOWING TOPICS: 
 
Board of Ethics Letter 
 
Councilman Simmons asked that reference to the Board of Ethics letter be published in 
the Council minutes. 
 
Truck Traffic on Paddock Street 
 
Councilman Smith asked about large trucks using this street as he has received a 
complaint from a resident in the 200 block.  
 
Mrs. Corriveau explained that Paddock Street is NYS Rte. 11 and large trucks are 
allowed to use it. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
AT THE CALL OF THE CHAIR MEETING WAS DULY ADJOURNED AT 8:28 
P.M. BY MOTION OF COUNCILMAN CLOUGH, SECONDED BY 
COUNCILMAN SIMMONS AND CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING IN FAVOR 
THEREOF. 
 
 
Donna M. Dutton 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 


