
ADJOURNED COUNCIL MEETING 
CITY OF WATERTOWN 

JULY 28, 2003 
7:00 P.M. 

 
MAYOR JOSEPH M. BUTLER PRESIDING 
 
PRESENT:  COUNCILWOMAN ROXANNE M. BURNS 

COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
   COUNCILMAN PAUL A. SIMMONS 
   MAYOR BUTLER 
 
ALSO PRESENT: CITY MANAGER MARY M. CORRIVEAU 
 
ABSENT:  COUNCILMAN JEFFREY M. SMITH 
    
 
The following resolutions from the July 21st agenda were presented to Council. 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
 

WHEREAS there has heretofore been bid in by the City of Watertown at a tax 
sale a certain lot of land known as VL 910 Bronson Street, approximately 34’ x 120’ in 
size, and also known and designated on the map of the Department of Assessment and 
Taxation of the City of Watertown, New York as Parcel No. 6-10-116.000, and 

 
WHEREAS title to said land has since been retained by the City of Watertown as 

acquired at said tax sale, which title was retained by reason of the failure of anyone to 
redeem the same, and 

 
WHEREAS said real property has never been assigned by the Council for a public 

use,  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Section 23, Subdivision 
(b) of the General City Law, Section 247 of the Charter of the City of Watertown as 
amended by Local Law No. 1, l985, adopted December 3, 1984, effective January 17, 
1985, and the ordinance, Municipal Code, Chapter 16 adopted by the Council on June 6, 
1977, that the offer of $300.00 submitted by Dan B. Sampson, for the purchase of Parcel 
No. 6-10-116.000 is a fair and reasonable offer therefore and the same is hereby 
accepted, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor be and he hereby is authorized, 

empowered and directed to execute and deliver a Quit Claim Deed of said real property 
to Dan B. Sampson upon receipt of the above mentioned sum of money in cash only by 
the City Comptroller. 
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SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN ROXANNE M. BURNS AND DEFEATED 
WITH ALL VOTING NAY 
 
Commenting on the foregoing resolution, Councilman Simmons questioned why the 
amount is lower than the City’s base price. He stated that he would rather see the fifteen 
cents a sq. ft. to stay consistent with the City’s policy. 
  
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
 

WHEREAS the City of Watertown has been notified that funding exists under the 
Federal Aviation Administration to support projects at the Watertown International 
Airport, and 

 
WHEREAS the Superintendent of Public Works, Eugene P. Hayes, has reviewed 

the needs at the Airport with the City’s Airport Engineers, Bernier Carr & Associates and 
Dufresne-Henry, and 

 
WHEREAS the City does not have an accurate, updated Master Plan or Airport 

Layout Plan, and 
 
WHEREAS given the fact that many FAA design and planning standards have 

changed since the Master Plan was last updated, it is important that a new Master Plan 
and Airport Layout Plan be prepared to help guide this community in its future 
development of the airport, and 

 
WHEREAS these plans are the key to the City’s ability to obtain future Airport 

Improvement Program grant consideration, and 
 
WHEREAS FAA has tentatively allocated up to $177,500 to fund 90% of the 

project cost, and 
 
WHEREAS funding under this grant is 90% Federal, 5% State and 5% Local.  

The City’s $9,554 match for this grant is contained in the FY 2002-03 Capital Budget, 
and 

 
WHEREAS in support of the effort the City has negotiated an Agreement for 

Professional Planning Services with Bernier Carr and Associates, PC in the amount of 
$191,073.00, and 
 

WHEREAS in accordance with the FAA grant regulations an Independent Fee 
Estimate was obtained, and whereas Passero Associates, PC has confirmed that the fee is 
in line for the scope of services being provided,  

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby approves the Agreement for Professional Planning Services with 
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Bernier Carr and Associates PC, a copy of which has been attached and made a part of 
this resolution, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that approval of this Agreement is contingent on 

the City being awarded a grant from FAA in support of this project, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor Joseph M. Butler is hereby authorized 

and directed to execute this document on behalf of the City of Watertown. 
 

SECONDED BY COUNCILWOMAN ROXANNE M. BURNS AND CARRIED 
WITH ALL VOTING YEA 
 
Commenting on the foregoing resolution, Councilman Simmons asked if a plan wasn’t 
done about 10 years ago when Mrs. McCarthy was on Council. 
 
 
Mrs. Corriveau explained that the last airport master plan was completed in 1990. 
 
Councilman Simmons remarked that he thought that was a 20-year plan. 
 
Mrs. Corriveau responded that the airport master plan is what the FAA looks at for 
funding. 
 
Mr. Hayes explained that the 1990 plan was just an upgrade of the master plan. The last 
layout plan was done in 1984. The layout plan is for engineering design and construction 
purposes 
 
Mrs. Corriveau also commented that one of the critical issues that is discussed in the plan 
is that Jefferson County has had discussions with the City regarding the transfer of the 
airport. This is a key component of moving forward with the transfer of the airport. 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILWOMAN ROXANNE M. BURNS  
 

WHEREAS the City Council on April 21, 2003 authorized the City to submit an 
application to the Federal Aviation Administration, Airport Improvement Program to 
support the installation of a complete perimeter security system at the Watertown 
International Airport, and 

 
WHEREAS by installing complete perimeter fence, the Watertown International 

Airport can greatly reduce the potential for unauthorized entry onto the airfield, and 
 
WHEREAS the Airport has a serious problem with a substantial deer population 

within the airport property, and installation of fencing can help eliminate this potentially 
dangerous combination of aircraft and wildlife, and 
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WHEREAS the Airport Improvement Program funding is 90% Federal; 5% State 
and 5% Local,  

 
WHEREAS the City of Watertown has received notification that the City will 

receive the grant to support this project, and 
 
WHEREAS this project is currently out to bid and once approved, work will 

begin immediately, and 
 

WHEREAS in support of the project Bernier Carr and Associates, PC has 
submitted a contract for Resident Inspection and Construction Administration services 
related to the installation of the fencing and security system in the amount of $88,235, 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown hereby approves the Agreement for Resident Inspection and Construction 
Administration services related to the installation of the fencing and security system in 
the amount of $88,235, submitted by Bernier Carr and Associates, PC a copy of which is 
attached and made a part of this resolution, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that approval of this Agreement is contingent on 

the City receiving the FAA authorized by the City Council on April 21, 2003, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor Joseph M. Butler is hereby authorized 

and directed to execute the Agreement with Bernier Carr and Associates PC on behalf of 
the City of Watertown. 

 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING YEA 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN PAUL A. SIMMONS 
 
 

WHEREAS the City is a municipal corporation organized under the laws of the 
State of New York and, as such, owns a facility known as the Alex T. Duffy Fairgrounds 
within the City of Watertown, and the Fairgrounds are a community recreational facility, 
and 

 
WHEREAS the City desires to promote future recreational activities at the 

Fairgrounds for the valid public purpose of the benefit, recreation, entertainment, 
amusement, convenience and welfare of the people of the City, and 

 
WHEREAS in pursuit of that public purpose, the City desires to contract for the 

use, operation, management and maintenance of the Fairgrounds multi-purpose field and 
all football-related activities, and 
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WHEREAS Red and Black Semi Pro Football League owns and operates a 
football team as a member and franchise of the Empire Football League, and 

 
WHEREAS Red and Black Semi Pro Football League desires to have its team, 

Red and Black, play football games within the confines of the Fairgrounds, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Watertown approves the Lease Agreement between the City of Watertown and the Red 
and Black Semi Pro Football League, and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Joseph M. Butler, is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City. 
 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING YEA 
 
Commenting on the foregoing resolution, Councilman Simmons asked if the Red & 
Black would be using one locker room.  
 
Mrs. Corriveau explained that they would continue to use the one that they have used in 
the past and they would not be allowed to use a locker room that was leased by someone 
else. She also commented that she is not aware that the City has ever had a written 
agreement with Red & Black in the past 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMAN PETER L. CLOUGH 
 

WHEREAS the City of Watertown has acquired a number of vehicles and 
equipment, the listing of which is attached and made a part of this resolution, and 

 
WHEREAS these vehicles and equipment have some value best determined by 

public auction held on July 25, 2003, and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 

Watertown, New York, that it hereby authorizes the sale, by auction, of these vehicles 
and equipment, and to further declare all bids final and sales complete while said action is 
conducted, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that final acceptance of such bids shall constitute 

acceptance of the same by the City Council. 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN PAUL A. SIMMONS AND CARRIED WITH 
ALL VOTING YEA 
 
(Rules waived by motion of Councilman Clough, seconded by Councilman Simmons and 
carried with all voting in favor thereof.) 
 



 6

Commenting on the foregoing resolution, Mrs. Corriveau explained that these vehicles 
had gone to auction on Friday, with the understanding that the bids were subject to 
Council approval. 
 
Councilman Clough commented that the City needs to do this on a yearly basis. 
 
Councilman Simmons asked if any of the dump trucks were usable. 
 
Mr. Hayes explained that they were army surplus deuce and a half trucks and you can’t 
get parts of them. He also explained that the only vehicles that got to the auction under 
their own power were the buses. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
AT THE CALL OF THE CHAIR MEETING WAS DULY ADJOURNED AT 7:15 
P.M. BY MOTION OF COUNCILMAN CLOUGH, SECONDED BY 
COUNCILMAN SIMMONS AND CARRIED WITH ALL VOTING IN FAVOR 
THEREOF. 
 
 
Donna M. Dutton 
City Clerk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


