
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF WATERTOWN 

August 28, 2006 
6:00 P.M. 

 
MAYOR JEFFREY E.  GRAHAM PRESIDING 
 
PRESENT:  COUNCILMAN STEPHEN J. BRADLEY 
   COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
   COUNCILMAN TIMOTHY R. LABOUF 
   COUNCILMAN JEFFREY M. SMITH 
   MAYOR GRAHAM 
 
ALSO PRESENT: CITY MANAGER MARY M. CORRIVEAU 
    
 
Mayor Graham began the meeting with a moment of silence for crash victim Randy 
Towles. 
 
Fire Grant 
 
Chief Gaumont explained the application for the Commercial Equipment Direct 
Assistance Program. He explained that the Federal Government will purchase the 
equipment then the City applies for the grant to obtain the equipment. He added that the 
Fire Department has identified a portable video system that would be used by the 
confined space rescue team. 
 
Councilman Clough asked if this would be different from what the department has now.  
 
Chief Gaumont replied that what the department currently has is a thermal imaging 
camera and that the new camera normally costs between fifteen and twenty thousand 
dollars. 
 
Mayor Graham asked if police ever apply for new items. 
 
Chief Gaumont said he could not answer that.  
 
Mayor Graham asked if there are still problems with radio communication. 
 
Chief Gaumont told Council that there is a problem communicating with the County 
officials but no radio communication troubles within the City. 
 
Restore NY Communities Initiative  
 
Mr. Mix explained that Restore NY is a new program announced over the summer. He 
said it was established to encourage economic development and neighborhood growth by 



providing municipalities with financial assistance for revitalization of commercial and 
residential properties or buildings. Applications are due September 15 and said he wanted 
Council’s input. 
 
Mr. Mix went over the handout with Council and explained who the eligible applicants 
are.  He also told Council that a total of $300 million has been appropriated for Restore 
NY, $50 million of which will be available during the first round of grants. He added that 
the maximum available grant for a community revitalization project is $5 million and that 
each award must be matched by a municipal contribution of at least 10 percent.  
 
Mr. Mix told Council that staff has been in communication with Don Rutherford from the 
Trust and Gary Beasley from Neighbors of Watertown regarding targeted projects for the 
grant. 
 
Councilman Clough asked if the City can apply for just one property. 
 
Mr. Mix responded that the City can apply for multiple properties but it would be a good 
idea to prioritize the list as to what properties need attention first.  He added that the 
numbers for the Franklin building project do not include a parking area which would 
range between one and three million dollars depending on the layout. 
 
Mr. Beasley added that parking will enhance the marketability of the building. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau told Council that there is some concern with trying to include parking in 
the project because the City must show control of the property. She added that there are 
some parcels that the City does have control over which would be needed for the parking 
area. 
 
Mr. Beasley told Council that the projects must be ready to go in order to be competitive 
in the first round of grants. He added, in reference to the Franklin building, that non-
rentable space is a barrier to interior renovation because there is no income to support it. 
 
Councilman LaBouf asked if the façade is part of the proposal. 
 
Mr. Beasley said it was a part of the project. 
 
Councilman Clough inquired if the common areas on other floors were included as well. 
 
Mr. Beasley said the plan would be to renovate the elevator and stairwells all the way up.  
Another goal, he added, would be to work with contractors to see where break-off points 
would be for sprinkler systems and plumbing. 
 
Mayor Graham asked if the other items on the list were routine demolition projects. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau said that the corner of Court Street and Coffeen Street is a burned-out 
property. 



 
Councilman Clough asked if the City owned the property. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau replied that the City can take title at any point. She added that the Martin 
Street property is the old recycling facility which the City could also take title to at any 
point.  
 
Councilman Clough inquired if an environmental study would be needed for the site. 
 
Mr. Mix said an asbestos survey would be done before demolition. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau said the Stone/Sherman Street apartments would be a project that 
Neighbors of Watertown would be involved in.  Money would be used for the acquisition 
of property and site work. 
 
Mr. Beasley told Council that putting a driveway on Sherman Street would give good 
circulation to the ten dwelling units in the old social security building. 
 
Mayor Graham asked how close the Factory Square project is to reality. 
 
Mr. Beasley responded that he hadn’t planned on discussing it in public yet. He added 
that drawings have been done on concepts of how many units will be in each building. He 
said that was based on an analysis of what the property can support by mortgages.   
 
Mrs. Hoffman inquired about the size of the project. 
 
Mr. Beasley said the total would range between twenty-eight and thirty million dollars. 
 
Councilman LaBouf asked if the Franklin Building project is the highest priority. 
 
Mr. Beasley said it is a community priority and the project could not be done any other 
way. 
 
Mayor Graham said the Martin and Court Street projects will have to be done anyway 
and are the most expendable.  
 
Mr. Mix asked if Council wants to include the Martin and Court Street projects on the 
list. 
 
Mayor Graham asked if it would be a more focused application if they are left out. 
 
Mr. Beasley replied that it would not appear that the City is throwing projects in to use up 
the money. 
 
Mayor Graham said the City would find a way to do those two projects outside of this 
process. 



 
Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
 
Amanda Lewis 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
 


