
CITY OF WATERTOWN, NEW YORK 

AGENDA 

 

  

This shall serve as notice that the next regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council 

will be held on Monday, December 5, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 

245 Washington Street, Watertown, New York. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 

PROPOSED LEGISLATION DISCUSSION 

 

 1.  Dog Legislation, City Code Section 81-5 (C) 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

 Resolution No. 1 - Designation of Official Newspaper 

 

 Resolution No. 2 -  Establishing 2012 County Tax Rate 

 

Resolution No. 3 - Authorizing Roth Designated Contributions Through the 

Deferred Compensation Plan for Employees of the State of 

New York and Other Participating Jurisdictions 

 

Resolution No. 4 - Approving Data Processing Service Agreement, Watertown 

City School District 

 

Resolution No. 5 - Approving Contract for Professional Services With Avalon 

Associates Inc. and Neighbors of Watertown Inc. for a  

FY 2012 Small Cities CDBG Application 

 

Resolution No. 6 -  Approving Contract for Professional Services For Avalon 

Associates Inc. and Neighbors of Watertown Inc. for a FY 

2012 HOME Application to OCR 

 



Resolution No. 7 -  Approving Contract for Professional Services With Avalon 

Associates Inc. and Neighbors of Watertown Inc. for a  

FY 2012 HOME Application to North Country HOME 

Consortium 

 

Resolution No. 8 -  Accepting Bid For the Purchase of a Radio Combiner and 

Multi-Coupler System, Wells Communication 

 

Resolution No. 9 - Finding that Amending the Code of the City of Watertown 

Sections 310-1 Terms Defined, 310-26.1 Fences, and  

310-27 Visibility at Corners Will Not Have a Significant 

Impact on the Environment 

 

ORDINANCES  
 

LOCAL LAW 

   

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

 7:30 p.m.  Amending the Code of the City of Watertown  

Sections 310-1 Terms Defined, 310-26.1 Fences, 

And 310-27 Visibility at Corners 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

 

1. Request for Waiver of Fee, Greater Watertown North Country Chamber of 

Commerce, Annual Job Fair Career Expo 

 

2. Palmer Street Reconstruction Pre-Design Estimate 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

1. To discuss the employment history of particular individuals 

 

2. Collective Bargaining 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING IS MONDAY, 

DECEMBER 19, 2011. 



        

 

        December 1, 2011 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Proposed Legislation, Dogs, City Code Section 81-5 (C)  

 

   

  Attached is a second draft of the legislation concerning 

permitting/allowing dogs to be present at events within the City of Watertown.  City 

Attorney Robert J. Slye has tried to capture the amendments requested by the City 

Council at the November 14, 2011 Work Session.  An excerpt of the Work Session 

minutes is included for your review. 

 

  As Staff discussed this draft of the proposed Legislation, we felt that it 

would be helpful to bring this back to the City Council for discussion prior to putting it 

into final format for approval.       



City Code Section 81-5 (C) 

 

  It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dog to permit or allow such dog to be 

present at any “Special Event” in the City or to be upon City owned property and within 20 feet 

of any City owned swimming pool or playground equipment located within any City park or 

playground.  For purposes of this section, a “Special Event” shall mean the following activities 

upon City owned property:  The Farm & Craft Market; The 4
th

 of July Concert at Thompson 

Park; or The Jefferson County Fair.  A “Special Event” shall also include any other specifically 

approved event conducted, at least in part, upon City owned property and which will or may 

involve significant public assembly. 

  The posting of signage by the host of a Special Event, to the effect that dogs are 

not permitted at the Special Event, shall be presumptive evidence that said event will or may 

involve significant public assembly and will be conducted, at least in part, on City property. 

  The prohibition herein shall not apply to an owner whose dog is confined within 

an automobile, crate, cage or similar structure that prevents a dog from causing personal injury 

or damage to personal property. 

  The prohibition of this Section 81-5 (C) may be waived by special approval of the 

City Manager or his or her designee. 

  There shall be excluded from this section any owner of adog which is defined 

under Section 108 of the New York Agriculture and Markets Law, as the same may be amended 

from time to time, as a guide dog, hearing dog, service dog, working search dog, therapy dog, 

detection dog, war dog, or any other dog which may be utilized by law enforcement agencies 

within the jurisdiction of the City, or which are professionally trained service animals utilized by 

persons with disabilities. 

Draft 12/1/11 



CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

CITY OF WATERTOWN 

NOVEMBER 14, 2011 (Excerpt) 

7:00 P.M. 

 

MAYOR JEFFREY E.  GRAHAM PRESIDING 

 

PRESENT:  COUNCIL MEMBER ROXANNE M. BURNS 

COUNCIL MEMBER JOSEPH M. BUTLER JR. 

COUNCIL MEMBER TERESA R. MACALUSO 

COUNCIL MEMBER JEFFREY M. SMITH 

   MAYOR GRAHAM 

 

ALSO PRESENT: MARY M. CORRIVEAU, CITY MANAGER 

   CITY ATTORNEY ROBERT J. SLYE 

 

City Staff Present: Jim Mills, Ken Mix, Gene Hayes and Kurt Hauk 

 

 

Draft Dog Legislation 

 

Referring to this draft legislation, Council Member Macaluso asked what the Chamber had to say 

about this. 

 

Council Member Burns stated that the Chamber doesn’t want dogs at the market. However, since 

the market is held on City property, they wanted the City to take the lead on this and they are 

pleased that the City is taking action. 

 

Council Member Butler asked about it being unlawful for the dog to be on City property within 

20’ of playground equipment. 

 

Attorney Slye commented that the paramount protection is to keep the dog on a leash. 

 

Council Member Smith asked about t-ball games and if a family brings a dog but is not within 

20’ of playground equipment. 

 

Mrs. Corriveau stated that if it is an organized game and they asked to use the City field, dogs 

can not be brought there. 

 

Council Member Smith stated that he thinks that is a little too restrictive. 

 

Attorney Slye stated that the legislation reads that dogs are not permitted at any special event. 

Discussion centered on what would determine a “special event”. Attorney Slye indicated that this 

is something that Council can discuss before voting on any legislation. 

 

Council Member Smith asked about dog shows being held at the fairgrounds.  



 

Mrs. Corriveau advised that she had spoken with Mr. Simpson about that. The dogs in 

competition would be allowed. However, no other dogs would be allowed there. 

 

Council Member Smith questioned how someone would be able to walk their dog down Sterling 

Street and across Washington Street when the market was going on. 

 

Council Member Burns commented that this draft does take into consideration the essence of 

what we are looking at. She stated that she doesn’t think dogs should be at the farmers’ market, 

concerts or the Jefferson County fair. She also suggested that Council could discuss private 

events. 

 

Attorney Slye advised that Council has to decide what the evil is that they are trying to eliminate. 

 

Mayor Graham commented that it is having dogs at public events where there is a high density of 

people. 

 

Attorney Slye asked what he thought of dogs at t-ball games. 

 

Mayor Graham responded that he didn’t see it as that. However, he didn’t feel dogs should be 

going through large crowds of people and stated that they shouldn’t be allowed at Red and Black 

football games due to the crowds and the fact that food is being served. He stated that if you are 

serving food, you shouldn’t have dogs there. He stated that there are certain things in life where 

you leave your dogs at home. 

 

Council Member Burns stated that the key is the number of people at the event. 

 

 

Mayor Graham commented that special events should include those that require a permit and 

those that include activities of significant assembly to be conducted on City owned property. 

 

Council Member Smith referred to the last paragraph of the draft and asked for clarification as to 

what therapy and war dogs are. The information will be supplied to Council. 
 



Res No. 1        

        November 29, 2011 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Designation of Official Newspaper 

 

 

  The attached resolution, if approved by the City Council, designates the 

Watertown Daily Times as the official newspaper of the City of Watertown for the year 2012.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Resolution No.   1                                                                          December 5, 2011 

 
RESOLUTION 
 
                  Page 1 of 1 
 
Designation of Official Newspaper 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 
 
 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

  BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown, New York that 

the Watertown Daily Times be and is hereby designated as the official newspaper of the City of 

Watertown, New York for the year beginning January 1, 2012 and ending December 31, 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seconded by  



Res No. 2        November 30, 2011 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  James E. Mills, City Comptroller 

 

Subject: Proposed County Tax Rate for 2012 

 

   

  By resolution adopted November 15, 2011, the Jefferson County Board of 

Legislators apportioned the share of the 2012 County tax to be levied on the real property 

within the City.  The City’s share of the 2012 County tax is $6,808,953.  A comparison of 

the amount required for County tax purposes for the years 2008 through 2012 is shown 

below: 

   

 

City Share of County 

Tax Levy 

Increase / 

(Decrease) Percentage Tax Rate Per $1,000 

2012  $        6,808,953   $     66,614  0.99% $ 6.702289 

2011  $        6,742,339   $ (302,320)  (4.43%) $ 6.704962 

2010  $        7,044,659   $    220,507  3.23% $ 7.047448 

2009  $        6,824,152   $     40,257  0.59% $ 6.730845 

2008  $        6,783,895   $    228,091  3.48% $ 6.987200 

 

 

The 2012 County tax rate calculates to $6.702289 per $1,000 of assessed 

valuation which represents a 0.04% decrease compared to the 2011 County tax rate of 

$6.704962.  The 2011 County taxable assessed values total $1,013,572,185 compared to 

$1,002,609,459 from the 2010 assessment roll.  A resolution has been prepared for City 

Council consideration to approve the 2012 County tax rate. 

 

Pursuant to New York State Environmental Conservation Law Section 15-2123 

subdivision 6, the County has also directed the City to levy and collect the unpaid 

Hudson River Black River Regulating District 2011 Annual Assessment for parcel 01-14-

121.00 (591 Rear West Main Street) owned by Watertown River Properties in the amount 

of $2,763.00.  This amount will become part of the parcel’s 2012 County tax bill similar 

to a re-levied water bill on a City tax bill. 



 
 
Resolution No.   2                                                                                     December 5, 2011 
 

    RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 1 
 
 
Establishing 2012 County Tax Rate 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 
 

 

Introduced by 

 

____________________________________ 

  

WHEREAS the Board of Legislators of the County of Jefferson, by resolution 

dated November 15, 2011, and in accordance with New York State Real Property Tax Law 

Article 9 Section 904 has certified to the City that the contribution of the City of Watertown to 

the taxes of the County of Jefferson for the Fiscal Year beginning January 1, 2012 is 

$6,808,952.78, and  

 

WHEREAS the Board of Legislators of the County of Jefferson, by resolution 

dated November 15, 2011, and in accordance with New York State Environmental Conservation 

Law Section 15-2123 subdivision 6, has directed the City to levy and collect the unpaid Hudson 

River Black River Regulating District 2012 Annual Assessment for parcel 01-14-121.00 owned 

by Watertown River Properties in the amount of $2,763.00,  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Council shall and hereby does 

levy the said unpaid Hudson River Black River Regulating District 2011 Annual Assessment for 

parcel 01-14-121.00 owned by Watertown River Properties in the amount of $2,763.00, so 

ascertained and directed and to be certified to the City and to be extended on the Assessment 

Rolls by the City Assessor, as provided by Section 115 of the City Charter, and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Council shall and hereby does 

levy the said aggregate amount of taxes of $6,808,952.78 and unpaid Hudson River Black River 

Regulating District 2012 Annual Assessment for parcel 01-14-121.00 owned by Watertown 

River Properties in the amount of $2,763.00, so ascertained and directed and to be certified to the 

City and to be extended on the Assessment Rolls by the City Assessor, as provided by Section 

115 of the City Charter, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City does hereby levy a total fee of 

$6,811,715.78 to be collected at a rate of $6.702289 per $1,000 of assessed valuation, which 

County tax levy of $6,742,338.66 includes $15,698.82 in omitted taxes. 

 

 

Seconded by 











Res No. 3        

 

        December 1, 2011 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Authorizing Roth Designated Contributions Through the 

  Deferred Compensation Plan for Employees of the State 

  of New York and Other Participating Jurisdictions  

 

   

 On June 5, 2000, the City Council adopted a resolution authorizing the 

City of Watertown to participate in the Deferred Compensation Plan for Employees of 

the State of New York and Other Participating Public Jurisdictions (Plan).  This Plan 

allows employees to make pre-tax contributions to provide for their retirement.  Effective 

July 1, 2011, the Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 permits Deferred Compensation Plan 

participants to make Roth (post-tax) contributions  

 

 I have attached a letter received from Fringe Benefits Manager Melanie J. 

Rarick which provides a detailed description of the Roth 457.  In order for the City of 

Watertown to broaden the retirement savings choices available to employees to include 

the Roth provision, the City Council needs to approve a Resolution authorizing the same.  

 

 A resolution authorizing this retirement savings option has been prepared 

for City Council consideration. 
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   RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 1 
 
 
Authorizing Roth Designated Contributions  
Through the Deferred Compensation Plan  
for Employees of the State of New York and  
Other Participating Jurisdictions  
 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

  

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

   

WHEREAS the City of Watertown adopted the Deferred Compensation Plan for 

Employees of the State of New York and Other Participating Public Jurisdictions (the “Plan”) for 

the voluntary participation of all eligible employees on June 5, 2000, and 

 

WHEREAS the City of Watertown is a public employer eligible to adopt the Plan 

pursuant to Section 5 of the Sate Finance Law, and 

 

WHEREAS the Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 now permits Deferred Compensation 

Plan participants to make Roth Designated Contributions on or after July 1, 2011, and 

 

WHEREAS the purpose of the Plan is to encourage employees to make and continue 

careers with the City of Watertown by providing eligible employees with a convenient and tax-

favored method of saving on a regular and long-term basis and thereby provide for their 

retirement, and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council wishes to broaden the choices available to the employees by 

now including the post-tax contributions to the Roth provision, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Watertown hereby authorizes 

participation in the Roth Designated Contributions Plan, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Comptroller of the City of Watertown is 

hereby authorized to take such actions and enter such agreements as are required or necessary for 

the implementation and maintenance of the Plan. 

 

 

 

Seconded by 









Res No. 4 

       November 30, 2011 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Approving Data Processing Service Agreement,  

Watertown City School District 

 

 

  Attached for City Council consideration is a resolution approving a three-year 

Agreement with the Watertown City School District.  This Agreement allows the City to provide 

data processing services related to the preparation and issuance of the School District’s tax bills.  

The term of this Agreement is from January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2014. 

 

  The staff of the City Assessment Department and the City Information 

Technology Department will be responsible for providing services covered under this 

Agreement.  The City has agreed to provide the school district with the following: 

 

a. Quality control inspection of computer output to verify completeness 

and accuracy. 

 

b. Maintain back-up security of files, to include off site storage of 

master files. 

 

c. Provide copy of Final Assessment Roll. 

 

d. Prepare a file printing of School tax bills for parcels located in the City of 

Watertown that are in the Watertown City School District. 

 

e. Printing of School tax bills for parcels located in the City of Watertown. 

 

f. Folding and sealing of tax bills that are to be mailed directly to property 

owner (not to escrow companies). 

 

g. Provide tax extension for School tax purposes. 

 

h. Provide ancillary reports to School that are available on City’s system. 

 

i. Provide an electronic copy of the bill print file for reprinting bills. 

 

                       The School shall pay the City at a rate of $.55 per parcel for parcels within the 

City.  This is an increase from the $.50 per parcel rate with the previous contract as the City will 

be taking on the folding and sealing of tax bills with this contract. 
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    RESOLUTION   

 
    Page 1 of 1 
 
 
Approving Data Processing Service  
Agreement, Watertown City School 
District 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

WHEREAS the City of Watertown has computer equipment which has automated the 

functions performed within the City Assessment Department, and  

 

 WHEREAS the City Assessor’s Office is responsible for maintaining the records for all 

real property within the City of Watertown, and 

 

 WHEREAS the City has the ability to produce assessment rolls, print, fold and seal tax 

bills and maintain the data needed to accomplish these tasks, and 

 

 WHEREAS the Watertown City School District has a need for the services offered by the 

City’s Assessment and Information Technology Departments, 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown 

approves the Data Processing Service Agreement with the Watertown City School District, a 

copy of which is attached and made a part of this resolution, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager, Mary M. Corriveau, is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City of Watertown. 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 









Res Nos. 5, 6, 7 

       November 30, 2011 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Approving Contract for Professional Services With Avalon  

Associates Inc. and Neighbors of Watertown Inc. for 2012 CDBG and 

HOME Applications 

 

 

  On December 21, 2009, the City Council selected Avalon Associates Inc. 

as its community development consultant for the Small Cities Community Development 

Block Grant Program and the HOME Investment Partnership Program for a period of up 

to three years (2010, 2011 and 2012).  It is the City Council’s discretion as to whether the 

City actually contracts for their services each year. 

 

  There are three proposed contracts with resolutions attached for 

professional services from Avalon Associates Inc. and Neighbors of Watertown Inc. for 

different grant programs.  The services to be provided by Avalon Associates Inc. include 

writing the applications and assisting with the administration and program delivery of the 

housing programs.  Neighbors of Watertown Inc. will provide the local program delivery 

staff.    

 

The first resolution is for the Community Development Block Grant 

Program.  Avalon will write the application for $7,500 plus reimbursement of expenses.  

As with the other programs described below, all other program development activities, 

delivery services and administration will be paid for with grant funds. 

 

  The second resolution is for the HOME application to New York State 

Office of Community Renewal.  In this case, Neighbors of Watertown is the eligible 

applicant.  Avalon will write the grant for $4,500 plus reimbursement of expenses. 

 

  The third resolution approves the contract for the FY 2012 HOME 

application to the North Country HOME Consortium.  Avalon Associates will write this 

grant for a cost based on their hourly rates, not to exceed $3,500 plus reimbursement of 

expenses.    
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   RESOLUTION   
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Approving Contract for Professional Services 
With Avalon Associates Inc. and Neighbors of 
Watertown Inc. for a FY 2012 Small Cities CDBG 
Application 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  

   

WHEREAS it is expected that grant funding will be available through New York State 

Office of Community Renewal to support local community development activities that are 

undertaken by eligible municipalities, and 

 

WHEREAS the City of Watertown is eligible to apply for funding in the Fiscal Year 2012 

competition under the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant program, and 

 

WHEREAS Avalon Associates Inc. has been selected as the City’s community 

development consultant for the Small Cities Program, and 

 

WHEREAS a Contract for Professional Services between the City of Watertown, Avalon 

Associates Inc. and Neighbors of Watertown Inc. has been drafted, a copy of which is attached 

and made part of this resolution, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown, 

New York, that it hereby approves the Contract for Professional Services with Avalon Associates 

Inc. and Neighbors of Watertown Inc. for a FY 2012 Small Cities Community Development 

Block Grant application, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City Manager, Mary M. Corriveau, is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the contract on behalf of the City Council.   

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 
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   RESOLUTION   
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Approving Contract for Professional Services 
For Avalon Associates Inc. and Neighbors of 
Watertown Inc. for a FY 2012 HOME Application 
to OCR 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  

   

WHEREAS it is expected that grant funding will be available through New York State 

Office of Community Renewal for the HOME Investment Partnership Program, and 

 

WHEREAS Avalon Associates Inc. has been selected as the City of Watertown’s 

community development consultant for the HOME Investment Partnership Program, and 

 

WHEREAS a Contract for Professional Services between the City of Watertown, Avalon 

Associates Inc. and Neighbors of Watertown Inc. has been drafted, a copy of which is attached 

and made part of this resolution, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown, 

New York, that it hereby approves the Contract for Professional Services with Avalon Associates 

Inc. and Neighbors of Watertown Inc. for a FY 2012 HOME Investment Partnership Program 

application to New York State Office of Community Renewal, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager, Mary M. Corriveau, is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the contract on behalf of the City Council.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 
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   RESOLUTION   
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Approving Contract for Professional Services 
With Avalon Associates Inc. and Neighbors of 
Watertown Inc. for a FY 2012 HOME Application 
to North Country HOME Consortium 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

Introduced by 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 

  

   

WHEREAS it is anticipated that grant funding will be available through the North 

Country HOME Consortium to support local housing programs, and  

 

WHEREAS Avalon Associates Inc. has been selected as the City of Watertown’s 

community development consultant for the HOME Investment Partnership Program, and 

 

WHEREAS a Contract for Professional Services between the City of Watertown, Avalon 

Associates Inc. and Neighbors of Watertown Inc. has been drafted, a copy of which is attached 

and made part of this resolution, 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown, 

New York, that it hereby approves the Contract for Professional Services with Avalon Associates 

Inc. and Neighbors of Watertown Inc. for a FY 2012 HOME Investment Partnership Program 

application to the North Country HOME Consortium, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager, Mary M. Corriveau, is hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the contract on behalf of the City Council.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 



















Res No. 8 

        November 30, 2011 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Accepting Bid For the Purchase of a Radio Combiner and 

  Multi-Coupler Systems, Wells Communication 

 

 

The City Purchasing Department advertised in the Watertown Daily Times 

for sealed bids for the purchase of a Radio Combiner and Multi-Coupler Systems as 

recommended by the Interoperable Communications Study done by Blue Wing Services 

Inc.  Invitations to bid were issued to ten (10) prospective bidders, with one (1) bid 

received that was publicly opened and read in the Purchasing Department on Wednesday, 

November 16, 2011 at 11:00 a.m. 

 

  City Purchasing Agent Amy M. Pastuf reviewed the bid received with the 

consultant for this project, Blue Wing Services Inc., as well as both City of Watertown and 

Jefferson County Public Safety personnel, and it is their recommendation that the award be 

issued to Wells Communication of Watertown, New York, as the lowest qualifying bidder 

meeting City specifications in the amount of $79,566.10. 

 

  As detailed in the attached report of Mrs. Pastuf, please note that a quote for 

the specific equipment was received from a NYS OGS Contract Holder alongside the bid 

received from Wells Communications, which reflects a significant cost savings.  Eighty 

percent of the funding to support this purchase comes from the Public Safety Interoperable 

Communications (PSEC) Grant received by the City, with the remaining portion being 

shared equally between the City of Watertown and Jefferson County.  This project was 

included in the FY 2008-09 Capital Budget.   

 

  A Resolution has been prepared for City Council consideration. 
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    RESOLUTION   
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Accepting Bid For the Purchase of a  
Radio Combiner and Multi-Coupler System, 
Wells Communication 
  

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

 

____________________________________ 

  

 

 WHEREAS the City Purchasing Department has advertised and received sealed bids for 

the purchase of a Radio Combiner and Multi-Coupler System as recommended by the 

Interoperable Communications Study done by Blue Wing Services Inc., and 

 

 WHEREAS invitations to bid were issued to ten (10) prospective bidders, with one (1) 

bid being received, and 

 

 WHEREAS on Wednesday, November 16, 2011, at 11:00 a.m. in the City Purchasing 

Department, the bid received was publicly opened and read, and 

 

 WHEREAS City Purchasing Agent Amy M. Pastuf reviewed the bids received with the 

consultant for this project, Blue Wing Services Inc., as well as both City of Watertown and 

Jefferson County Public Safety personnel and it is their recommendation that the City Council 

accept the bid from Wells Communication, Watertown, New York, as detailed below: 

 

 
Wells Communication 

 
Bid Pricing 

VHF Transmitter Combiner System 1-1 $11,776.30 

VHF Transmitter Combiner System 1-2 $9,665.80 

VHF Transmitter Combiner System 1-3 $8,720.80 

UHF Transmitter Combiner System 3-1 $14,662.70 

VHF Receiver Multicoupler System 1-1 $13,611.50 

VHF Receiver Multicoupler System 1-2 $10,477.70 

UHF Receiver Multicoupler System 3-1 $10,651.30 

  $79,566.10 
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Accepting Bid For the Purchase of a  
Radio Combiner and Multi-Coupler System, 
Wells Communication 
  

 

 YEA NAY 

 
Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M. 

  

 
Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr. 

  

 
Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R. 

  

 
Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M. 

  

 
Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E. 

  

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Watertown 

hereby accepts the bid submitted by Wells Communication, Watertown, New York, as detailed 

above, as the lowest qualified bidder meeting City specifications, for the purchase of Radio 

Combiner and Multi-Coupler System in the amount of $79,566.10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by   

 









Res No. 9 

       November 30, 2011 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Finding that Amending the Code of the City of Watertown Sections 310-1  

  Terms Defined, 310-26.1 Fences, and 310-27 Visibility at Corners Will  

  Not Have a Significant Impact on the Environment 

 

 

  The City Council must adopt this resolution before it may vote on the 

related zoning amendment Ordinance pertaining to fences.  The Council should complete 

Part II of the attached Short Environmental Assessment Form before voting on the 

resolution.  The resolution states that the proposed amendment will not have a significant 

impact on the environment.  
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Watertown Sections 310-1 Terms Defined, 
310-26.1 Fences, and 310-27 Visibility at Corners 
Will Not Have a Significant Impact on the Environment 
 
 
 

 

 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

Introduced by 

 

__________________________________ 

 

   

WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Watertown, New York, has before it a 

proposal to amend Sections 310-1, 310-26.1 and 310-27 of the City’s Zoning Ordinance 

pertaining to fences, and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council must evaluate all proposed actions in light of the State 

Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the regulations promulgated pursuant thereto, 

and 

 

WHEREAS the adoption of the proposed zoning amendment would constitute such an 

“action,” and 

 

WHEREAS the City Council has determined that the proposed zoning amendment is an 

“unlisted action” as that term is defined in 6NYCRR Section 617.2, and 

 

WHEREAS to aid the City Council in its determination as to whether the proposed 

zoning ordinance amendment will have a significant effect on the environment, Part I of a Short 

Environmental Assessment Form has been prepared by City staff, a copy of which is attached and 

made part of this resolution, 
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 YEA NAY 

Council Member BURNS, Roxanne M.   

Council Member BUTLER, Joseph M. Jr.   

Council Member MACALUSO, Teresa R.   

Council Member SMITH, Jeffrey M.   

Mayor GRAHAM, Jeffrey E.   

 
                     Total ……………………….. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Watertown, 

New York, that: 

 

1. Based upon its examination of the Short Environmental Assessment Form and 

comparison of the proposed action with the criteria set forth in 6NYCRR Section 

617.7, no significant impact on the environment is known and the adoption of the 

zoning amendment will not have a significant effect on the environment. 

 

2. The Mayor of the City of Watertown is authorized to execute the Environmental 

Assessment Form to the effect of the City Council is issuing a “negative 

declaration” under SEQRA. 

 

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by 







Public Hearing – 7:30 p.m. 

       November 30, 2011 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Kenneth A. Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 

Subject: Amending the Code of the City of Watertown Sections 310-1 Terms 

  Defined, 310-26.1 Fences, and 310-27 Visibility at Corners 

 

 

  The City Council scheduled a public hearing on the attached Ordinance 

for 7:30 p.m. on Monday, December 5, 2011. 

 

  The primary substantive differences between this ordinance and the 

current fence regulations are the increased transparency requirement for fences in the 

front yard of 50% and 80%, prohibition of chainlink fences in the front yard, and the 

setback of 5’ from a neighbor’s or shared driveway. 

 

  The City Planning Board reviewed a draft of the proposed changes to the 

fence regulations on November 1, 2011 and made its recommendation.  The Board 

agreed with the ordinance as currently written except for increasing the transparency 

requirement to 50% and the setback from a neighbor’s driveway.  An excerpt from the 

Planning Board’s Minutes is attached. 

 

  The County Planning Board reviewed the proposed Ordinance pursuant to 

General Municipal Law Section 239-m on November 29, 2011 and adopted a motion that 

the Ordinance does not have any significant county-wide or inter-municipal issues and is 

of local concern only. 

 

  The City Council must hold the public hearing and adopt the related 

SEQRA Resolution before voting on this Ordinance. 

 

















        

 

        November 30, 2011 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

From:  Mary M. Corriveau, City Manager 

 

Subject: Request for Waiver of Fee, Greater Watertown North Country 

  Chamber of Commerce, Annual Job Fair and Career Expo 

 

   

  Attached for City Council review and consideration is a request from the 

Greater Watertown North Country (GWNC) Chamber of Commerce to waive the fee for 

the use of the City’s Arena related to the NYS Department of Labor and GWNC 

Chamber of Commerce Annual Job Fair and Career Expo on Thursday, April 5, 2012.   

 

  The Chamber is proposing moving the Expo to the Fairgrounds Arena this 

year.  As you can see from the attached letter, the high traffic and parking demands of 

this event, which draws well over a thousand job seekers, has been an issue at the venue 

historically used by the Chamber, the Dulles State Office Building.     

 

  The request made by the Chamber is that the City considers waiving the 

facility cost for both Wednesday and Thursday, April 4
th

 and 5
th

, 2012, respectively.  The 

rental charge for use of this facility is $500 the day of the event and $250 the day prior.  

 

  





CITY OF WATERTOWN 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 
           1869 
        

         30 November, 2011 

 

TO:  Mary Corriveau, City Manager 

 

FROM:  Kurt Hauk, City Engineer 

 

SUBJECT:  Palmer Street Reconstruction Pre – Design Estimate 

 

Enclosed is the Pre-Design Estimate to perform the reconstruction of Palmer Street from 

the Emmett Street to Wealtha Avenue intersections as requested by the City Council.  

The total estimated cost for construction is approximately $1,173,000.  This does not 

include any costs for ROW acquisition.   

 

The enclosed spreadsheet details the anticipated lengths for the various construction 

items.  This cost can be compared to the actual reconstruction cost of Breen Avenue 

which was $978,710, and also the anticipated cost of the Clinton Street Reconstruction 

Project scheduled to start in 2012 which is approximately $2,635,000. 

 

The following traffic counts are listed to give context to the traffic volumes recorded on 

Palmer Street.  Values are in Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) 

 

Palmer at Emmett (north): 520 

Palmer at Emmett (south): 965 

 

Breen at Arsenal:  681 

Breen at Emmett (south): 701 

Breen at Emmett (north): 1,131 

Breen at Coffeen:  1,031 

 

Clinton at Holcomb:  3,048 

Clinton at Sherman (east): 4,832 

Clinton at Sherman (west): 3,347 

Clinton at Washington: 6,490 

 

Flower Ave W. at Holcomb: 978 

Flower Ave W. at Ives: 833 

 

Paddock at Holcomb (east): 4,982 

Paddock at Holcomb (west): 1,474   

 

The estimated costs assume an in-house design with a contractor bid for construction, as 

well as hiring out for construction inspection. 

 

Cc.  Ken Mix, Planning and Community Development Coordinator 

 Gary Pilon, Water Superintendent 

 Jim Mills, City Comptroller 



PROJECT: Palmer Street DATE: 30-Nov-11

FROM: Emmett TO: Wealtha

LF COST TOTAL

Sidewalk Installation 1300 89.00$            115,700.00$     

Storm Sewer Installation 1300 144.00$          187,200.00$     

Street Installation (28') 1300 268.00$          348,400.00$       

Water Main Installation 960 180.00$          172,800.00$      

San. Sewer Main Installation 500 154.00$          77,000.00$       

901,100.00$     SUBTOTAL

LS

M&PT 1 4% OF ST 36,044.00$       

Survey & Stakeout 1 5% OF ST 45,055.00$       

Mobilization 1 5% OF ST 45,055.00$       

Construction Inspection 1 10% OF ST 90,110.00$       

 1,117,364.00$  PROJECT CONSTRUCTION COST

LS

Project Survey & Design 0 10% (Note 1) -$                  

 

Contingency 1 5% All Costs 55,868.20$       

1,173,232.20$  TOTAL COST

NOTE 1: Includes all costs less Construction Inspection
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